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UPERONT 


hat's the most common reader query | 
get. Its a good question, because there 
are a whole lot of kits to choose from (note 
the buyers' guide in this issue) and you 
want to make sure you're spending your 
money on something worthwhile. Nobody 
needs a big headache—your project 
should go smoothly and look good when 
you're done. How do | respond to this sort 
of inquiry? ! don't 
endorse any single 
company or product, 
largely because every- 
one's needs and bud- 
gets are different. If 
someone asks about 
specific companies, | А 
relate my direct experi- с 
ences with them—such as whether or not 
I've seen completed cars and how I've 
heard customers have been treated. This 
may sound a bit simplistic, butt says а lot. 
As I've noted before in this column, 
how likely is a company to deliver a kit to 
а customer if it can't even show an 
assembled one to the leading magazine 
of the kit industry? Of course, just 
because a company has a demo car 
doesn't ensure your buying experience 
will be entirely rosy, because | have 
occasionally encountered а company with 
а completed vehicle that seems to be the 
only one ever done. So its a good idea to 
tak directly with other customers and kit 
car clubs (see “Join the Club,” May '95), 
Cobras are the most frequently asked 
about type of kt, and in view of the large 
number of Cobra replicators out there, 
suggesting any particular one is difficult 
What | usually do is mention the leading 
Companies and try to characterize the dif- 
ferences in their approaches, One firm 
тау emphasize accuracy, another afford- 
ability, a third ease of assembly and so 
on. Again, | base the following sugges- 
tions on those companies that have gone 
out of their way to consistently supply 
completed vehicles to the magazine for 
feature coverage. In no particular order, 
they are: Contemporary Classic, Antique 
& Collectible Autos, Era Replica 
Automobiles (ERA), Everett-Morrison, 
Specialty Motor Cars (SMC), 
Superformance, Integrity Coach Werks, 
LA Exotics, Factory Five Racing, HiTech 
Motorsports, Classic Roadsters, 
MidStates, Shell Valley, Johnex, West 
Coast and Unique Motorcars. This is not 
to say companies not on this list don't 
Produce good Cobras. Its just that | have 
Seen few if any Cobras from other com- 
panies in the five or so years I've been 


editor of this magazine. 

Exotic replicas (Ferrari, Lamborghini, 
Mercedes and the like) are also frequently 
asked about by readers, but making rec- 
‘ommendations about them is a bit more 
difficult because of the diversity of the 
products, They range in type from simple 
and inexpensive rebodies to high-dollar, 
custom fabricated reproductions. Again, 
the rule of thumb is which 
ones have supplied us 
with completed cars for 
feature coverage. The fol 
lowing companies qualify: 
Imaginary Fiber Glass 
(ЕС), Indy Exotics, Auto 
Classics International 
(ACI), Jovi, Predator, 
Mac's Auto Body, Exotic Illusions, Euro- 
Works, Beck ‘Development,’ D&B 
Enterprises, M&M Autobody, Ultima 
Sports America, Mirror Image, D&R and 
Automotive Affair 

Obviously, over the years Гуе featured 
completed kits of all kinds and from a 
number of other companies, but | can't 
list them all in this brief column. The 
point is, if you haven't seen a feature on 
а company’s products in this magazine, 
ог there isn't one in the works, it's usually 
not due to lack of effort on ту part. 


Cobra repica manufacturer Contemporary 
Classic (914/381-5678) of Mamaroneck, 
New York, has agreed to merge with Group 
Five Works (602/397-9009) of Phoenix, 
Arizona. The merger will entail a cashand- 
stock purchase price of $1,875,000, and 
Contemporary will become а wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Group Five Works. 
Contemporary President Peter Bayer wil 
Continue to operate the 17 year.old compa- 
ny for at least the next five years. In addi- 
tion to his ine of Cobra replicas, he wil Бе 
responsible for manufacturing a new limit. 
ed production, Ford V8-powered street 
rod designed to compete with the 
Chrysler Prowler, 

In other news, after 14 years of manu- 
facturing Cobra kits and more recently 
street rod replicas, Bryan Anderson of LÀ 
Exotics (714/523-8464) has sold his 
company to Chun Tam, an executive. 
from GM and Lear Seating. According to 
Anderson, Tam has an extensive back- 
ground in manufacturing, plant assembly 
and computer systems and has a num- 
ber of plans for expansion, 
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1. Buy new 

For the ultimate in armchair 
shopping get our 

Kit Car Buyer’s 


Video Guide 


See lve ocion video of 21 popular 
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PORSCHE PURSUIT 


As an avid car enthusiast | have long 
enjoyed reading your magazine. Your 
numerous kit reviews as well as your 
instructions on various aspects of car 
building have been helpful in my projects. 
1 was hoping you could help me with my 
next project. In your September '95 
Show-Off section, Doug Clark sent in a 
picture of his '66 912 Porsche replica 
from a company called Better Bodies. 
Could you supply its address? 

Keith Marzalen 
Jacksonville, FL 


We ran into Doug Clark at the Kit Car 
Corral in Commerce, Georgia (see 
"Riders on the Storm" in this issue), and 
we will be featuring his kit in an upcoming 
issue. In the meantime, write to Better 
Bodies, Dept. KCO1, 111 Olve Dr., San 
Ysidro, CA 92173, 619/690-5081. 


KELLISON QUERY 


1 have always been impressed with the 
style of the Kelison Astra 15, and | now 
own опе. Could you provide me with any 
information on this car? 


Stanley Robinson 
Delton, МІ 


Rory Bateman of Native American 
Craftsman (916/348-8950), which pro- 
duces a Cobra-style rebody for Datsun Z- 
cars, worked with Kelison for a time and 
may be able to supply a few details. 
‘Also, see our feature "Once and Future. 
Kits" (November '94) for a bit of history. 
And starting with our next issue, we wil 
be doing a series of articles on historical- 
Vy significant kits. 


CLASSIC COMPLAINTS 


[would like to tell you that you guys 
re doing an excellent job and have man. 
aged to keep me interested for about. 
three years now. | don't own a КЇ car yet, 
but hope to as soon as | find somebody 
Whol finance me. Anyway, the purpose 
Of this letter is twofold. First, Id like to 
ask why you stil run ads for the “largest 
KIT CAR. 


er in the business” knowing that 
абет ту (no names right? has а his 
tory of unethical sales techniques, frau 
and so on. | know that the fact that you 
fun a company’s ad doesn't mean you 
support it, but it sure looks like й. 
Second, a while ago Midtec came out 
with a very goodlooking car called the 
Midtec Spyder. І haven't heard any more 
about it, and Id like to know if you guys 
have any further information. By the way, 
for those of us who can't afford $40,000 
Kits, it sure is nice to read those features. 
dedicated to lessexpensive cars. Again, 
thanks a lot, and keep up the good work 
Hugo E. Corona 
Irvine, СА 


We'll surmise that the company you're 
referring to is Classic Motor Carriages 
(CMC). Yes, CMC has been investigated 
by the Florida Attorney General more 
than once for fraud and unethical sales 
practices, and as a result of actions 
taken to resolve consumer complaints а 
new corporate entity has emerged called 
Classic Auto Replicars (CARS). As you 
acknowledged, advertising by a given 
company does not constitute the mage- 
zine's "support" of that company—it 
must pay for the space. Note that we 
intentionally omitted CARS’ products 
from our "Buyer's Guide to 90+ Top Kits" 
(September '95) and the buyers’ guide in 
this issue as well. In the limited amount 
of editorial coverage we have done on 
CMC over the last few years, we have 
pointed out both flaws in the products 
and problems with backordered parts 
(note "Phantom Phord,” July '94). Those 
readers having difficulty completing their 
CMC/Fiberfab kits should be aware of 
the Classic Car Owners Association 
(702/254-8815), an organization devot- 
ed to helping CMC customers with their 
projects. As for the Midtec, we haven't 
seen any appear stateside as of this writ 
ing. The new McLela featured in this 
issue is a more affordable alternative, 
and our next issue will be devoted to 
more low-buck buildups. 


MANX MYSTERY 


| am extremely interested in the 
Мапх S made by Manx Motors. | am hop- 
ing to find a kit or a turn-key car. The lest. 
address was in Maryland, and I'd like to 
have the current address and phone 
number of Manx Motors. 


Bill Schwing 
Bethpage, NY 


We'd like to know what happened. 
Manx Motors as well, Pats someone 
in readerland can help. We do know that 
Fiber Jet (916/783-3198) has two 


Bruce Meyers original. 
Motors imtated, eina that Manx 


MORE ANTI-COBRA VE 


1 just had to drop you a line and give 
you my feedback on the September '95 
issue. The boat and submarine story was 
good. It didn't have much to do with kit 
cars, but it was good reading and some 
how a refreshing change of pace from 
yet another muddy Cobra story. 
However, your self-serving reply to 
Michael Letsom’s letter “Enough Already" 
was ludicrous, Do you really have your- 
selves convinced that most folks prefer 
to buy Cobra replicas? Do your home 
work, guys. Here in O-town once in а 
while а Cobra or two will show up at the 
cruise spots. If somebody tries to shoot 
the breeze with the Cobra guys they are 
always noseup snobs who don't want 10 
talk to anybody. They just want to show 
off their highly overrated, fairweather- 
only, super-copy cars. So, should | and 
all the other buyers of your magazine 
who have little or zero interest in the ego 
pump of the rich and shameless stop 
buying your mag? Enclosed is a picture 
of my Avenger, powered by a V6 Buick. | 
also have a Sterling and a '66 Grand 
Sport Corvette. 

Paul Vaine 
Orlando, FL 


Gee, Paul, maybe if you bought a 
Cobra then those “noseup snobs” might 
talk to you at the cruise spots. Seriously, 
we've found most Cobra owners to be 
friendly, down-to-earth folks. And the 
reply to Letsom’s letter was not self-serv- 
ing. Cobra replicas are by far the most 
frequently asked-about kit, so we are 
really trying to serve the needs of the 
readership, Besides, when we don't have 
Coverage on the latest Cobra kits, we 
get complaints from all those readers 
Who happen to like them. 


Aluminum 


4 Cobra true to the original, ultra-light through the use of proven racing materials. All aluminum 


under 


substructure combined with a computer designed 4" round tube frame. Engineered specifically around 


glass, 


the high performance Mustang 5.0 donor vehicle. Authentic British chrome, Lucas lighting, and leather 


$9900. 


complement the flawless 427 SC fiberglass shell. One complete kit, one affordable price, one 3.0 donor. 


(508) 984-3588 
“The Factory Five 427 SC Cobra kit comes complete with everything you need to build your Cobra except а single donor Mustang 0. The Cobra pictured above waa 
"rt from our $9900 kit and а 1991 side Sit Mustang 5.0. The total cost to build this vehicle was $12,840, complete. 1900 Ib, 30 State emiasons legal, all boiadi i 
масш, and the proven pecfornance/eibilty of today s Mustang 50. To find out exactly what you get with this kit and complete specification, call (508) 
‘enoven E00 am - 6-00 PIM. EST. Mustang and Cobra ae registered trademarks. Factory Five is not connected to holders af these trademarks, ©1993 Factor 


SPECIALTY SCENE 


pinnings in front are Aarms with rs, and at the ге 
in a fourzink setup with а Panhard rod and coitovers. The er 
injected 265ci Chevy L99 that produces 195 hp. Нате! 

a period treatment in the cockpit amenities to enhance the 
the car. The A 


јеја Motorcars, 
, 803/324-2277 
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vintage feel 


la will be sold in turnkey form only, with an esti 


KCOL 


AERO KIT 


| Looking for a kit that really fies? With а basic cost of 
| $29,500, the Berkut kit is comparable in price to many 
| Gobra replicas, yet it has a claimed top speed of 300 
Knots, far faster than any kit car we've ever tested. The 

downside is the Berkut takes a bit longer to assembie, at 
least 1500 hours according to the manufacturer, or 2 to 3 
years building part time. Also, not included are the pro- 
Peller, prop extension, avionics, upholstery, paint and 
engine (the company recommends aircraft engines опу— 
Se atomotive Specifically the parallelvalve Lycoming 10- 
) rated at 180 hp), Stil, its one beautiful bird that's gar- 

егей а number of First Place wins at air races 
mental Aviation, Inc., Dept. KCO1, 3025 Airport Ave., 
Jonica, CA 90405, 310/391-1943, 


VW TRIKE 


Some kids 
never grow up. 
They can't give 
vp their water 
pistols, cowboy 
Stuff or even 
their tricycles. 
We can relate— 
‘one of our staff 
had a really neat 
гейапфЫше job with plastic streamers on the handlebars. Of 


Course, most of us have lost interest in pedal power, so why 


Shelby American informs us that its fiberglass. -body Cobr: 
is nearing completion and has a projected price of 640,000, 
The chassis will be newly manufactured to original specs at 
the Southern Desert Correctional Facility, a program initiated 
by Imperial Palace Auto Collection for 100-point restorations. 
The same inmates who worked on Such rare vehicles as 
Duesenbergs will be ‘constructing Cobras as well Shelby 
American, Inc., Dept. KCO1, 501 S. Rancho Dr., Ste. H53, 
Las Vegas, NV 89106, 702/598-3702 ААР 


| 
| 
| SHELBY'S NEW COBRA 


not stretch the forks a bit and bolt a four-banger 

rearend? That's more or less what the Brothers Normans 
(206/4730447) did with the company's new trike kit. Priced 
at а dirtcheap $2250 (or $1000 more for the V6 model 
the package consists of a Minch tubular steel frame driled 


реп 
y vehicles cost а 


.8KIT CAR 


TRUCKIN’ Қ 


ITS 


е three par 
of a rear bed одеа wi 
ers, a cab secti a molded interior 
and doors already hung, and а forward-tilt 
| ing nose piece with integral fenders 
and window glass are included as well 
Also just introduced by Roadrunner 


(619/251-1977) is the Ballistic (left), а body conver 
sion designed by Ernie Skoog for latemodel Chevy 
pickups. Fiberglass components include fenders and 
headlight pods patterned after а '39 Cadillac LaSalle 
а modified grille from a Farmall tractor. The hood 
and running boards are custom-fabricated, and the 
bumper is from an '86 Ford F-150. Roadrunner plans 
tune Skoog's design somewhat. The company 
be offering kits for $7995 and turnkey vehicles 

starting at $46,000, using a '95 Chevy Silverado as a 
| tion. Other projects in the works at Roadrunner: 
dtop sedan delivery version of Fred, a cus 
n sports car with '78'86 Jaguar XJS mechanicals, 
d a modified GT4O body that fits on а VW Beetle 
tubular frame. 


[ KOPPERHED STRIKES | 


Bily F. Gibbons of ZZ Top unveiled his new 
hot rod KOPPERHED to mark the opening of 
"The Rods and Customs of Billy F. Gibbons," 
an eight-month exhibition in the Hollywood 
Gallery at the Petersen Automotive Museum, 

| The exhibit also includes the ZZilla package, 
| which features ELIMINATOR, CadZZilla and 
| HogZZilla. Built by the Pete Chapouris Group, 
| KOPPERHED is a lowered and chopped '50 
Ford threewindow coupe that pays homage 
to the customizing styles of the '50s and 
| "605. Gibbons’ unique collection joins more 
than 200 rare and classic cars, trucks and 
motorcycles on display at the Petersen 
Automotive Museum, located at 6060 Wilshire. 
| Boulevard in Los Ángeles, California. For 
more information, call 213/930-CARS. 
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SPECIALTY SCENE 


To reproduce 
and feel of the or 
an independen! 
essential. To ti 
replicas use either a Jaguar or 
Corvette IRS, but we are 
beginning to see more and 
more modified, late-model 
Ford Thunderbird units 


uses one on its semimono- 
coque IRS on chassis ("Har 


a similar reare 
d by engineer Rich ig 
fabricated tubular Aarms with high 

ry and coilover 


ALL-WEATHER COBRA 


Cobras and practicality are rarely if ever meni 
the same sentence, but Bud au of J&B Snakes is 
Qut to change all that. He's reintroducing the Cobra 
Warrior from the late '70s and early '805 but with а пит. 
ber of changes. This restyled roadster features a fastback 
hardtop with rollup side glass, vent windows, a heater, a 
defroster and air conditioning for year-round:weather driv 
er comfort. The modified Cobra body mounts on a box- 
tube steel (тате with a Mustang | 
frontend and a Ford Sinch rearend. The kit price starts at 
$13,500, and a tilt frontend is optional. For those who 
prefer an originalstyle Cobra, a roadster version is avail 
able as well. J&B Snakes, Dept. KCO1, 415 N. Franklin 
St, Christiansburg, VA 24073, 703/382:2754, 


ks. The front uses Ford 


| 


d unit's 8.8Anch 
Cinch vented brakes. 
and spring rates 


patch dynamics. 
ter, Fayetteville, AR 


EVANS SERIES Il LM 


Readers may recall the. 
Evans Series | ("urnKey 
Exotica,” November '93), 
essentially a streetlegal 
race car. Well, John 
Evans of ‘Evans 
Automobiles (404/292- 
5739) is at it again with 
his new Evans Series || 
LM. The "LM" refers to the LeMans СТІ. class that the car is 
designed to run in, which requires compliance with both DOT 
and EPA laws. Competition includes the likes of the McLaren 
F-1, Ferrari F40 and Jaguar ХЈ220. Evans’ car features an 
epoxyandcarbon fiber monocoque chassis with an Indy-style 
pushrod suspension damped by computer-controlled, inboard- 
mounted Carrera coilovers. The engine will probably be a 
smoglegal 430-450ci Chevy or Donovan smallblock with 
Brodix splayedvalve heads. A ZF transaxle will be used for 
the street car, but the unit for racing has yet to be finalized 
The estimated top speed is 203 mph at 6000 rpm, and the 
approximate price for a turn-key street version is, gulp, 
$250,000. КС 


The Sebring MX 
from Classic Roadsters 


y MX was crowned the Class A road course champion. The same car 


ged an impressive 12.24 second quarter mile in the dra 


hot performance and styling with American craftsmanship and ingenuity, t 
of satisfied Sebring customers have to say. 


had 5 Austin-Healey's, 2 Triumphr's an 
ring. It was fun to build, but dri 


You have an outstanding sports car that, dollar for dollar, equals and even 
surpasses any available vehicle on the road today. The fiberglass, interior, 


frame and trim are of excellent qu 
~ Maurice D. Menard, Quebec 
Take a good look at the basics and compare quality, 
engineering and value. 

Мете confident you'll choose a Classic Roadster. 
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cheap thrills in 
Coming issues. So 


your piggy bank 
and get busy— 
these projects 
not as expensive 
ав you'd think. 
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GETTING THE 


When Bruce Meyers 
first sawed up a VW 
Bug nearly 30 years 
ago to create a dune 
buggy, little did he 
know he would spark а 
worldwide revolution in 
recreational and off- 
Toad vehicles. To this 
day he continues to 
mess around with dune bug 
gies, heading up the Manx 
Dune Buggy Club (619/749- 
6321). A lot of other compa- 
nies have imitated and even 
directly copied his original 
design over the years, but the 
Loletle Buggy has shown sev 
eral distinct improvements: 
Starting with the VW's pan, 
suspension and powertrain, 
the Lolette is available in two 
basic models: standardength 
and shortened (15 inches), 
| The body kit for either version 
Consists of five major compo- 
nents and is designed to bolt 
directly to a stock or short- 
{ened WW pan. The fulHength 
model offers seating for four, 
‘while the shortened one has 
[two sport seats. 

Although it looks similar to 
the original Manx buggy, the 


| lette features а 144-inch- 


ite to offset the body 
Ovides mounting for 


SS 


916/722-8989 


are handlaid fiberglass, color 
gelcoated in a choice of seven 
different hues. The optional, 
16inch, five-spoke alloy wheels 


enhance the Lolette's 90s style 
and also give the chassis big 
ger footprints. 

Imported from South Africa 
by Tim Brown of The Buggy 
Company, the Lolette buggy 
sells for only 51500 for the 
short version and $1700 for 
the — standard-wheelbase 
model. For turnkey vehicles, 
the standard-length model 
runs $7900, while the short- 
ened model costs $1000 
more. If you already have a VW 
pan, The Buggy Company will 
cut and splice it for $395 
Brown says the kit can go 
from Beetle to shortened 
buggy in seven days, while the 
stockpan kit requires even 
less time to assemble and 
allows four full seats. The two- 
Seater, however, is great for 
offroad use because it won't 
high-center as easily and hops 
‘ver bumps better. 


СОВЕ 

Buggy Company 
Dept кб У 
1251 Blumenfeld Dr. 
Sacramento, СА 95810. 


EXOTIC ILLUSIONS EUROSEX 1000 


о stretch, that is 


To stretch or not t tectable.) 


When Porsche rolled out n a Fiero 


} ference between the wheelbases dash and the front and rear body clips. 

the 914 in 1970, the car wee thentic item and the donor vel Exotic llusions’ Demetrios Koroneos the 
considered imaginativelook- me kit companies will extend the doesn't mind if you call him "Jimmy the 
ing by some and downright Кате, a relatively simple process we' Greek" ally proud about the exe 
weird by others. Whichever showing you in an upcoming issue, but й cution which on this partic- 
way the styling was viewed, you'd rather save some time and money ular vehicle features deep-red leather 
everybody agreed that the and leave it stock, Exotic Ilusions has a upholstery on the stock Fiero seats. His 
combination of a VW«sourced Lambo rebody that fits right on the sta kit's interior package (51500) includes 
four-banger with a Porsche dard Fiero. And no, the completed car wired and mounted VDO gauges, plus 


chassis created an entrylevel much simpler. The stock hood doesn't look stubby or as though its been — nonupholstered fiberglass components for 
sports car with exceptional and flip-up headlight assem- left in the dryer too lo the dash, console and doors. The com- 
handing. As time has passed, blies remain in place, as do The secret? An optical illusion of sorts. pleted vehic wn here is being offered 
the 914 has become both a һе doors, windshield, trunk lid The wheelwells on the rear quarter-panels for $40,000, but we're interested т how. 
Porsche lovers delight and a апа Targa top. The door han. have been moved forward a few inches, ќо things on the cheap, and а basic body 
kit builder's dream. The fea- dies also remain stock, elimi- without changing the overall length of the — kit in white gelcoat starts at $5! This. 


tures that mating the body. The only giveaway to a trained eye price includes an assembled rear wing 
made it pop- tedious job of is the reduced distance between the апд gelcoated inner liners for the front 
ular in the converting the аке griles on the sides, just behind the hood and two-piece rear deci 


"705 are stil Yn latches to sut s. This bit of plastic surgery is so wel plete the project, figure on 

valid, and B S| а new body done, casual observers can't tell the di- hours of work and $1000 for the glass, 
with a plenti- style. Many ference. (If you'd rather have the bod, $1500 for lights and $1500 for assorted 
ful supply of " $| stock items а stretched chassis, that’s available as — hardware items and chassis reinforce 


teed ola, Se ate-veianed well for a $500 upcharge.) ments. A deluxe kit that goes for 515,000 
Even without extending the frame, you includes all of the above plus wheels and 

Зете Ки less ue $3000 ный кеа the kit, ке stil have to cut up and reinforce the tires. Look for a 25th Anniversary replica. 
Gach, it makes more sense the front tum signals, wii chassis to install the kit. As shown in the — from this company later this year. 
than ever as a base for a con- are refitted deep inside the ompanying photos, Exotic Illusions 
version kit. grille opening. The decorative elds K-shaped members of box-tube SOURCE 

Dan Sigler of Rayco іп St, air intakes for the front and steel on the rocker panels to restore the Exotic Illusions 
Louis, Missouri, has been fabri rear brakes are designed to rigidity lost when the top is cut. (For prac- Dept. KCO1 
cating Porschebased restyling Бе fully functional with some ticality, the kits roofline is crowned slighty R. 347 Main St. 
packages for many years, and additional cutting and fitting to create more headroom, but again, this Dickson City, PA 18519 
his latest offering is this slant- with grilles. bit of plastic surgery is virtually unde- 717/383-1206 
позе 986 rebody that dramat — Options include two differ- 
саћу modernizes the lines of ent rear wings, custom side 
the squaredoff 914, Priced at mirrors, a taillightlens pack 
$1445, the kit consists of 11 age and an inside trunk 
fiberglass components, six release. The wheel openings 
mounting brackets, 35 screws are designed for 15-inchers 
and a gallon of adhesive. with wide offsets, and a mini 

Sigler says the Rayco 986 тит tire size of 205 for the 
is simple enough to install in front and 225 for the rear is 


less than $7000, this Porsche chased separately, and a convertible ver- 
930-style body kit fits on a sionis available for a $1000 upcharge. | 
stock Fiero chassis, with no you'd rather have Indy Exotics do the 
structural or mechanical mod- bodywork, the installation charge starts 
fications required. It’s а! 510,000, and turn-key cars run a папе 
designed to be so simple, you mum of $24,000 without paint. 
сап even use ће existing door Interestingly enough E company has | 
your driveway in as little 5ш 5 latches. While the paint job on also designed a package to fit 
hours, even lor those o. pa Т ee one = ge авва лето ise bit | on W Beetieior Ризе cae 
ей mechanical ability. Ad Ме" nd- overwrought for our tastes, we think this well. So if you don't have a Fiero thats. 
that figure time for repoing ness for пе аи. IEX TURBO Kit would look pretty sharp їп Porsche — going fallow, just dust off that old Bug oF 
and painting. The conversion mance of the 914, and now it never ceases to amaze us how many Factory Siver or Red. Should the anemic. sandblast that rusty Porsche. KC 
requires some sheetmetal cut Rayco's 986 overcomes апу different body kits have been tried on the Fiero powerplant seem underwrought, 

ting at each corner of the car — objections to the styling. versatile Fiero chassis. Think of it as a Indy Exotics offers a V8 swap (51995 for SOURCE 

and then bonding the new chameleon or one of those transformer adapter, $2000 for labor). ___ Indy Exotics 

body panels and fastening SOURCE robots. Indy Exotics, known for its repli: ___ The basic IEX Turbo kit consists of 13 Dept. KCOI 

them with screws. They are Rayco cas of Countachs, Cobras and classics, fiberglass pieces, along with hinges, 1551 Churchman Ave. 
designed for easy alignment, Dept: KCOl has just jumped on the Fiero rebody band- emblems and Lexan quarter-windows. Indianapolis, IN 

with large front and rear body 1710 Delmar Blvd. | wagon with its new IEX Turbo. Priced at Items from this package can be pur. 317/784-1119 


sections to make positioning 5.19015, МО 


niei. s. 


By Jeff Hartman 


PHOTOGRAPHY: JEFF HART 


of this year, no new produc- 
tion automobiles will be 
equipped with carburetors. 


Electronic fuel injection (EFI) is now 
the industry standard. In the kit саг 
market, however, EFI is still relatively 
novel, seen far less often than a Holley 
four-barrel. Change is inevitable, and 
we expect EFI to appear on more and 
more kits, but that doesn’t mean you'll 
have to give up that original look 
under the hood. The Contemporary 
427 Cobra shown here has a big-block 
mill with Weber horns yet also some- 
thing different: port EFT. 

Why go to the extra effort and 
expense of this computer-driven fuel 
system? Good question, especially 
when а well-tuned carburetor supplies 
excellent performance. Unfortunately, 
the more radical the engine, the less 
streetable a carbureted engine is like 
ly to be—which is why Bill Kantz’ 
Cobra runs a custom Norwoo 
Autocraft port fuel injection controlled 
by a Haltech E6 engine management. 
system from Enjectec. 

„Ме EFI is superior to carburo- 

ion in virtually every way from a 
technical point of view, you can't beat 
the cost of a Holley four-barrel, right? 
For a relatively mild V8 engine in a 

à 16 КТ CAR 


but instead of a float ch: 


nonemissions vehicle, a $200 four. 
barrel carb will do the job. But EFI 
can make radical engines streetable 
that would otherwise not be. 

Everyone has probably seen carbu- 
reted engines with wild cams that stall 
repeatedly, pollute terribly, bog and 
stumble and generally make life miser- 
able at anything less than hot full 
throttle. Well-designed EFI does away 
with these problems (see inset boxes). 
Individual injectors squirting fuel 
directly at each intake valve make for 
excellent mixture distribution. They 
also do away with manifold wall-wet- 
ting, where fuel condenses on the run- 
ner and then randomly tears loose in 
sheets, further upsetting distribution 


EL m another big-block Cobra replica? 
р Hardly. This Contemporary Cobra lives up to its 


M ^^ пате. Although the engine looks fairly traditional, it 

has some of the latest in fuel-injection technology. The 
four two-throat throttle bodies use the Weber IDA bolt pattern, 
amber and all the internal guts of a Weber 
two-barrel, these throttle bodies have injector bosses cast on the 
inboard side for electronic injectors. 


and causing misfires that accentuate 
the bad idle of a lumpy cam. Because 
port EFI manifolds do not need to deal 
with wet mixtures, they potentially 
produce more torque and better fuel 
economy by allowing engineers ог 
tuners greater freedom in designing 
tuned intake manifolds. The Cobra's 
engine is typical of powerplants that 
would not be nearly as practical with- 
out electronic port fuel injection. 

Aside from the techy FE Ford mill, 
Bill Kantz's Cobra is a beautifully 
executed repro car with an original- 
style round-tube ladder frame, 
Jaguar independent suspension, 
Connolly black-leather interior by 
‘Tin Lizzi Affair, Smiths gauges and а 


The 550 Spyder has now bee: 
joined with the Speedster, 
Cabriolet, and Lister. 


For additional info, call or write 


Beck Development 


1531 West 13th Street, Unit E 
Upland, CA 91786 
909-981-3840 


As the Spyder, all our cars are 
tube framed and Top Quality 
in their class. 


The West Coast 


Start with the kit you can finish. 


L A Exotics Cobra kit rolls off the truck already assembled. The body is gel-coat color of your choice, with hood 


doors & trunk hinged, rolling chassis, all Ford suspension, 4 wheel disk brakes, 9" rear end, rack & pinion steering, 
gas tank, all lights, fuse box, wiring hamess, pedal assembly, windshield, gauges, and much more. 


‘or free literature, write: 


LA Exotics 
6900 Knott Avenue, Unit E 
Buena Park, CA 90621 


To ask questions, or order literature: 


(714) 523-8464 


A Norwood custom, two-piece, O-ring-type, D- 
section fuel rail feeds high-pressure fuel to the 
eight injectors, with excess fuel returning to the 
fuel tank via a pressure regulator. Notice the 
air-temperature sensor cable-tied to the left rail 
on the individual stack setup, with no common 
itake plenum or air cleaner. Metal straps on 
either end that bolt to the end throttle bodies 
hold the fuel rails in place. The two-piece fuel 
гай is connected by a loop of braided-steel line 
at the rear. Fuel enters via the right front and 
exits via the left front. A high-pressure regulator 
pinches off flow to maintain a preset pressure. 


wood steering wheel. Stuarts Paint and Body 
Specialists of Dallas finished the fiberglass in 
Rossa Corsa Red with Violet Pearl 
ith the EFI big-block providing an estimat 
ed 420 hp, acceleration is ну quick, pA 
the engine is docile at idle or pulling up to the 
local алела. Kants lists the cost as "TSTC"— 
оо scared to count, The EFI syst e 
added $4000 to the buildup budget Howevec 
Enjectec also has a budget-priced EFI system in 
the works. He says the car took nine months to 
build, with help from John Trammell and Bob 
Norwood. Kantz is presently considering racing 
the red Cobra in club eventa at the Mineral 
ells Motor Speedway, west of Fort Worth 


Mallory Unilite distributor 
delivery, the engine uses а Sd 
Firepower Geil urit. The Haltech E6 controls spark timing based on а 


crank trigger. 


А Bosche. 
module 
links the 
E6 comput- 
er to the 
MSD 6- 
series 
capacitive- 
discharge 
coil driver. 
MSD's tach 
adapter 
enables. 
the multi- Аё 
spark igni- 


tach as it 
should. 


А Bosche adjustable fuel-pressure 
regulator pinches off fuel flow 
back to the tank to maintain a pre- 
set pressure (usually around 40 
psi). Changes in fuel pressure can 
throw off the air/fuel mixture. 


Jeff Hartman is the 
author of Fuel Injection: 
Installation, Performance 
Tuning, Modifications, 
available for $19.95 from 
Motorbooks International, 
800/826-6600. 4 


A vacuum accumulator manifold 
enables idle stabilization under 
Haltech E6 control via an IAC step- 
per motor that allows varying 
amounts of air to bypass the throt- 
Чез, Manifold pressure sensors 
require a similar accumulator 
device to get an accurate pressure 
reading. However, this EFI system 
Uses throttle position sensing along 
with engine speed and air temper- 
ature to estimate engine load and 
fuel requirements, 


BUILDING THE ENGINE 


Jim MacFarland and Bili To 
(302/335-3369) of Frederica, Delaware, 
built the FE motor for Bill Кап! 25 Cobra. 
Starting with a '62 406 Ford block, they 
bored the cylinders 4.160 inches and 
swapped the crank for a 3.98. This pro 
duced a 428ci displacement and an 
over-square bore-stroke ratio (although 
not to the degree of the 4275 with its 
4.233 bore and 3.781 stroke). The 428 
has a much better street bore-stroke 
ratio (due to its longer stroke and rods) 
and consequently improved low-end 


DESIGNING THE FUEL SYSTEM 


Note the complex bellcrank linkage for 
synchronizing the opening of all eight 
throttles simultaneously. The multi- 
inline vacuum synchronizer is used 
exactly as it would be on a multicarb 
setup. These Norwood-modified Weber 
throttle bodies have two mechanical 
adjustments: air bleed and throttle 
position. Fuel control (injection pulse 
width, ог open time) is entirely comput- 
er-controlled. 


PROGRAMMING THE E6 


The Haltech E6, as refined by computer 
engineer Shane Scott (now the chief engi 
neer at Enjectec), has al the right stuff to 
make radical engines streetable. Engines 
with wild cam specs (with poor idle vacuum, 
low idle vacuum and so forth) require per- 
fect mixtures to avoid misfires. Injectors 
aimed directly at the highswir//high-speed 
air surrounding the intake valves help avoid 
slowair-velocity problems typical of big inlet 
runners, which tend to worsen distribution 
on wetmanifold V8s and cause surging and 
hunting. The E6 permits an oxygen-sensor, 
closedoop mixture calibration at idle and 
light cruise. However, where valve timing 
specs make the engine overly sensitive to 

um stoichiometric (14.7:1) air/fuel 
ratios, closed loop can be reserved (ог 
somewhat higher revs and richer mixtures. 
programmed for idle. 

Radical engines by definition have a wide 
dynamic power range—the difference. 
between lightload, lowrpm power and high- 
load, highrpm power. A unique EG feature is. 
the staging capability, which allows a user to 


torque. The crank is ground 
010 inch undersize and is 
equipped with 428 rods 
ARP bolts. TRW L2245 
forged pistons are .030 
inch over stock. The com- 
uter friendly bumpstick is а 
Cam Motion custom grind with a shorter 
duration on intake for less turbulence. 
The valvetrain uses Crane springs and 
retainers. The entire assembly 15 bal 
anced and blueprinted, and the highwol 
ume oil pump sucks from a Canton 


When it comes to fuelinjecting the FE 
rd, given the age of the engine (no facto 
ry FE engines with EFI were ever built) 
there are two practical methods for adding 

The first involves converting an alu- 
minum four-barrel intake manifold to 
accept port injectors by custom-milling 
holes into the top of a single-plane mant 
fold, welding in injector bosses, designing 
a method of holding the injectors in the 
manifold and fabricaling some kind of fuel 
ail or supply loop with a pressure regula 
tor and an excess fuel return line. 

However, for many engines—including 
the FE Ford—Webertype intake manifolds 
are readily available. The manifolds are 
individualtunner designs, set up for опе 
barrel per runner and one twobarrel carb 
per pair of runners. With the advent of 
aftermarket programmable fuel injection in 
the '80s, certain enterprising individuals 
realized that Weber-type throttle bodies 
with their individual throttles, Weber bolt 
patterns (ОСА, IDF or IDA) and castin injec- 


run two injectors per cylinder, operating one 
at idle and lighter loading and staging an 
additional set of injectors under heavier load- 
ing. This feature allows a much greater 
dynamic fueling range, permitting the instal- 
lation of small primary injectors for а long 
idle open time and big secondary staged 
injectors for füllthrottle horsepower. Scott 
recently devised a new E6 staging strategy, 
in which the computer runs one set of injec- 
tors as load and revs increase until they are 
operating near 100 percent duty cycle. The 
computer then holds them at full cycle and 
asynchronously fires the second set of injec- 
tors at the pulse width required to provide 
sufficient total injector open time. 

The E6 provides a set of QuickMap func- 
tions that automates the design of fuel 
curves for a particular engine. The user 
enters five or six parameters, such as 
peak torque rpm, engine size and so on, 
and the computer builds its own fuel map. 
QuickMap provides excellent results, and 
no further tuning is necessary. Many 
tuners will decide to calibrate the fuel 
maps manualy on а dyno or under actual 
driving conditions. 


are Low Riser 427 heads with stainless- 
steel valves with sandblasted and pol- 
ished intake ports. The rockers are 


Harlan Sharp roller-tip units. The suggest- 
ed redline for the engine is 7000 rpm. 


tor bosses were an excellent solution for 
bolton port EFI. These units have space 
for injectors downstream of the individual 
throttles (even two injectors per barrel is 
feasible), and theyve got the perfect look. 
he Kantz Cobra used Norwood Autocraft 
Weber-style throttle bodies. 

Weber manifolds tend to dump an 
air/fuel mixture virtually straight down into 
the heads. The Weber manifolds can han- 
де wet mixtures, and they are designed [ог 
performance. The injectors used must have 
enough capacity to fuel optimum horse- 
power at fulload peak torque yet have suf- 
ficient idle injection pulse width (injector 
‘open time) to provide repeatable squirt vol 
umes (generaly at least 1.5 miliseconds). 


SOURCE 

Norwood Autocraft/Enjectec 
Dept. КСОЛ, Ste. 400 

2158 W. Northwest Hwy. 
Dallas, TX 75220 

214/831-8111 


The Haltech E6 "brain" (shown here 

with the adapter board for interfacing. 
ith a stock GM ТРІ fuel injection 

wiring harness) reads the manifold 

pressure and throttle position, engine 

speed, air temperatur t tem _ 

perature, exhaust gas охув! А 

crank position. It actuates. ife m 

tors, ignition, idle air control and 

the nitrous solenoids. КС“ 


РАМ. — THE NATI 
FEATURING ТО! 
"PERFORMANCE 
CARBURETORS 


PERFORMANCE “р 
DISTRIBUTORS 


HIGH QUALITY 
VALVE COVERS, 


DELUXE ENGINE REBUILD KITS 
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PAW Catalog 


00 in USA ONLY • $20.00 lor Overseas 
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МЕ ACCEPT AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD. VISA & DISCOVER CARO. 
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Performance Automotive Warehouse 
8966 Mason Avenue • Chatsworth + California « 91311 


'P.A.W. ENGINE KITS ARE COMPILED FROM THE COUNTRY'S TOP AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS AND FEATURE ТОР 
NAME BRANDS AT WHOLESALE PRICES. KITS ARE AVAILABLE IN ALL STAGES. PHONE FOR YOUR LOW PRICE. 
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tion the engine i 
mark where the transmission notch nee? 
to be made. Tack«weld the front ene». 
mount and the transmission mount to ws 
framerailz, unbolt the brackets а" 
remove the cradle for the next step. 


place 


the engine compart he pi 
pe installation seen hc 

o, O.E.M.-appeari 
pushes the | 
shown here 
ive 5.29 seconds 
than 2 seconds quicker than the onigi 
88 with a Уб 

gine cradle/chassis on the '88 
Fiero is а little narrower than the ear- 
lier models’, so some cutting and weld 
necessary to get a proper V8 fit 
till not 
the do-it-your 
ing-challenged among у 
farm out that portion of the job. This 


60 mph in an 
hats more 


Д Make а notch that allows clearance for the transmission and solidly weld the 
transmission mount and the front engine mount in place. These shots show the 
configuration of the notch (left) and its relative position once the cradle is back in 
the car (right) 


[ 
| 
| 

Some trimming is | 

required on the | 
inner passenger-side | 
rail for clearance at the 
front of the engine. You | 
also need to add a | 
mounting pad and a | 
bracket for engine sup 

port (left). This is also a 

good time to remove | 

the original end mount- | 
ing pad and exhaust | 
hangers. With the cra- | 
dle back in the car 

(right), note the posi- 

tion of the new mount- 

ing pad (circled). 


some notches in the left and 
right engine bay structures to 
clear the transmission and the 
front of the engine. The driver 
side needs to be notched and 
reinforced, and the passenger 
side only needs a flange 
removed and a little bending of 
the sheetmetal. Once the forego- 
ing steps have been completed, 
you will want to paint the engine 
compartment and the K-frame 
for а clean, factory appearance. 


7 Getting the actual engine ready for installation in the newly modified cradle requires bolting on the 1 
engine mounts, the flywheel and the new heavy-duty clutch. In the photo at the right, note the increased Size Qf The We 
clutch (left) compared with the stock unit. Bolt the transmission to the engine. “ж 
Ке 


Шр: 


ате conversion kit will work on the 
earlier-model Fieros without mod. 
ification of the chassis. 

The swap process will work with а 
four- or five-speed transmission and 
even an automatic, though some of the 
procedures will be slightly different. 
The first steps in the process are to 
drain all the fluids from the stock 
engine and remove the engine, the 
transmission and the susp jon as a 
single unit by loosening the entire rear 
K-framelengine cradle and lowering it 
from underneath the car. Be sure to 
disconnect and label the wiring and 
make sure the plumbing and other 
hardware are detached so that the 
engine comes out smoothly. Then sep- 
arate the engine from the transmis. 
sion and remove both from the cradle. 

For $1895 (or $1995 for a big-block), 
Zumalt's V8 conversion kit includes a 
billet aluminum front engine mount 
assembly, an air-conditioning-com- 
pressor rear brace, an alternator-pul- 
ley spacer, drive belts, a water pump, 
a water pump pulley, a crank pulley, a 
billet front transaxle mount, an 
engine-to-transaxle adapter and 
starter mount, a steel flywheel, a 
pressure-plate assembly, a clutch disc, 
a throwout bearing, a high-torque 
starter, an oil filter relocation kit, a 
pair of Mark Williams chrome-moly 
racing axles, a cable mounting brack- 
et, a cooling system fill neck, coolant 
line hoses and hardware. 

If this seems like a bigger project 
than you can handle, Fiero Doc can 
handle the complete installation (or 
any part thereof), and depending on 
the degree of modifications and the 
extra gear and engine choices, it will 
So eb for $3000 to $5000. 

е owner of this originally V8-pow- 
ered '88 Fiero couldn't А а 
er. Despite the car's strong accelera- 
tion, he's been averaging 18 to 22 mpg. 
in hard, pushing-the-limits street driv- 
ing. The car is friendly enough for get- 
ting the groceries and enough of a gut- 
ter snake to surprise and embarrass 
notable modern musclecars. 


Huff used a Street & Performance 
О гес control unit (ECU) ang 
wiring harness that he spliced together 
with the stock Fiero harness so that all 
electronic instruments and other sys. 
tems would work in harmony with the 
TPI engine system. It is easier to 
assemble the wiring and the ТРГ unit 
while the engine is outside the car. 


Mounting the engine/transmission 
Віт into the cradle is the next 
step. Note that the engine is mostly 
assembled, including the custom 
Sanderson block-hugger headers. 


10 te tole engine, mounted in 
the cradle, back into place in the 
engine bay and secure it. Thanks to 
some careful detailing and the use of 
stock Fiero engine bay components, this 
V8 has a clean, factory-fresh appear- 
ance. For clearance at the top of the 
engine, you'll need to modify the decklid 
hinges а little and take a small notch out 
of the decklid support. 


| | 


ay 
1 122s the engine is in position, 

it’s time to install the new cus- 
tom, chrome-moly axles from Mark 
Williams Enterprises that are included 


the conversion kit, Note that the 
longer axle is 2.5 inches longer than 
stock, and the shorter one is 2.5 inch- 
es shorter than stock. 


12^ the suspen: 

Р sion components 

Z| have been reattached, 
the exhaust is a custom 
fabrication that first con- 
nects the block-hugger 
headers to a Y-shaped 
arrangement. The 
exhaust then goes into а 
Flowmaster muffler and 
out the tailpipes, exiting 
at both sides of the 
bumper. 


SOURCES 


Fiero Doc 
Dept. KC01 
13", replaced the |2165 Dupont, 
stock Fiero radiator Unit I 
with a Superior four-core | Anaheim, CA 
unit that is a direct bolt-in 92806 
replacement. For plumbing, x 
he used as much steet ub || 
as possible to extend the i 
cooling passages to the new. МЕ REDI | 
Й engine. The steel tubing is | 6308 Lonoview Rd. 
also тоге durable than rub- Кукык МО | 
ber hoses. КС оомо 
| 816/966:0595 


Ken’s SPECIALTY AUTO 

Owners: Trudy and Ken Dinnhaupt 

RR#1, Box 1360, Windfall Roo: 

Utica, New York 13502 
1-800-EUROPA- 1 

Phone (315) 793-0639 Fax (315) 793-9328. 

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS: 

Bethania Garage Pigeon Performance 

5375 Bethania Rd., РО. Box 50 1420 RTE 125 C.P. 670 STE Julienne, 


Bethania, NC 27010 Quebec, Canada JOK 270. 
Phone (800) 688-9652 Phone (514)831-2791 


inal Cobra parts! 


We stock mony hard-to-find parts including LeMans roller caps; 
Tight packages; wiper motors, arms & blades; de-mister vents, 
festerers, switches, softtops, fuel caps and more. Call us today! 


‘Chrome-on-brass rocing mirror. 
loy racing mirror os 
per original style... 


Now the com ine of top-quality auto 


Roller доз cap w/edapter & hardware ... 
parts from our. British affiliate, Evropa, 


Wind windows (разне 


‘available to you. Wind windows (alos). Leto switches for ll opponi 
4 " Sunvisors (colors avail.) rig. PRET wi 
Look to us for specialty mechanical, elec- BM ресей 


tricol and trim ports for Cobra, kit, classic 


Wiper kits, complete w/arms/bla: 
‘and custom car enthusiasts and shops. 


Rear nudge bars (55) моде 
n Headlight units, complete pair w/rims. 


Overriders (рой) a 5 
МОЛЕ door latches (used in Cobras)» 


You'll enjoy prompt, friendly service. 


VDO & Smiths Instrument gauges—call to 
detail your needs 

6140 Fuel сор»... 

Classic Roadsters & Classic Motor 

Carriages Parts Available. 


‘Shown here is just а small selection from 
‘our broad product range. Give us а call 
today to order, or to get your complete 
parts catalog and current price list. 


COMPLETE 
INVENTORY PARTS 
FOR SFEEDSTERS 


SEND $5.00 
FOR INFORMATION 
AND BROCHURE 


VINTAGE SPEEDSTERS 


12112 CENTRALIA ROAD, HAWAIIAN GARDENS, CA 90716 (310) 402-4334 FAX (310) 402-4452 


By Steve Temple 


ur kit's electricals 


like going to the dentist 
Nobody really looks for. 
ward to it, but i 


procedure a 
consulted with Unique Motorcars 
and its wiring expert, electrical engi- 
neer Rick Cornutt of Prodesign 
Systems, a firm that specializes in 
industrial controls and automation 
equipment. Cornutt's industrial- 
duty experience really shows in the 
simplicity and orderliness of the 
harness included with Unique's 
bra replica kit. Even if you're 
building another type of kit, his 
tech tips and proven methods of 
installation still apply. So follow 
along as we get plugged їп. 


The harness may 
look like a plate of 
‘spaghetti at first, but 
its actually orga- 
nized into three 
basic sections: the 
front (A—engine, 
headlights and turn 


signals}, the cockpit 


Inthe cockpit, the grounding. ў 

wire must be tightly secured 
(B—dash instru- with a star nut to the bare 
pem Er metal tubing of the frame, 
gles and fuse beet) with no paint, rust or oil to 
and de rear (a interfere with the electrical MEMEENIEN 
lights and battery). pny Rems not The GM f 
MM and pater а byanumberedtagmar, PO deddirectytothe frame апа plugin boc tor coni i fusos 
ЕИ aerate by a mum whats feed into the central ground of accessories. With the crimp-type ter- 
ен less. minal, soldering is recommended. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: STEVE TEMPLE 


6 Issues 242 


Wiring for the dash instruments simply 
plugs into the cockpit section of the 
harness. Note how the gauge wires are 
neatly bundled and have connectors at 
the ends. 


Drill 1¥4inch openings with a hole saw to route both the front and rear sections 
Df the harness through the firewall. Cutting oil (the same type used for drilling _ 
through metal) makes the job easier. Feed the rear harness back under the car in 


the transmission tunnel. 


TOP VIEW 


cut 
вте — 
hole here | 


YES! 


send те $епа те: 

Ql year (6 issues) 
Ол year of KITCAR 
(6 issues) for just $9.95 
of KIT CAR 


(02 years (12 issues) 


for just $9.95 
for only $17.95 


O2 years | 
(12 issues) О Payment enclosed | 
for only $17.95 Овте(5.« | 
O Payment onciosed О вате (05. 8 Canada ony) "rr Conadc ont) | 

| 


Nome (please ріп), Name (please prn) 
dares Address. 
ciy. She. DR ste 


уда пеннйн pice 52100 ог Бао. me 
поло naaar oror oad 500 per yaar Coches GU: 
ОЕ Юре топ cl payment mu be m US nde AON 
ie fo emotes 

Spectacle tor new мно oriy, isore: 


Repulor newsstand price 5210 (ог 6 lsusb. The ave otter i good in the US 
пу, Солодоп odors add $500 рег yeor Cacuces GSD: at oiner foreign orden 
Sa 98100 per year: ol poymonts must to к US Ала. Alo 4:8 week for Your fat 


Sto to bo makea 
Special niroduclony опы fr пем васса oniy, pese éAZC7/kc 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID ВУ ADDRESSEE 
P.O. BOX 51851 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL. 


UNITED STATES 


BOULDER CO 80323-1851 


By Steve Temple 


your kit's ele 
going to the dentist, 
Nobody really looks for. 

ward to it, but it's some- 
thing you've gotta do. To make the 
proced painless as possible, we 
consulted with que Motorcars 
and its wiring expert, electrical engi 
neer Rick Cornutt of Prodesign 
Systems, a firm that specializes in 
industrial controls and automation 
equipment. Cornutt's industrial- 
duty experience shows in the 
simplicity and orderliness of the 
harness included with Unique's 
Cobra replica kit. Even if you're 
building another type of kit, his 
tech tips and proven methods of 
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ы SRS Wiring for the dash instruments simply 
Drill 14-inch openings with a hole saw to route both the front and rear sect plugs into the cockpit section of the 
of the harness through the firewall. Cutting oil (the same type used for drilling harness. Note how the gauge wires are 
through metal) makes the job easier. Feed the rear harness back under the car in neatly bundled and have connectors at 
the transmission tunnel. the ends. 


(ОД 


cut 
1Yeinch — 
hole here 


TOP VIEW 
Se Nea 


G 


hin Winch 
Mere 7 hole here 
hole here vie h 
Run harness 
forward 
cut | 
into engine 
1inch 2 
Pole here Compartment 
Back through 
transmission 
cut 
1inch 
hole here 


Locate and mount harness on underside of - ? 
transmission tunnel in upper corner of driver side. Routing the rear section of the harness 


requires drilling another hole in the left 
These diagrams from Prodesign's wiring manual show the basic layout of the har- rear wheelwell and feeding the section. 


ness in Unique's Cobra kit. The numbers in the circles correspond to the tags on the — into the trunk. Don't forget to use a 
individual wires, rubber grommet here. 


JANUARY 19962 
4 


| 


< For Speed With a simple V-8 the Cobra 
will bury most cars on the street. Average 
weight only 24005. 

* For Enjoyment - Shell Valley Cobras аге 
fun to build and a thrill to drive. Enjoyable not only for men but 
ladies alike which will be realized on the first trip to the store. 

• For Show - The crowds that generate around the Shell 

Valley Cobra are amazing. Consequently the car show 

trophies are piling up! 

There are many more advantages to numerous to mention. However, 
take note of the following as it's “Considered the greatest thing since 
Cars were Бот years ago.” It's an ай new step-by-step assembly video 
that will save you a hundred hours in assembly time and will provide 
“professional” results without needing "professional" skill. Once again, 
SVM is a business leader as this tape could mean the difference 
between a finished vehicle and one sitting in a box. Which Cobra would 
you choose? 


At the firewall, a rubber grommet 
| should be used to protect the harness 
| from chafing, and a plastic conduit is a 
| good idea as well. For a neater-looking 
| compartment, the harness can be rout- 
| ed at the corner of the firewall 


Info. 4021246-2355- 
ed ni 


“Informigtibn Раск; i 2 (~ 
64557: Video.S24.08 P^ t "io 3 2 = И] 


The taillight converter in the cockpit 
Section of the harness can handle two 
types of Cobra taillights: rectangular 
with one double-filament bulb (289 
Cobra) or round with two double-fila- 
ment bulbs (427 Cobra). 


=, 
J.M. Desigu AUTO sport 


394 Principale 
эс Carré (Québec) CANADA 
JOT 130 (819) 688-2631 


FIBERGLASS РАМЕ 
INSTALLED ON STOCK ва - 94 CAVALIER 


„ 28 KIT CAR 


Inside the 
engine compart. 
ment, secure 
the harness with | 
insulated air- 
craft-grade wire | 
clamps every | 
few inches. 
Another way to 
protect the har- 
ness is to sleeve 
it with metal tub- 
ing. This looks 
cleaner as well. 


SOURCES 
Prodesign Systems, Inc. 
Dept. KCO1 

РО, Box 361 

Gadsden, AL 35901 
205/546-1000 

Unique Motorcars 
Dept. KC01 

230 E. Broad St. 
Gadsden, AL 35903 


In the trunk, route the wires to the fuel tank send- 
205/546-8708 


ing unit, battery and lights. Plastic ties can be 
used as well to secure the wires. КС 


(FIERO Н.0. | 


CALL 


602-376-1550 


INTERIOR PRODUCTS. 
Wrap Around Dash, Dash Cover, ood Рава. 
Molded Carpet. Leather Sex Covers & toret 


PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS | 
‘Suspension Kt Speedway Brake Upgrade. 
Епа Swaps: Conon V8, 

ACESA 36 Mer V-68 Оаа 


CATALOG - 56 or CATALOG & VIDEO 510 
Money Order or VISA/MC 
Cel ad order ойу: 
| PISA CORP. 
| 15088, Dey 


"he FIERO OWNER S CLUB of America 
slips avilable through PISA - 534. 


JANUARY 1996 29. 


е are just coming off the 40th anniver 
ebration of the Chevrolet small-block V! 

now is the time to reflect on all the engine has 

iven us. This small-block has ranged in size from 
262 to 400 cubic inches, and approximately 65 mil- 
lion units have been sold. It has set numerous 
horsepower and torque records with each new dis- 
placement size and has propelled many a car (r 
and kit) down the road or track for ineredible tim 
lips and pure driving enjoyment. If the next 40 
ve have a lot to 


years are anything like the last 40, 
ook forward to from this venerable 


ry œl- 
and 


STEALTHY POWER 

Want to add more horsepower to 
your V8-powered kit? Weiand 
Automotive offers its versatile, dual- 
plane, high-rise Stealth manifolds. 
Pictured is the small-block Chevy 
manifold, but Weiand makes the 
Stealth manifold for all small-block 
applications including Ford and 
Chrysler. Weiand claims the Stealth 
bolted on a small-block Chevy pro- 
duced 407 hp and 444 lb-ft of torque 
in dyno testing. Weiand Automotive, 
Dept. KC01, 2316 San Fernando Rd.” 
P.O. Box 65301, Los Angeles, CA 
90065, 213/225-4138, 


ROAD ARMOR 

Does your kit 
car sit {ог 
months on end 
while you wait 
for the weather 
to get nice 
again? If it 
does, it could 
develop fuel 
residue that 
could be harm- 
ful to 
Boat Arm 


tive and stabilizer that is claimed to 


fuel tank 
5600 Cornell Rd., Cincinnati, OH 
45242, 800/729-7600. inna, oH 
ЗОКТ CAR 


REPAIRS MADE EASY 

Often working оп a carbure! 
when it is off the car is extremely dif- 
ficult because there is nothing to 
hold it in a bench vise. As a solution 
Mr. Gasket offers aluminum repair 
stands with serrated grips. 
Specifically designed for Holleys, the 
stands both elevate and level carbu- 
retors for easier repairs on tabletops. 
The company also makes the Jet | 
Tool, which is designed for changing 
carb jets more easily. You can store 
extra jets inside the tool's handle. 
Mr. Gasket Performance Group, 
Dept. KC01, 8700 Brookpark Rd. 
Cleveland, OH 44129, 216/398-8300, 


FREE FLOWING 

If you have adapted a new LT1 
small-block Chevy into your favorite 
kit car project, Air Flow Research 
has these 50-state-emissions-legal 
cylinder heads for you. The heads are 
direct replacements for '92 and 
newer LT reverse-cooled applica- 
tions, The company claims this prod- 
uct offers excellent flow characteris- 
ties and increased structural integri- 
ty over stock. Air Flow Research, 


Dept. KC01, 10490 Пех Ave.” 


Шы ______________---_—_—_——=—======—=—=—=—=—=—=—=—=—Е 


Stuff for Show 'n' бо 
| By Steve Warner 
Ге c aed z "a 


BETTER COOLING 

If the engine in your kit car is hav. 
ing a hard time staying cool, maybe 
you should replace the water pump 

th one from Edelbrock. The compa- 
Victor Series aluminum water 
pump saves weight and is available for 
small-block Ford applications. The 
durable, cast-iron impeller is C. 
machined for accuracy and of! 
reverse-curved vanes for maximum 
flow even at low s; Edelbrock 
Corp., Dept. KCO1, 2700 California St., 
Torrance, CA 90503, 310/781-2222. 


427 FILTER MOUNT 


ny 


No room for the oil filter in your 
Cobra's engine compartment? Get а 
remote filter mount from Ken's 
Specialty Auto. This original-style 
aluminum piece is silicon-impregnat- 
ed to prevent leaking and accepts à 
Standard spin-on Ford FL- filter. As 
on the original Cobra, the mount fits 
оп the front of the Ford FE engine's 
water pump, or elsewhere if pre- 
ferred. The cost is $120 plus shipping 
and handling. For this and numerous 
other Cobra accessories, contact 
Ken's Specialty Auto, Dept. KC01, 
RR£1, Box 136Q, Windfall Rd., Utica, 


Pacoima, CA 91331, 818/890-0616. 


NY 13502, 315/793-0639. КС 


^^ AWARD WINNER 


= THE OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
ENTED BY KIT CAR MAGAZINE 1994 

7 > Е LIMITED OFFER!!! 
INTERCEPTOR 50005 


Body and accessories which includes 38 items (Most of any on ће market) 
Now wil also indude pre-hung doors—Locks ond latches installed 
Inner door brace and door shock mounted 
‘so billet aluminum lower shock mount included!!! 


$6500 only 


INTERCEPTOR 25th 
Body and accessories which includes 38 items (Most of any on the market) 
Now vill ls include pre-hung doorsLocks and latches instlled 
Inner door brace and door shock mounted 
Aso billet aluminum lower shock mount included!!! 


$9400 only 


1.F.G. 


i A91710 (909) 597-4110 • Fax (909) 597-7183 
15740 HI Proda Rees Chine CATI send $3.00 and SASE 


айа Designs 
“PHANTOM МГ 


This handerafted exotic has been in 
development for ovei 
body package which is made with the 
newest technological advances. 
Wade sns is offering а ONE- 
PIECE PAINT IMPREGNATED 
BODY in the color that YOU desire with 
an absolute perfect finish. This exotic is 
designed to mount LONGITUDINALLY 
lly designed with a 
V and 914 transmission for 
improved weight distribution. It also 
features the E bility of A.B.S. 9.7" 
vented disc brakes and lowered coils to 
improve center of gravity 
‘The basic kit comes complete with D.O.T. 
amped glass, factory curved windshield, 
Sar deot pase, curved quarter glass al 
hinges, weather stripping, shocks, all locks 
rills electric mirrors complete 
ior with door panels, new seats 
DO gaus 


BODY PACKAGE STARTING 


| у AT $9,000. 
0 (Regular price $12,000.) 


97-3621 


TODAY FOR MORE INFORMA ION! 90 
15740 El Prado Road, Unit B, Chino, CA 91710 


ROTARY CLUB 


1 haven't seen this subject in the issues 
Ive read, so please enlighten me if it has 
been covered. | own a beautiful '87 
Mazda RX-7 (nonturbo), which | hope to 
keep for many years to come. It has just 
passed 50,000 miles and has a brand- 
new clutch and throwout bearing. | will be 
replacing the rear shocks very soon with 
the factory make unless | can find some- 
thing better that will work with the com- 
plicated rear suspension engineering. 
Can you suggest a better-handling 
adjustable shock? 

My real concern is how to increase 
horsepower significantly without tur- 
bocharging the original 138 engine (which 
doesn't have the same bearings or com- 
pression as the factory turbos). What else 
an | do, and where can | get the details? 
1 love the car, but I'm tired of getting 
embarrassed by several new sport 
coupes on the road these days. | did read 
about а conversion where someone with 
a lot of money installed a three-rotor 
engine from a MazdaCosmo and bumped 
up the power and performance, but | 
Can't find information on how to get one 
Of these engines in the United States. 

Robert Russo 
Stratford, CT 

After drivin 

(805/965511 
(see “And They 
ES y 


lelp with everything 
from aerobody parts and suspensi 


еер, ires and 


Aes 


| space and the specs 
- also want to tak to them about a 540% расе апе the эрос 


We've 
competition three-rotor package. 

Жо seen а Ford 5.0 V8 swapped into а 
iater model Mazda (see the following). 


MAZTANG—AN RX-7 WITH 
AN ATTITUDE 


If you'd like a relatively quick and reli 
able way to boost the power in an RX7, 
one option is a V8 conversion. Roger 
Liston modified his stock-bodied RX-7 
with a Ford 5.0liter and let us take it for 
a spin. The engine swap certainly 
improves the exhaust note, which on the 
rotary sounds like something akin to 
mechanical flatulence. Off the line we 
didn't have much trouble breaking loose 
the rear tires on the VB RX7, but once 
they hook up, the car feels terrific in the 
midrange. It's lighter than the Mustang 
donor and exhibits much less body roll 
under hard cornering. The independent 
ег feel 


rearend also provides a much ђе 

than the Mustang's stodgy live axle. 
What's involved in making the swap? 

Liston filled us in on the details in a 


lengthy letter paraphrased here. In addi- 
tion to customfabricated engine mounts, 
required mods include a new K-member, 
new radiator mounts and some reinforce. 
ment for the front crossmember. The 
engine fits in the available space with 
room to spare and no cuts in the firewall 
ог transmission tunnel. The shifter is a lit- 
tie tricky, though. The Mustang transmis- 
sion shift rod ends up about 2 inches for- 
ward of the center of the shift boot, so 
you need to fabricate an L-shaped arm 
that moves the shift rod rearward and 
into the middle of the boot. 
Other suggested changes include a 
heavy-duty custom sway bar, stronger 
Springs, a remote oil filter for steer- 
Ingrack clearance and a custom radiator 
built with the original Mustang water 
tanks. The toughest part of the conver. 
po E гаров, the. доң Steering rack 
iger one, Рој 
Mustang rack-and: eR D 


changes that can re 
days. T 
h all the е! 
computer and every 
ed. After removin, 
reconnect the wiring 
and make sure hing electrical ей 
in the car stil works. Next, label the пар 
dozen or so direc Clions to the olg 
engine that didn't go through the engine 
computer: oil pressure, water temp 
alternator and so on. Identify all the пес 
essary ch erything needed 
should be con labeled. What 15 
not needed еп out. 

To splice in the V8's wiring harness, 
connect the g of the new har. 
ness, hook ry connections 
апа make a fe nnects between 
the engine wiring harness and the chas: 
sis harness. These cross-connects go to 
the fuel pump, the ignition and the alter. 
nator. To make the original gauges work, 
use the 01 sending units and adapt 
them mechanically to the new engine 
The tachometer, however, needs a few 
resistors changed to recalibrate it, since 
it reads double with the V8 engine. After 
connecting the starter, the coil and the 
fuel pump, you are ready to bring the 
engine back to life. 

To connect the clutch, mount the origi 
па! RX-7 slave cylinder to the bellhousing 
with а custom bracket and replace the 
master cylinder with one having a larger 
bore to get the longer clutch travel. 
You'll also need a custom adapter to 
mate the Mustang driveshaft to the 
rearend. A beefier rearend from а Turbo 
RX7 is a better choice for handling the 
extra ponies. The total time required is 
about 200 hours, with about 100 hours 
spent creating the conversion kit. 

When it comes to performance, it’s а 
whole new car. The acceleration is great, 
0 to 60 in just under 6 seconds, and the 
8065 of lowend torque give the bucket 
Seats a whole new feel. The sophisticat- 
ed suspension and disc brakes of the 
RX-7 are a great match to the Mustang 
engine and trans. Dual exhausts, throaty 
Flowmaster mufflers and the addition of 
5.0 emblems to the fender panels pro- 
voke many questions. The answers come 
when you put your foot to the firewall 

For more information on how to build 
this car, send an SASE to Roger Liston, 
Dept. KCO1, 467 Nelson Rd., Scotts 
Valley, CA 95066. 


YT 


Vn 


Car & Driver Magazine say 
"5 Cobra’ 
N ERE 497SC 


= 


about Everett-Morriso 


*... the logical way to do a better Cobra...” 


«ме have an Everett-Morrison kit designed to accept the current Corvette suspension. 
Owner Larry Rea of Cedar Park, Texas, built it with his son, Lucas, in ten days. 
+ Original Style Round Tube Frames 
+ Many Power Train Options 


+ Factory Assembled Bodies 
+ Four Suspension Choices 


“Everett-Morrison offers a broader variety of chassis 

possibilities than any other kit-maker I've found. 

“The suspension has the fast, 13:1 power steering and 

the after-1988 Corvette rear geometry.” 

"Braking was exceptionally good at 161 feet from 70 mph, 

and 1.04g was measured on the skidpad." 

"This car holds our record for fastest through the slalom- 

averaging 71.2 mph (the Nissan 3002X Turbo did it at 69.6 

mph, the old record)" Steering response, though, was 
quicker than lightning." 

“Everything about the car is skewed in the direction of 
steering quickness... its light weight, its rear weight bias, 

its power steering, its short wheelbase, and its low-profile tires 
оп wide wheels. The combination makes a standard 
Corvette feel as lethargic as a Limousin 

"... the Corvette suspension was more composed 
than any of the others.” 


Car and Driver Magazine, December, 1991. 


+ Hand Crafted interiors 
Careful Attention to Details ҸӘ 

+ A Tradition of Quality and Value И 
Ongoing Commitment to Customers" 


Call Today To Receive A FREE Copy of 5! I'm ready for the better and faster Cobra Replica! 
CAR & DRIVER'S TEST REPORT! Hos becas tec 


(8 1 3) 887 -5885 O 8page  "427SC Cobra” Replica Full Color Brochure $2.00. 


O 46 page “Component Assembly Packages Catalog” $300 
“Advanced Assembled Packages Catalog” $3.00 


[ 44 page s 
EVERETTMORRISON Hic Саш ү] 


MOTORCARS 5 Re^ 


WHERE TALENT MEETS EXPERIENCE! кюз = 
5187 W. itn „Татра, FL 39694» (3) 87-5885 » FAX (013) 8854720 ON 
У sem аде Сена rn азата онт 
аай абан кү е ege Тат Fos раа се, УБА Санаса [0мин Signature 


aed 


тотеуѕ Cad: powers? Allard fron 

sob Terror: (9/42 a јел 
e ong enough for 

bane aro piet E етшу deserved оп 


зде at a kit car show 
Sometimes it's 2 hand- 
ance so unust 


i ICKCC) 
San Leandro, с 
Н ~ splay as many new pro 
| Something Specia splay oot а fine colection of 
rtt 
1 — Surfaces at the to find out about ain T 
a few new and interesting endly irs rolled out. Grabbing UN most 
San Leandro Show айык id showers was Frank Villaseñor’s annin Benz SL rebody 
ler LeBaron, wl i ДЇЇ i 
Ву Steve Temple ire Chrysler LeBaron, ite Ht eden n 
November '95). He now god 


рот as new doo ga ‘als 
iy ava FETIIERSTON STEVE TEMPLE tates the Teutonic origin door skins so the сат s accurately im! | 


a al. Also of р à 
Vere Cords” July 94): Loux cnote wae ‘Don Loux's Cord replica 


> kits. Darryl Fling 


Sold his first trophy-winning vehicle 
Som Oregon in his mer. 
m Огей tured in OF 


| Sdn 
REFLECTION SERIES 


THE COMPLETE PACKAGE CAR 


November '95 issue. In the low-buck 
category were Fiber Jet's Porsche 
914 conversion and Rory Bateman's 
Cobra-style Tomahawk rebody for 


- A rue | host cor conversion 
(79/88 "GM. меше) 


= Engineered for Safety & 


| Datsun Z-cars. The latter kit, priced ФЙ mE Бост 

| at only $3400, is absolutely the low: -2285) П 

| у Network MotorSports (209/544-2285] — puoux Motors (5107538: = MI Steel Innerstrucure Supplied 
| КАЛЕТ Dur Motors (510/538-2410) is non ellen ares 

| 's no surprise Bateman has greatest interest to Kit builders is the Cord kit 7 = Accepts опу G M. Engine/Trons. 

| received a flood of inquiries. Look for Company's 50-state guide to register- = Designed for the omoteur builder 


а complete buildup feature in an ing specialty cars. 
upcoming issue. 

But we digress. What was the non. 
kit-car show winner mentioned at 
the outset? We'd seen it partially 
assembled at the Knott's si 
j that preview didn't prepare us at all 

for the completed car. The Dolphin 


with no special tools or welding 
required. 

= Packages from '9,995. 

= Unique роу os you build plan 


А aptly named for its flowing flanks, 1 
features а body lovingly crafted out Д EH р 
| of redwood—yes, redwood, all sealed While not everybody can make this SPECIAL OFFER 177 77 Please send me Info Pak for $9.95 (+ 52.95 S/H) 


with epoxy resin and S-glass cloth. claim, Robert Langenhaht says i 
Wooden bodies were used on some of Would you believe a Cobra kit for only ^ able to get all the parts for his Cobra FOR INFO PAK CALL VIDEO SSS a OS 


the great early racing cars, but such $3400? The Tomahawk from Native from Classic Motor Carriages, which i S T 
olivo erahsmanship јаја too American Crasman 1316/3488980) non Сао Моо eee tich is 1-800-753-4158 19.9501. 


rare nowadays. Sculptor Peter is а rebody for Datsun Z-cars. Auto Replicars. Pelri 
Portugal has the talented pair of $99 Je with Purchase) пара 
hands that rendered this work of art 15 iml vil Pee} Phone (Evening) ____ 
Reproductions of the vehicle are Looking a bit like an У Mice Cor Go, PO Box 265, Glyndon, МН 56547 


available for $65,000 apiece. Not only 
did Portugal capture Kit Car's Best 
of Show trophy, he also received the 
same award from the NCKCC. We 
don't expect to see wooden kits pop- 
ping up in great numbers, but such 
j exclusivity actually adds to the 
| Dolphin's appeal 


АМС Gremlin caught in a 
vise, John Knebal's Tri- == 


EpL OADRU 
most unusual vehicle on 
CEU MER 


display. Some of the у y 
84 


mechanicals are from 
Fiat, but the concept is 
far more alien. 


· Шира 


The Heart-Beat of America lives on with this + High-quality conversion assembles on a late model 


evy pickup converted into a fat- Chevy 1/2 ton short bed truck. 
1954 Chieny pickup converted iic + Three-part basic kit includes a rear bed section 


fendered smoothy hot rod by. completely molded with fenders. 


ROADRUNNER ROD & CUSTOM -Cab section with complete molded interior. 


Берш doors ncudng al gles, ae vela a one pice 
5 tilt forward hood section with fenders. 
57,99 o A sectors bok into exin oles donor cas 


F.0.B. Desert Hot Springs, C. simply remove and replace. 


Herb Adams! V.S.E. rolled out a rolling chassis with as 


а аы 5 
t d меер Your editor's 
? e » ES Leandi ur editor's latest project, Caitlin 
E) has à good her first kit car show as she sat in Dave 
mix of cars,  Podners Mercedes 500K replica. KC 


from clas- 
MORIR E SOURCE 
СОВЕ ty Northern California 
exotic Kit Car Club 
rebodies, Dept. KCO1 

3817 Ellesmere Ct. 
Walnut Greek, CA 94598 
BAGR 510/938-1442 


Please call or write for literature: 


17661 Avenida Manzana, Desert Hot Springs, CA 92241 


619 251-1977 / FAX 251-1313 


‘A Comprehensive Directory to the Marketplace 


A&C "67 Ford Cobra 
158 inches. 
Н: 45 inches 
2670 pounds 
ladder-type. 
tubular A-arms 
Ford 9-inch live axle. 


W: 68 inches 
WB: 90 inches. 


FS: Mustang П 

RS: four-link with coil-overs or 

parallel leaf for 8- or 9-inch 
rd rearends 

Ford ог Chevy УВ 


; : length overall in inches 
hy do we run buyers’ guides so frequently? L: length overa ord ot donem qo 
W ӨЙ kit market is extremely dynamic, W: width pera in inches У i Krm iaaa точо 8 y VB, 
Ё 4 лч height in inches W: 68 inches а ү 
ith new products introduced on almost a week H: heig d A. 2 326,000 
ма WB: wheelbase in inches WB: 90 inches — | 


ћу basis. So it's no surprise that the most common question 
we receive is, "Where do I find this or that new kit?" The 
answer: Kit Car magazine. We are the leading publication 
for info on just about every type of kit you can imagine. 
(Note, however, that many of the details published here 
are obtained through mailed request forms, so we cannot 
always verify the accuracy of a given manufacturer's 
claims.) New for this year's buyers’ guide issue is a review 
of a reference book for registering kit cars, entitled The 
Motor Vehicle Code Digest for Specialized Motor Vehicles. 


WT: t of completed vehicle in pounds 
DONOR: the vehicle used as a source for the frame 
andor parts 
chassis; the type of frame and materials used 
Gf not indicated, see DONOR) 
FS: front suspension components 
RS: rear suspension components 
ENG: engine; power options, such 
four-cylinder) or Chevy V8 


CHS: 


L4 (inline 


2460 pounds 
т or space frame 
iom A-arms with adjustable 
Idan shocks 
: Jaguar or 9-inch Ford with 


$29,000 (rolling chassis 
: $39,000. 
Ace Cobra, Dept. KCO1, 21422 Parthenia 
Ауе. Canoga Park, СА 91304, 
818/885-5097 


W: 64 inches 
WB: 108.5 inches 


A&C 37 Jaguar 55-100 


5 inches. 
inches 


A&C "34 Ford Coupe 


ers’ guide differs from others in format as KIT: base price of component package (usually L: 174 inches W: 68 inches WT 2210 pounds 
save space we've abbreviated the specifications, requires additional items for completion) Н: 66 inches WB: hes DONOR: '74-'79 Mustang II or 74-80 
soif you're not sure what some of them mean, refer to the. Т.К: turn-key; minimum cost of a factory-built WT: 2450 pounds Bobeat or Pinto 
ы Я FS: Mustang П FS/RS: Mustang П 


following key: 


complete vehicle 


RS: four-link with coil-overs or par- 


ale et or Sineh Ford HIT: $109 
NEW 50-STATE individual ENG: Ferd or Chevy V8 У 
MANUAL FORREGISTRATION — sistes. Whether KIT: $10,995 


you want to 
know — about 
your particular 
State or you 
plan to move 
your specialty 
Vehicle to anoth- 
er state (or sim- 


| At Last, Some Help on How 
to Thread Your Way Through 

[the Bureaucratic Maze 

i By Steve Temple 


'ou've finally torqued down the last 
bolt on your kit car, and its all ро. 


A&G '52 Jaguar XK-120 

| L: 174 inches W: 64 inches 
Н: 55 inches МВ: 102 inches 

WT: 2439 pounds 

74279 Mustang П or 

74:80 Bobcat or Pinto. 

Mustang П 

ENG: L4, V6, 302 Ford V8 or 350. 


АР 50005 


L: 168 inches. 


W: 78,7 inches 


ished and ready to roll: However, what i ‘enero Hi 42 inches WB: 98.5 inches 
| | However, what py have it regis- má Hi 42inchos Chevy Và 
Gould be the most challenging aspect of {егей there), CHE Deronda spac fame x 


your project is still to come: registra- 
“Bon, Do you know which states are the 
‘most accommodating to kt enthusiasts 
p regard to {лч (ресі Or 

nes require tailight inspections? 

"your particular state classifies а 

а opposed to a homemade, 

4 or special vehi- 

and more are 


this publication 
provides quick 
answers to 
complex regis- 
tration ques- 
tions. A handy 
reference guide 
at the báck lists 


not опу all the motor vehicle headquar- 
3d m Rua States but аво con 
је Better Busi 
Козы intor Business Bureau, 
- Highway Traffic Administration and 
on КЕ builders who own Vehicles with 
Judy titles or wtio want to avoid legal 
htanglements will find this book 


detailed information on how to get the 
actual state codes. To order, contact 
Network MotorSports, Dept. KCO1, 
3507 Tully Rd., Ste, E2-285, Modesto, 
CA 95356, 209/544.2285. An annual 
Update service is available as well. 
Incidentally, Gravel points out that the 
states that are the most accommodat 
ing for licensing kit cars are Alaska, 
Arizona, Kansas, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey and New York. The most restri 
cive kit car laws are found in 


tation, National. 


FS/RS: tubular A-arms with coil overe. 

ENG: V6 or V8 GM with Porsche or 
ZF transaxle 

KIT: $4995 to $18,900 


Antique & Collectible Autos, Inc., Dept. 
ксот, 35 Dole St., Buffalo, NY 14210, 
800/245-1310 


ACI Rennsport 550 Spyder 
44 inches 
inches 
Hi: 41 а 
WT: 1375 pounds. 
CHS: round-tube space frame 
FS: VW ball joint and torsi 
or custom A-arms with coil- 
overs 
ЕЗ: VW swing axle with coil-overs 
or custom five-link IRS with 
coil-overs 
ENG: 1600cc to 2.4-liter VW Type I 
KIT: $6500 to $12,995. 
Т.К: $17,500 
Auto Classics International, Dept, КСО1, 12112 Centralia Rd., Hawaiian. 
СА 90716, 310/809-4548 


Wien 


WB: 86 


AFI 40 Euro Coupe 
L: 178 inches 
45.5 inches 
WT: 2460 pounds 
DONOR: Fiero 
FSIRS: stock or custom tubular 
ENG: L4, V6 or V8. 
KIT: $4995 to $10,495 
Т.К: $22,000. 
American Fiberbodies Internation: 
| Dept. КСО1, Р.О. Box 726, Xenia, ОН 
45385, 519/372-5938 


W: 76.5 inches 
WB: 93.5 inches. 


0:0. Massachusetts and 


Кын 


BUYERS' GUIDE ТО 


IGO- KITS 


W: 67 inches 
WB: 97 inches 


L: 176 inches 
Н: 50 inches 
WT: less than donor 
DONOR: 75 Chevy Monza or Buick 
Skyhawk 
CHS: 75-30 GM H Series 
FS/RS: stock 
ЕМС: stock L4, V6 or V8 
KIT: $2495 to $5995 
TK: $14,995 
‘Auto Designs By Scotty, Dept. КСОТ, 
2013 S. 6th 51, Klamath Falls, OR 
97601, 503/884-1511 


Automotive Affair Vortex 
L: 168 inches W:81 inches 
Н: 46 inches WB: 96 inches 


DONOR: '&4 & newer Corvette 

KIT: $7900 to $19,000 

ТК: $23,000 
‘Automotive Affair, Inc., Dept. KCO1, 145- 
1673 Richmond St. North, London, 
Ontario NSG 2N3, Canada, 519/679-9139 
US. Agent: 
‘Automotive Affair, Inc., Dept. KCO1, 
1320 NW 38th St, Gainesville, FL. 
32605, 904/336-4674 


Braden River Engineering 


XKE Replica j 
This KKE replica is remarkably 
эое in appearance, with the same 
ирешә, body shape and wheelbase 
dimension, A Jaguar, The base kit 


includes a complete new fiberglass body 

with mounting hardware to conv 

79-85 Mazda RX-7, and the 

deluxe kit features genuine XKE 

bumpers, windshield, wire wheels and 

chrome trim. Send $5 for an info pack or 

$25 for an assembly video and info pack. 

L: 167 inches W: 68 inches 
+ WB: 96 inches 


Mazda 


Braden River Engineering, Dept. KCO1, 
2604 Manatee Ave. East, Bradenton, FL 
34208 _ 


Beck Vintage '57 Testa Rossa 
L: 160 inches W: 64 inches 
Н: 41 inches WB: 92 inches 


WT: 2200 pounds 
CHS: tubular ladder frame 
FS/RS: double A-arms with coil-overs 
ENG: small-block Chevy УВ 
KIT: $14,900 
‘TK: $40,000 


Beck Vintage Super 90 Cabriolet 
L: 162 inches W: 66 inches 
WB: 83 inche 


WI: 1450 pounds 
FS: VW parallel trailing arm 
RS: VW swing axle 

ENG: 1915-2160ес VW 

KIT: $18,500 
Т.К: $24,500 


Beck Vintage 550 Spyder 


І: 146 inches 
Н: 41 inches 
245 pounds 


W: 61 inches 
WB: 85 inches 


Beck Vintage Lister 
1: 168 inches W: 66 inches 
Hi 37inches WB: 96 inches 
WIE 1800 pounds 
CHS: inch round-tabe ladder-type 


FS/RS: late-model Corvette 
ENG: small-block Chevy V8 
KIT: $14,900 
Т.К: $40,000 
Beck Development, Dept. KCO1, 1531 
W. 13th St., Unit E, Upland, СА 91786, 
909/981-3840 


C-F California Ace 
L: 153 inches 
Н: 49 inches 
‘WI: 2209 pounds 
DONOR: MGB Roadster 
FS/RS: MGB Roadster 
ENG: MGB 180014, Buick 215 
or Ford V6 
ао, ксої, РО. 
1347, Long Beach, CA 90801, 


W: 60 inches 
WB: 91 inches 


Due to CC Industries 

sto business, the 
is an exact copy 

| which original and. 

correct berg 

stock `57 chassis, or it 
box-channel 

Mustang 


: modified MGB crossmember 
with unequal-length A-arms 
RS: Jaguar independent 


coil-overs 
tock or 


oduction parts fit 
body will fit a 


Butler Racing Cobra ware an job, 
L: 156 inches W:695 inches able through the company's Corvette 
48 inches WB:91 inches — | Parts Mas 
2600 pounds CHS tom 
box-tube ladder-type FS: stock or tubular A-arms with ENG: small-block Chevy 


ur-link lve-axle with 


(GC Industries Concept '57 


wolvement in 


KIT: $11,700 
CC Industries, Dept. KCO1, 5865 Sawyer 
На, Sawyer, MI 49125, 616/426-3342 


Ford or Chevy V8 
$16,900 to $30,000 


‘TK: $60,000 
Butler Racing, Inc., Dept. KCO1, 103 
Santa Felicia Dr., Goleta, CA 93117, 
805/685-3535 


L: 167 inches 
Н: 44 inches 
У 2700 pounds 


Dio Tipo 61 
W: 52 inches . H: 35 to 42 inches 
WE 1400 to. WB: 88 to 102 inches 
100 pounds 
DONOR: ТЕЗ, TRA, TRE, MGA or VW 
СЫЯ: custom round-tube or 
stock donor 


Fiero 
IA, V6 or V8 
34995. 

: $12,995 


North, May, Oklahoma City, OK 73120, 
405/755-5522 


ight 

L: 120 inches 
44 inches 
1650 pounds 


QE monocoque 
—— independent 
2 у: electric 
Eurosport TRAO Хн 912595 


DONOR: Triumph TRT/TRS 
x 


ENG: GM V6 
KIT: $3395 


132 inches 

4 inches 
WI: 1250 pounds 

DONOR: Mini Cooper 


dopendent 
FS/RS: indopendent 
KIT: $3995 


Eurosport X1 
| DONOR: Fiat X19 
FSIRS: stock 


BI $1595 


W: 78 inches 
а Cooper Premier 
L: 120 inches W: 53 inches 
Н: 44 inches WB: 80 inches 
WT: 1250 pounds 


DONOR: Mini-Cooper 
CHS: monocoque 
FSIRS: independent 
KIT: $3995 


53 inches 
WES inches W: 60 inches 


WB: 80 inches 


Wizard California Roadster 
C50s-style models available as well) 
DONOR: VW sedan 
FSIRS: stock 
KIT; $3295 
Domino Cars USA, Dep! 
New Haven Avo., Milf 


W: 53 inches. 
WB: 86 inches 


T 


BUYERS' GUIDE TO 
IGO- KITS 


Classic 427 Contemporary Daytona Coupe 
L 165 inches WiG06inches L: 171 inches W: 70 inches 
WB: 945 inches H: 46.5 inches WB:90 inches 


FS: Mustang Il 

RS: Ford 9-inch four-link with 
coilovers 

3: Ford or Chevy small- 

or big-block VB 

KIT: $13,850 


Sebring MX 
1: 165 inches 
H; 52 inches 
ЧҮТ: 2550; к, 
DONOR: Mustang II 
CHS: box-tube. Eas ome 
FS: Mustang. 
ENS тома Sinch four-link 
‘ord or Chevy small-block ҮЗ 
KIT: $12,995 


W: 71.5 inches 
WB: 94.5 inches 


WT: 2510 pounds 
CHS: tinch round-tube space frame 
IFS: custom torsion bar 
RS: Jaguar XKE 
ENG: Ford 289 or 351W УВ 
KIT: $66,500 
Т.К: $90,000 
Contemporary 427 SC Cobra Replica 
57 inches 70 inches 
WB: 90 inches 


-inch, round-tube, original- 


s Гайдегчуре frame 
jaguar XKE P 


Contemporary Classic Motor Саг 
Company, inc., Dept. KCO1, 115 Hoyt 
Ave., Mamaroneck, NY 10543, 
914/381-5678 


| DONOR: Fiero 
(CHS: modified Fiero with -inch 


а 5000. бровы) 


Euro-Works Mirage k 
Bare Work Iets yon have bth way 


Werka also йан n tech ine по i 
doors to quet right 
2 168 nthe W: 18 inches 
he WBE S3. s 
DONOR: Fero 
FSRS: Fer 


350 Chevy VS 


Euro-! а Mirage 5 
3 inches W: 78 inches 
Widder ҮЧЕ ҮЧ 
DONOR: Fiero 
CHS: tubular sp 
FSIS: Corvett 
vs 
$4995 
Т.К: $30,000 
Euro-Works, Dept. КСОТ, 3771 Eileen 


frame 


Rd., Kettering, ОН 45429, 513/293-6834 


Ifa Romeo four-link live axle 
with coil-overs & Panhard rod 
ENG: 3.5-liter Buick/Rover УВ 
KIT: $13,000, 
Т.Е: $45,000 
les. Enterprises, Dept. КСО1, 22711 
), Cheshire, OR 97419, 
503/998-3283 


Du Loux '37 Cord Sportsman Cabriolet 
Та 195.5 inches W: 60 inches 
Н: 58 inches МВ: 125 inches 


1 with X-member 
midsize 

Chevy or Ford small-block VS 
$18,500 


Т.К: $49,000 
Du Loux Motors, Ltd., Dept. KCO, 
10493 Maranatha PL, Grass Valley, СА. 
95949, 916/477-0707 


Eagle Jaguar XK120 
14 176 inches W: 64 inches 
H: 48 inches МВ: 102 inches 
WT: 2500 pounds 

DONOR: Ford Mustang IT 


CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
FS/RS: Ford Mustang П 
ENG: Ford or GM LA, L6, V6 or V8 
KIT: $8995 to $12,000 


т.к: $25,000 
Eagle Jaguar 55100 
L: 166 inches 
51 inches 
WT: 2300 pounds 
DONOR: Ford Mustang П 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
FS/RS: Ford Mustang I 
ENG: Ford or GM ТА, V6 or V8 
KIT: $8295 to $11,500 
Т.К: $24,000 
Eagle Coach Work, Inc., Dept. КСО1, 
760 Northland Ave;, Buffalo, NY 14211, | 
|716/897-4292 


W: 64 inches 
WB: 108 inches 


Snake Bite Kit. 


Once you've been bitten by a Contemporary Cobra 
Replica, be it the 427 SC Cobra Roadster or the exciting, 
new Daytona Coupe, you'll know why Contemporary 
Classic is the industry leader, worldwide. 
Craftsmanship: Authentic design features. 
All original specs, 
Engineering: Exacting tolerance for ez 
assembly 


se of 


Experience: Contemporary is the world's largest 
Cobra replica and accessories manufacturer 
Quality: The finest materials and component 
package variations. 
Performance: 1.0+G skid pad performance and 
a supple, smooth ride. 
For a detailed brochure, plus a listing of original spec 
parts and accessories, call your nearest dealer (See list 
below) or send $5.00 to: 


Contemporary Classic 
MOTOR CAR COMPANY. INC. 


115 Hoyt Avenue, Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
(914) 381-5678. Fax (914) 381-1953 


AUTHORIZED DEALERS 
rM COME C Lu mm 
i 2] 505—713 [ra Бр 
РС 1 собу 
маш. 
жеш 
= - Exc] 
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[Exotic Illusions 
Eurosex 1000 


То simp 
urosex 100 


BUYERS’ GUIDE TO 
160: KITS 


issembly, the 
body kit for 


already 
the wing and 


hood are 
oth fin 


console and dash 


aches WiBlindes ЗА 

FRAGT DONOR: Рет WBsicck — Exotic llusions, Dept. KCO1, R. 347 Ls 164 inches — 87 inches 
1: 165 inches Dione CHS: Fiero Main St., Dickson City, PA 18519, о H: 42.1 inches WB: 98.4 inches | 
вата — Wikssindes | _ FSRS: Pero 717/363-1208 W: 2850 pounds 


DONOR: Fiero 


WT: 2400 pounds 
CHS: stainless-steel semimonocoque 
with tubular-steel front and 
rear subframes 
FS: A-arms with coil-overs and 
cast-alloy uprights 
RS: trailing arms, transverse top. 
link and lower wishbones, coil 
over shocks and cast-alloy hub 
carriers 
ENG: Ford small-block VS 
KIT: $49,900 
TK: $110,000 


500 to $14,900 
8.000. 

Easton Armstrong Engineering, Dept. 

КСО, Р.О. Box 801501, Houston, TX 

77280, 713/461-3834 


EE. Cavallo 308 
DONOR: Firebird or 
FSRS: Firebird or 
ENG: GM V6 or V8 
3000 to $6000 


W: 78 inches 
WB: 93.5 inches 


ERA 289 FIA Cobra 
1: 151.5 inches 

ht 49 inches 
Т 2950 pounds 


W: 68 inches 
WB: 90 inches 


EE. Countach 5000 Convertible. 
L: 165.4 inches №83 inches 
WB: 93.4 inches 


Everett. -Morrison 427 SC Cobra 
L: 162inches W:715 inches 

52 inches WB: 90 inches 
WT: 2600 pounds 

4-inch, round-tube Jadder-type 
Mustang IJ, Corvette, Jaguar or 
custom A-arms with coil-overs 
RS: Mustang, Corvette, Jaguar or 
xcoln Mark УШ 


х V6, V8, 350 LT1, 400 V10 
KIT: $1600 io $174 006 


ENG: Ford or Chevy Và 
, IT: $14,676 
Е.Е. Exotic 25th Т.К: $31,640 

L: 166.4 inches W: 83 inches Everett-Morrison Motorcars, Dept. 


linches WB: 93. 
0 to 2765 pounds 


98.5 inches КСО1, 5137 W. Clifton St., Татра, FL 


33634, 813/887-5885 


ENG: V6, V8, LT1, V10 or V12 
кт S $6000 fo $14,500 


ЕЕ. Mongoose 
Н: 41 inches WB: 105.5 inches 
его 
15 ЖА inches W ie p pes ог custom 
|- 98.5 inches ENG: V6, VS, V10 or V12 
R ERE СЕ oes Ic Enterprises, Dept. КСОТ, 459. 


Madeline Ave., Garfield, NJ 07026, 
201/956-7570 


Usi 
AS ANNE 


E йе. 


| 2 

| PHASE | KITS START AT $15,900 427 S/C FIBERGLASS BODY 

| = " 
| 


$2,500.00 
(Includes Hood, Trunk & Doors) 


427 8 289 FRAMES „CALL 
427 SHIFTER $139.00 
| LEMANS GAS CAPS. 
| ALUMINUM RADIATOR 
| SUNVISORS W/HARDWARE 
WINDWINGS W/HARDWARE Ў 
| WINDSHIELDS........ $599.00 
| WIPER KITS COMPLETI ..5255.00 
427 OVERFLOW TANK. ..$210,00 
427 COBRA EMBLEM $13.95 
COBRA DECK LID EMBLEM $13.95 
15" STEERING WHEEL „$140.00 
| CAR COVER (Felt Lined)... $125.00 


REMOTE OIL FILTER. 
SIDE LOUVERS a 
LICENSE BRACKET (Stainless) 
ORG. STYLE SEATS ...... 
ORG. STYLE LEATHER SEATS 


427 STAINLESS RAD. TUBES $150.00 
SOFT TOP KIT W/BOWS $550.00 
SIDE CURTAINS. $399.00 
DUAL ELECTRIC FANS W/BLADES.....5150.00 
STEWART (SET OF SEVEN). $410.00 
TONNEAU COVERS $175.00 
OIL COOLER. $200.00 


FOR MORE INFORMATION & CATALOG SEND $5.00. 


| HI-TECH MOTORSPORTS 


2204 W. SOUTHERN AVE., TEMPE, AZ 85282 


Ez» C— 602-431-9400 [=F 


NEW! Ress fiu 


Тита tred, rusted 914 into fabulous 9014 using our 
nine-plece fiberglass body kit. Designed and 
manufactured a 914 word headquarters, is Kt 
recalls the classic 904 Carrera GTS, perhaps the 
handsomest Porsche ever. 
Look this manual over and see how step-by-step 
photos make installation a snap. And how exciting the 


агу options and accesories! 
914 reincarnation costs less than you imagine. Call 
orwite today and well send you a manual. Only $15. 


505 5. Marietta Parkway, Marietta Ga 30060 


770-427-2844 


BUYERS' GUIDE ТО | 
1€: KITS 


FFR 427 Cohra 
L: 160 inches 
Н: 44 inches 
WT: 1875 pounds 
DONOR: 87 & later 5.0 Mustang 
CHS: round-tube space frame 
FS: modified 5.0 Mustang with 
‘custom upper A-arms 
& coilovers 
modified Ford 88-inch live axle 


7A inches 
WB: 90 inches 


Factory Five Racing, Dept. КСОТ, 368 
Elm St., South Dartmouth, МА 02748, 


Fiber Jet Bravossa 
L: 158 inches W: 78 inches 
WB: 96.5 inches 
WT: 2400 pounds 
DONOR: 914 Porsche 
ENG: V8, V6 or stock 
KIT: $3500 
Fiber Jet industries, Inc., Dept. КСОТ, 221 
M. Ivy St, Roseville, CA 95678, 
916/783-3198 


48 KIT CAR 


МАРА. Wildcat 
L: 168 inches 
Н: 44 inches 
WT: 1908 pounds 
DONOR: Mustang П or Pinto 
CHS: box-tube space frame 
FS: Mustang If or tubular A-arms 
dustang II 8-ineb 
: Ford or Chevy 14, Уб or V8 


W: 72 inches 
WB: 96 inches 


G.T. Motorsports, Dept. КСО1, 6893 Root 
Rd, North Ridgeville, OH 44039, 
216/327-6451 


DONOR: Ford or GM fullsize 
ENG: customer choice 
KIT: $3000 
Gatsby Coachworks, Dept. KCO1, 1541 
Almaden Ва, San Jose, СА 95125, 
408/275-8752 


Hi-Tech 427 5/6 Cobra 
L: 182 inches 
Н: 43 inches 
ЖТ: 2550 pounds 
CHS; original-style round-tube 
ladder-type 
FSRa: Mamme with coll overs 
ord or Chevy Vi 
JE иб EA 


W: 70 inches 
WB: 90 inches 


— m 
1.C.M. Speedster М-2 

introduced last spring, the 

for M-2 is а new flared version of 
he legendary Porsche Speedster 356, with | 
flares similar to the 9115. The kit uses a 
shortened VW pan with a Type I engine 
ranging from 1600 to 3000 се Built with 
precision-handlai ass, the 
Speedster M-2 is available in either kit or 
rey f 


| 
inches W: 67 inches 
O pounds МВ: 81 inches 
lowered ball joint 
torsion bar and swing axle 
1600-3000ce VW or Porsche. 
59000 
: $17,500 
LCM. Industries, Dept. KCO1, 2815 N. 
Lima St., Burbank, CA 91504, 
818/558-1773 


Handcraft Motorcar GT n2 
L: 186 inches W: 79.5 inches 
н: 47 inches WB: 101 inches 
WT: 3300 pounds 
DONOR: 82:92 Camaro/Firebird 
FS/RS: 82-92 Camaro/Firebird 
ENG: V6 or V8 
KIT: 54995 
Т.К: 819,995 
Handcraft Motorcar Co., Dept. KCO1, 
6805 Riverview Blvd., Bradenton, FL 
34209, 813/794-2420 


Hi-Tech 289 FIA Cobra 
WB: 90 inches 
2300 pounds 
: original-style 3-inch round-tube 
ladder 
leaf springs or 4-inch round- 
tube with 427-style suspension 
and coil-overs 
ENG: Ford or Chevy small-block УВ 
KIT: $16,000 to $24,000 
Т.К: $35,000 


Hi-Tech 289 Street Cobra 
Та 158 inches 
эй $8 inches 
2300 pounds 
CHS: original-style 3-inch round-tube. 
ladder-type with transverse 
deaf springs or 2x3-inch 
boxstube with Mustang I^... 
frontend & Ford 9-inch rearen' 
ENG: Ford or Chevy small-block 
KIT: $16,000 to $20,000 
нт Ы 3,000 ксоз1, 
lech Motorsports, Dept. n 
| Southern де, Tempe, AZ 85202 


W: 64.6 inches 
WB: 90 inches 


Hardy Motors Allard J2X 
L: 163 inches 
Н: 44 inches WI 
WT: 2050 pounds 
: tubular-steel, ladder frame 
VW twin torsion bar 
М 10-bolt 
Chevy, Cadillac or Chrysler УВ 
$9550 
$36,400 
Hardy Motors, Dept. КСО1, Р.О. Box 
1302, Bonita, СА 91908, 619/421-5920, 
brochure $5 or video $23 


W: 67 inches 
102 inches 


Heritage Renaissance 500K 
L: 191 inches W: 76 inches: 
Н: 56 inches WB:120 inches 
WT: 3900 pounds 
DONOR: 70-81 Camaro 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
FS/RS: GM Camaro. 
ENG: GM, Ford or Chrysler V8 
KIT: $21,000 
Т.К: $52,500 
Heritage Club | International, Dept. 
KCO1, 1 Heritage PI., Frazee, ММ 
56544, 218/334-3500 


Coes Q 


Call us and see why we guarantee customer satisfaction. 


"MIDSTATES Classic Gans & Darts, Tuc. 


835 W. Grant, P.O.Box 427-P, Hooper, NE 68031 
FAX 402/654-2332 PHONE 402/654-2772 


Write or Phone Today for a FREE Brochure or send $5 for a 
Complete Package of Information and Our Current Prices. 


Over 14 years of building absolute quality. [=m] 


Gist came the pata. . 


Corvette Central has manufactured and 
distributed Corvette parts for 20 years, and 
they are all available through our 

Corvette Parts Master Catalog. 


and nou. comes a timely 
reproduction of a timeless 


Corvette Central now has а 
complete factory assembled 
reproduction '57 Corvette body. 
Send $4.00 for parts catalog 

and detailed Concept 57 
brochure. 


сййлемеа' fender in Corvette Parts 


Phone: 616-426-3342. FAX: 616-426-4108 5865 Sawyer Rd., Dept. KC • Sawyer, MI 49125 
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BUYERS’ GUIDE ТО 
160: KITS 


Hudson Kindred Spirit 


L: 134 inches W: 56 inches 
- Н: 38 inches. WB: 98 inches 
WT: 750 pound: 
LE. 500K Roadster 


DONOR: Renault R-5 Le Car 
custom tubular steel 

stock front-wheel drive 

coil-over with trailing arm 

3: 1397cc Renault R-5 Le Car 

$4000 

Hudson Component Cars, Dept. KCO1, 

c/o The МА. Seiler Company, 6124 

Washington Cir., Wauwatosa, WI 53213. 

2452, 414/771-8341 


CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
FSRS: GM midsize 

ENG: Ford or Chevy V8 
KIT: $599: 

т.к: $60,000 


CHS: box-tube space frame 

ENG: ала]. or big-block Chevy V8 
with custom U-dri 

KIT: $8995. 

Т.К: $55,000 


LE. Auburn 
CHS: modified CM midsize 
FS/RS: GM midsize 
ENG: Ford or Chevy V8 


KIT: $5700 
Т.К: $25,000 


Innovations $30-VEE 
DONOR: VW Bectle 
FSIRS: stock 
ENG: VW or adapters available for 
V6, RX-7 or Porsche 

KIT: $1895 

Т.К: $6000 
Innovations in Fiberglass, Dept. KCO1, 
P.O. Box 55301, Phoenix, AZ 85078- 
5301, 602/377-0104 


LE. Cheetah 


LE. LaGrande 
CHS: Corvette or custom CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
Semimanocoque FS/RS: GM midsize 
vette. ENG: Ford or Chevy V8 


ENG: small- or big 
ENG: small. or big block Chevy V8 


ТЕ: $45,000 


427 Cobra Roadster 
CHS: Corvette or box-tube 
ladder-type 
Corvette or Mustang II 
Corvette or Ford 9-inch 
ENG: ghey or Ford V8 
EO 
,000. 
Indy Exotics, Dept коо, 1551 
Churchman Ave., Indianar lis, 
46208, SIT TA MD 21279 


LE. '34 Ford Coupe 
GES beste ladiertype 


50 KIT CAR 


Integrity GT40 МК! 
La 160 inches Мело inches 
40.5 inches WB: 98 inches 

1000 pounds 


CHS: box-tube space frame with 
optional open-top version 
FS: custom A-arms with 84-87% 
rvette brakes 
С.М. '84-87% Corvette 
rd 289 to 428 V8 


S: box-tube ladder. 
narrowed M 
narrowed F 
3: small-block Р 
IT: $9300 

>К: $32,000 
John’s Custom Fabrication, Dept. 
KCO1, 1515 Newmark Ave., Coos Bay, 
Он 97420, 503/888-9313 


Integrity 427 Cobra 
inches W: 68 inches 
Hi dB inches WB: 90 inches 
WT: 2300 pounds 


CHS: 


"84-87 Corvette 


Ford 289 to 428 V8 

$7500 

$40,000 

Integrity Coach Werks, Dept. KCO1, 


895-4 NE Dixie Hwy., Jensen Beach, FL 
34957, 407/334-3004 


Jovi Autobahn Crüser 
DONOR: Chrysler LeBaron convertible 
FS/RS: lowered LeBaron 


Т.К: $26,995 

| ом, Ltd., Dept. KCO1, 6278 N. Federal 
Hwy, Ste. 259, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
183308, 305/568-9534 


Johnex 427 Cobra 
CHS: tubular space frame 
FS: tubular A-arms with coil-overs 
‘ord -inch with custom links 
ord VB 
7000 
all for quote 


Johnex Cobras, Dept. KCO1, 18 
Strathearn Ave., Bldg. А North No. 36, 
Brampton, Ontario L6T 4L8, Canada, 
905/790-0470 


id-America Corvette Grand Sport 11 
L: 172 inches W: 69 inches 
0 inches WB: 98 inches 
400 to 2700 pounds 
267 Corvette tub or tubular 
space frame 
267 or 84-90 Corvette 
mall- or big-block Chevy 
adster $4300 to $24,000, 
coupe $4500 to $25,000 
Т.Е: roadster $55,000, 
coupe $60,000 
Mid-America industries, Inc. Dept. 
КСО1, 1519 E. 151 Ave., Milan, IL 61264, 
309/787-5119 


TA Exotics '34 Coupe 
L: 161 inches 
Н: 56 inches, WB: 112 inches 

CHS: originalstple box tube frame 
custom IFS K-membor with 
Mustang П Aarma 
Sinch Ford fourlink with 
coilovers 
Ford or Chevy V8 
$10,095 to 515.995. 

527000 


W: 67 inches 


1А Exotics "34 Roadster 
L: 161 inches 
WB: 112 inches 
CHS: originalstyle box tube frame 
S: custom independent K-member 
with Mustang П A-arms 
four-bar Ford 9-inch with 
Lovers 
Ford or Chevy УВ 


W: 67 inches 


LA Бойс Cobra 


L: 187 inches W: 70 inches 
Н: 46 inches WB: 90 inches 


CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
FS: Mustang П or custom tubular | 
‘Acarms with coil-overs. | 

RS: Ford 9-inch live axle. 


Ave., Unit E, Buena Park, CA 
714/523-8464 
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% 


W: 72 inches 
WB: 94 inches 


L: 172 inches 
Н: 41 inches. 
WT: 2400 pounds 
CHS: tubular space frame 
FS/RS: tabular A-arms with coil-overs 


W: 78 inches 
WB: 101 inches 


ENG: small-block Ford V8 

KIT: $19,500 

Т.К: $39,995 
Lone Star Classics, inc., Dept. KCO1, 
715 Katy Rd., No. 2306, Keller, TX 
74248, 817/431-5422 


5 W: 78 inches 
| | WB: 98А inches 


52 KIT CAR 


BUYERS’ GUIDE TO 
160: KITS 


пат 
rS af 
VAL 


LC Viking 
Hi 89 Inches 
WT: 1250 pounds 


DONOR: Mazda RX-7 or Miata 
CHS: tubular space frame 

viumph Spitfire with custom 

upper A-arms 

Mazda RX-7 


LC Evolution Europa 
Та 152.75 inches W: 68 inches 
Н: 42 inches hes 
WT: 1625 pounds 
DONOR: Lotus Europa. 
CHS: backbone-type 
PSIRS: A-arms with coil-overs 


ENG: 255-450hp M rotary 


KIT: 54900 

Т.К: $60,000 
Laminar Concepts, Dept. КСО, 172 E. 
Knowlton Rd., Media, РА 19063, 
610/566-7947 


‘Mac's Auto Body Countach 
гуур 


Мас Auto Body Ferrari 308-328 
L: 174 inches W: 74 inches 
WB: 93.4 inches 


чего, lowered 
: LA, Уб or УВ 

KIT: $3995 

Mac's Auto Body, Dept. КСОТ, 4427 
Maygog Rd., Sarasota, FL 34233, 
813/921-4420 


157 inches 
45 inches 
ME обрана 
i box- or round-tube ladder fra 
FS: Mustang II, Corvette, Jaguar oc 
custom tubular? 868 ог 


W: 72 inches 
WB: 90 inches. 


TE 

CK: $40, 

;MidStates Classic Cars & р; 

Dept. KCO1, РО, Box ATP ES VE" 
rant, Hooper, NE 68031, 402/684-2772 


000 
Т.К: $23,000 to $30,000 
MAM Auto, Dept. KCO1, 531 NW 181 


Ave., Ft. Laud | 
305/46). quderdale, FL 33301, 


МАС. Tomahawk 


DONOR: 70-78 Datsun Z 
УЕ: stock Z-car 
ENG: stock L6 or УВ 


KIT: $3395 
Native American Craftsman, Dept. 
КСО1, 7019 32nd St., North Highlands, 
СА 95660, 916/348-8950 


Arkley $$ 


L: 123 inches. 60 inches 
Н: 48 inches. WB: 80 inches. 


WT: 1540 pounds 

DONOR: MG Midget or Austin Healey 
Sprite 

tock 

3: stock, Datsun L-series or 

Mazda rotary 

г. $1295 


РО. Box 18667, Asheville, NC 28814, 
704/628-9626 


5 inches 


WT: 2000 pounds 
CHS: custom with GM front drive 
trans and brakes. 
FS: Mustang ILstyle A-arms 
RS: Porsche or transverse V6 ог УВ 
ENG: Porsche, V6 or V8 


Nereia Cars, Dept. КСО1, 5316 Dene 
Dr., Wilmington, NC 28405, 910/791-8546 


Pigeon Performance 


421 Cobra 
L: 162 inches Ws 76.5 inches 
2 inches WB: 90 inches 
WT: 2200 to 2500 pounds 
CHS: 4-inch round-tube ladder-type 
with X-brace 
: 84-95 Corvette 
Ford or Chevy small- or big: 
block V8 
KIT: $5000 
00 
Pigeon Performance, Dept. КСО1, 1420 
RTE 125, St. Julienne, Quebec, JOK 


ж 


ND Tech Formula Race баг 
180 inches. 
42 inches. 
1900 pounds 
'83 GM midsize with 
tubular space frame 
FS: custom A-arms with inboard 
coil-overs actuated by push-pull 
rod and bellerank 
Corvette or Jaguar. 
V6 or small-block УВ, 

KIT: blueprints $23, nose $100, 

wing $100 

ND Tech, Dept. KCO1, P.O. Box 26721, 
Tucson, AZ 85726, 520/624-3907 


W: 80 inches 
WB: 116 inches. 


Precision GT 250 California 
L: 173 inches. 
inches 


56,8 inches 
inches 


backbone/spa 
ubular A-arms with coil-overs 
: four-link live axle with 
Panhard rod 
Ford 351W, 302 or 289 Chevy 
small-block 
KIT: $9950 
Т.К: $46,000 
Precision Design & Engineering, Dept. 
KCO1, 1919 Oak Hill Dr, Escondido, CA 
92027, 619/740-0230 


Predator F-Type Jaguar 
L: 176.5 inches W: 73 inches 
Н: 325 inches WB: 97 inches 
WT: 2700 pounds 


ОВ: XJS Jaguar 
tubular steel racing chassis 
ated to space frame 

6 Jaguar 

XJ40 Jaguar 

ENG: V12 Jaguar or УВ with Pantera 
ansaxle 

KIT: $30,000 

Т.К: $115,000 


Exotic SL 

Designed to mount оп '87-95 Chrys 
England Exotic Rebodies' Exotic SL 
kits are prefitted for accuracy before. 
shipping. The company provides all 
accessories, financing and a travel- 
expense program for those who wish 
to inspect a vehicle on display. Send 
$5 for an info pack. 
DONOR: Chrysler LeBaron 

convertible 
FS/RS: stock, lowered 
ENG: stock turbo 1А or Уб 


508/374-7503 


er LeBaron convertibles, the panels for New 


New England Exotic Rebodies, Dept. КСО1, P.O. Box 1195, Haverhill, MA 01831, 


= 


Predator 0-Туре Jaguar 
L: 157 to 164 inches W: 65.5 inches 
40 inches WB: 90 inches 
WT: 2100 pounds. 
tubular steel with backbone 
FSRS: XJ6 Jaguar 


Jaguar L6 or Chevy V8 
KIT: $15,000 
‘TR: $45,000 


Predator Performance, Inc., Dept. иі 
KCO1, 12280 75th St. North, Large 
34643, 819/539-0218 


Ж 
Хем 


Nice баг 
Reflection Series. 
Value-priced as Jow 
$9995, the Reflection 
Series replica of the famed 
07 Corvette starts with th 
Chassis and adds a sturdy 
el-panel inner structure 
eplica is slightly 
rin the cockpit than 
original vehicle and 
tne UO SG ue Chl V 
[air condition 
| Drak 
month/12, 


BUYERS’ GUIDE ТО 
160: KITS 


PR&D '55 Chevy Bel Air 
L: 180 inches 
Н: 58 inches 
WT: 2950 pounds. 
CHS: modified 77-94 Chevy Caprice 
FS/RS: stock coil spring 
ENG: 305 ог 350 V8 


L: 180 inches 
58 inches 


70 inches 
WB: 115 inches 


Rayco Slant. ‘Nese 986 Porsche 


156 W: 68.5 inches 
aed 50+ WB: 96 inches 
Ni WT: 2140 pounds 
DONOR: 914 Porsche 
FS/RS: stock 
ENG: stock, V6, V8 or rotary 
KIT: $163 


Rayco, Inc., Dept. KCO1, c/o Dan 
Sigler, 1710 Delmar Blvd., St. Louis, MO 
63103, 314/621-1321 


PR&D '52 МЕТО 
І: 146 inches W: 59 inches 
Н: 52inches WB: 94.5 inches 
WT: 1350 to 1590 pounds 
DONOR: VW Beetle or 76-89 
Chevette/Acadian 


NETUS 
CHS: custom tubular frame 
FSRS: VW or stock сой spring 


PR&D Auburn 4-) 
ENG: We lio t [enis Passenger Landau 
Т.К: $17,500 L: 210 inches 


z= Н: 57 inches. 


wat inches 

:127 inch 

WT: 3550 pounds $i 

DONOR: 77°94 Chery С 
CHS: tubular farsa 
FS/RS; stock coil spring 
ENG: 305 or 350 08 

KIT: $15,200 


'aprice 


CES $49,500 
"35 Auburn 2-Passenger 
Speedster 
L: 210 inches. W: 68 inches 
H: 57 inches WB: 127 inches 
WT: 3400 pounds ком, 


DONOR: 0 
"71-94 Chevy Caprice 
CS: tubular И 
i sack eal 
ENG: 305 ог: Ed 
KIT: $14,200 
Т-К: $45,500. 


Nice Car Company, Dept. KCO1, Box 
265, Glyndon, MN 56547, 800/753-4158 


RRO. S.GA. Porsche 340 ___ 


WT: 1995 pounds 
DONOR: Porsche 914 
FS: 911 struts, steering and brakes 
Ш or 914 


Mazda rotary, 2.8 Ford or 
4.3 Chevy, 
Ford or small-block 

y V8 


Ches 


KIT: 


engine 
conversion $2900 

Т.К: $7000 to $17,000. 
P.R.O. S.C.A. Dept. KCO1, 16529 Sierra 
Hwy., Santa Clarita, CA 91351, 
805/251-5910 


W: 69 inches 


L: 147 inches 
н: WB: 94.5 inches, 


43 inches 
WT: 2000 pounds. 
CHS: tubular space frame 
custom A-arms with coil-overs 
and Mustang II spindles 
five-link Ford 9-inch with 
ENG: Chevy Vo 
i Chevy V8. 
KIT: $8985 
unn ЁК: call for quote 
hi Motor Sport, Dept. KCO1, us 5. 
ws Ог, Rochester, МУ 14616, 
716/865-0199. 


ENG: 
KIT: $47: 
TK: 


RR Vokaro 
Н: 40 inches. 
WT: 1400 pounds 


WB: 80 inches 


W: 66 inches 
4.25 inches WB: 97.5 inches 
263 to 1584 pounds 
inboard coil-overs 
ive axle or independent 

tomer choice 

5 to $22,685 
>К: $27,850 to $34,895 
Rotus Ltd., Dept. КСО1, 7315 Parkview 
Dr, Frederick, MD 21702, 301/473-7988 
ог 301/416-7277 


RR Dauphin 2+2 
L: 163 inches 
50 pounds 


WB: 94.5 inches 


TK: $12 
Redhead Roadsters, Dept. KC01, Р.О. 
Box 24, Waitsburg, WA 99361, 
509/337-6832 


RHM Replica Birdcage 
Та 145 inches 
39.5 inches 
1400 pounds 
Porsche 
15-inch tubular frame 
: VW Туре T 
VW Туре Ш 
Porsche or air-cooled VW 
`K: $12,500 
Rising House Motors, Dept. KCO1, 56 
Grand Summit Rd., Cambridge, KS 
67023, 316/467-2265 


W: 63 inches 
WB: 88 inches 


PISA Corporation 
Pisa Corp. is your Fiero headquarters, and th 
latest addition to its stable of Fiero rebodies is tho 
sizzling new ZR-2. The components of this modu- 
lar kit are available either as a complete package 
vidually (ront сїр, rocker panel, rear йр, 


ting points for easy 
for catalog or $12 for video 


4250 to $7250 

call for quote 15088, 

PISA Corp., Dept. KC01, Р.О. Box 15088, 
Phoenix, AZ 85060, 602/376-1550 


Shell Valley Cobra 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
FS: A-arms with coil-vers 
RS: Ford 9-inch 
ENG: Ford VS 
KIT: $7995 to $19,995 
Shell Valley Motors, Inc., Dept. KCO1, 
Rt, 1, Box 69, Platte Center, NE 68653, 
402/246-2355 


inches WB: 126.5 inches 

pounds 

84-89 Nissan 3007Х (2+2) 
sified Nissan 


Spartan Motorcar Co., Dept. КСОТ, 
1655 S. Rancho Santa Fe Rd., Ste. 108, 
San Marcos, CA 92069, 619/744-3565 


‘CHS: box-tube ladder-type or 
semimonocoque 
FS: Mustang II with coil-overs or 
rocker-arms with inboard 
coil-overs 
RS: Ford 88-inch or modified Ford 
Thunderbird 
KIT: $14,950-to $29,000 
Specialty Motor Cars, Dept. KCO1, 
4656 Bridgewater, Fayetteville, AR. 
72703, 501/443-7072 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION 
(Rogie by 39 US C 3685) 
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Superformance Cobra 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
FS: A-arms with coil-overs 
nodified Ford Thunderbird 
ENG: small- or big-block Ford V8 
^K: $29,900 (customer installs 
driveline) 
Superformance, Dept. КСО1, 3210 
Profit Dr, Fairfield, OH 45014, 
513/860-2200 


Ultima Sports Coupe/Spyder 
If you're looking for a real trophy win- 
ner, the Ultima's laurels include the Top 
Gun and fastest lap at the 95 Run & Cun, 
winner of the '95 British О.Т. E 
Championship, and the АНАЗ '95 Good 
Manufacturing Practices Award. The 
Ultima is a proven performer constructed 
with only new race-quality parts. 
L: 153їпсһев — W: 78 inches 
H: 42 inches МВ: 100 inches 
СУТ 21801870 pounds 
х tubular space frame with allo 
К ША 
х custom A-arms, alloy uprights, 
one, Soil-overs иу 
ENG: LA, V6 or small-block Chevy or 


Ford, rotary or Rover V 
KIT: $31,800 7 eT V8 


„Т.К: call for quote 

Ultima Sports America, Dept. KCO1 
22117 Buenaventura St., Woodland 
Hills, CA 91364-4104, 818/347-6595 


TP '23 Model T 
L: 130 inches 
Н: 71 inches 
WT: 1645 pounds 
FS: suicide frontend with dropped 
front axle, optional I-beam axle 
available 
3: coll-overs 
х small- or big-block Ford or 
Chevy 
KIT: $3495 to $10,000. 


W:77 inches 
WB: 100 inches 


TP '26 Pro Street T Chassis 
33 inches 
46 inches 
WT: 2260 pounds 
FS: dropped front axle, -beam axle | 
or independent. 
RS: dual leaf with Ford 9-inch. 
ENG: small- or big-block Ford ог 
Chevy 
KIT: $4000 to $25,000 (body package 
$5995) 
т.к: $40,000 


W: 66 inches, 
WB: 100.5 inches 


TP 2831 Model A ы 
L: 162 inches W: 68 inches} 
Н: 68 ‘inches WB: 108.5 inches, 


WT: 2468. idi 
| pounds | 
| FS: dropped front-axle, I-boam axle | 
| or independent i 

: coil-overs - 
ENG: Ford or Chevy УВ. 


Thoroughbred 540K 

CHS: box-tube ladde 
SIRS: Mustang | 

ENG: Ford or Chevy V8 


| 


Thoroughhred 300 SLR 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type 
Mustang IT 
Ford or Chevy V8 
KIT: 59995 


Thoroughbred '56 Gullwing 
CHS: box-tube ladder-type. 
FS/RS: Mustang П 
ENG: Ford or Chevy V8 
KIT: $9995 


Thoroughbred '36 Ford 


CHS: Jate-model Ford pickup or cus- 
tom box-tube frame 
ENG: small- or big-block Ford V8 
KIT: $5995 
Thoroughbred Coach Builders, Dept. 
КСО1, Р.О. Box 171, Mount Dora, FL 
32757, 904/735-4607 


Trylon Viper 


L: 184 inches E 


W (rear clip only) 
CHS: custom box-tube with steel 
connecting plates 


76 inches 
WB: 109 inches. 


ustom horseshoe yoke with 
dual cail-overs 
: VW rear clip 
tew VW, rotary or electric 
^ $8,000 
$18,000 
Trylon, Inc., Dept. KCO1, 4018 
Galesburg Ave., Arlington Heights, IL 
60004, 708/394-4314 


Now available through US.dealer Bold 
City Motors, the Mastretta from Mexico is 
а preassembled sports coupe based on a 


VW Beetle platform. АП exterior panels 
are installed and ready to accept a variety 
af VW-based mechanicals, The ear is also 
А orm, The 
Mastretta’s enclosed body, low center o 
gravity, short wheelbase and compact size 
ensure lots of year-round driving fun. 
L:liinches Ws 63 inches 
H; 46 inches WB: 82 inches 
WE 1872 pounds 
CHS: shortened VW Beetle 
FSRS: VW Beetle 
ENG: VW Type 1, fuelinjected, turbo, 
or Mazda rotary 
ют S6500 
TK: 54 

Unediseño sa de cv, Dept, KC01, Blvd. 
‘Adolfo López Mateos 92, Col. Alpes, 
Mexico D.F. 01010, 011-825-593 57 40 
US. Agent: 
Bald City Motors, Inc., Dept. KCOt, 252 
E bth St, Jacksonville, FL 32206, 
904/355-8030 


Unique 427 SC Cobra and 
289 НА Cobra 


inches 
4 inches 

WT: 2250 to 2500 pounds 

CHS: box-tube ladder frame 

FS: MGB or custom 

RS: Jaguar independent 

ENG: Ford V8 

KIT: $8995 


Unique Motorcars, Dept. КСО1, 230 E. 


Broad St., Gadsden, AL 35903, 
205/546-3708 


V-8 Archie CA-TR 
CHS: Fiero extended Tinch 
ENG: stock Fiero or Chevy V8 
‘conversion kit $850 
KIT: $8400 
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SM '34 Ford Club Cab Pickup 
L 


168 inches W: 65 inches 

| 66inches WB: 118 inches 
2800 pounds 
x ladder-type 


dropped-tube axle. leaf spring or 
амбал II-based independent 
ur-bar radius rods with coil 
overs or parallel composite leaf 
springs 
ENG: American V8 
KIT: $4950 


SM '32 Lo-Boy Roadster 
L: 140 inches 
Н: 47.5 inches 
WT: 1650 pounds 
CHS: custom ladder-type 
FS: dropped-tube axle, leaf spring 
with hairpin radius rods 
RS: quarter elliptic springs, 
Panhard bar, Ford 8- or 9-inch 
ENG: American V8 
KIT: $3500 


W: 68 inches. 
WB: 106 inches 


T SM Motors Track T Roadster 


1: 140 inches W: 68 inches 
H: 44 inches WB: 106 inches 


WT: 1450 pounds 
DONOR: 78:80 Pinto, Bobcat or 
Mustang II 
CHS: custom ladder-type 
FS: droppod-tube axle, leaf spring 
RS: quarter elliptic springs, 
Panhard bar 
ENG: LA or V6 
KIT: $2200. 
‘SM Deluxe '27 T Roadster 
L: 141 inches 
Н: 53 inches. 
WT: 1600 pounds. 
CHS: custom ladder-type 
FS: tube axle, leaf spring, 
four-bar radius rods. 
RS: Ford 9-inch, chrome coil-overs, 
сой springs or custom Leaf 
sp 
ENG: Chewy Va 
| 5 КЇТ: $2400 
| speedway Motors, Dept. КСОТ, 300. 
0 Speedway Cir., Р.О. Вох 81906, Lincol; 
i NE 68501, 402/474-4411 xd 


W: 68 inches 
WB: 114 inches 
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Scorpion SS 


Underneath V 


and drivability 
nd-frame pack: 


ptions r 

Fiero fou 

Chevy V8. 
L: 


ENG: Gi 
KIT: $16.000 
: сай for quote 
Fiero Specialties, Dept. 
KCO1, 73 Featherbed 
Ln., Flemington, NJ 08822, 908/782-5636 


VS Porsche Speedster 
L: 168 inches W: 76 inches L: 156 inches W: 56 inches 
Н: 44 inches WB: 96 inches inches WB: 83.5 inches 
WT: 2850 pounds ) pounds 


Mustang П 

RS: Ford 9-inch four-link 

ENG: Ford big- or small-block 

KIT: $21,950 

Т.к: $48,000 
West Coast Cobra, Dept. КСОТ, 6785 
16-Mile Rd, Sterling Heights, MI 48312, 
519/736-7274 


седе 
VW Beetle 
1600-1835cc VW Type I 


Warlock Phantom 
Over two years in development, Warlock's Phantom VT а remar 
neering witha one-piece, shor 
gelconied fiberglass body that 
fion lengthened Fito ca 
nd the Папа јр chasse 
й designed to acces a по. 
dinally mounted Corvette Vi 
and а 314 transmission Algo 
included with the deluxe kits 
curved window ава 
CHS: Fore modified and 
extended L1 taches 
FSRS: modifed Piero 
ENG: Piero or longitudi- 
nally inted 
Chevy Và with 
Porsche 81% 
нен 
КІТ: $17,000 
"nm cc 
arlock Design, Inc., De 
909/597-3621 e 


« КСО1, 15740 El Prado Rd., Unit B, Chino, CA 91710, 


Centralia Rd., Hawaiian Gardens, CA 
90716, 310/402-4334 


EL 


1 160 inch 


~ Warp Five Manta GT 


W: 75 inches 
WB: 94 inches 


tom A-arn 
6 or Chevy 350 
KIT: $11,995 


Warp Five Montage 
L: 174 inches 
: 43 inches 


W: 74 inches 
WB: 94 inches 


Warp Five Starship 
L: 200 inches 
Н; 55 inches 
WT: 1045 pounds 
FS: trailing arm with monoshock 
RS: donor motorcycle 
ENG: 750cc or larger, or electric 
KIT: $8995 
Т.К: $13,995 
Warp Five, Inc., Dept. КСОТ, 1500 NE 
Roanoke, Blue Springs, MO 64014, 


816/228-2960 Kt 


LivinG UP To THE LEC 
m 


nequaled quality, craftsmanship and attention to detail. 
The E.R.A. 4275€ is so expertly designed and engineered that 

performance purists have selected it over all competition for 

more than a decade. It offers 1.0*G cornering and 0-100 

in just over 12 seconds—superbly blended with rock-solid constr 

tion for comfortable touring. No one does it better than E.R.A.! 

For your comprehensive infopak and photos, please send *10 to: 


ERA REPLICA AUTOMOBILES 


СТ 06051 (203) 229-7968 


ied to holders of these or any other 
тай shown in tha ad. 


wee of proi fie mony 


өтөт 


ponente th 


* Ай weather sports car that can be used everyday 
ofthe уем. 


* Real sports car look and fel, The Mastretta is 
focused on performance 


+ preassembled body package eases construction and 
allows for easy installation of mechanical 
‘components and accesories, 


* Call for information package and set the new trend 
with us 


Exclusive U.S, Importer and Distributor. 


BOLD [ЇЇ 


Phone (904)355 9030 


252 East fth Street (ET GEO 


Jacksonville, Florida 32206 Fax 


= 


SPRING READY ALL COVERED UP 
Eaton ра A g 
Detroit Spring way 5507 
claims it сап reasonably 
ч сизїот-таке clean while 
any Е for working on 
just about any your kit pro. 
vehicle. With ject is to 
its vast blue- Cover up with. 
print library, | this Dura 4 
the Солу | Moly apron == 
can have from Childs & 
springs made Albert. it has | EOSAICTES | 
and delivered — — a brightly 
Within days of ordering. It also carries all embroidered from Bosal USA can give your exhaust 
" E А 
the necessary components for your par. logo and is that performance look. Made from heavy 
ticular application, including U-bolts, cage made from walled, 14-gauge steel, the tips feature 
nuts, Tolts, shackle kits, axe pads and durable, рој | highquality MIG welding, a gunmetal fiw- 


2 bushings. Eaton Detroit Spring, Dept. ished cotton ish and a chromed end. Bosal claims the 


KCO1, 1555 Michigan Ave., Detroit, Mi designed to tips can be easily attached by clamp or 

SHINE ON 48216, 313/963-3839. resist staining. Childs & Albert, Dept. Welded directly to the exhaust pipe. 
KCO1, 24849 Anza Dr. Valencia, CA Bosal USA, Inc., Dept. КСО1, 14 Troy 

STEERING IN STYLE 91355, 805/295-1900. Hills Rd., Whippany, NJ 07981, 


800/631-7271. 


This Grant. [ — m —] 
Products 
Banjo steer: 
ing wheel 
would be а | 
fine addition | 

| 


These Bosal Вгозреед Exhaust Tips | 
| 
| 


Uer nd 
SPLIT 'N' PINNED 


to any clas- 
sic Кї inte- 
пог. Made 
of stainless. 
steel, it fea. | — — — — — —À 
tures a polished center hub with stainless 
strings anchored to the rim with sculp- 


tured, stainless retainers. It is available in 
black, tan, light gray or navy and fea- 
tures genuine, hand-stitched leather 
around the rim. Grant Products, Dept. 
KCO1, 700 Allen Ave., Glendale, CA 
91201, 213/849-3171 


TIE ONE ON 


INDISPENSABLE FILTER 


The answer to your fisheye problems 
could be this filter from Motor Guard. Its 
new orangefilter model offers improved 
airflow for high-volume as well as high 
pressure applications. Motor Guard 
claims this product removes the smallest 
of contaminant particles. Motor Guard 
Corp., Dept. KCO1, 580 Carnegie St., 


SURE CHARGE 


When your kit car has been in storage 
for months on end you may have trouble 
starting it, Now you can eliminate dead- 
battery problems with Protech Products" 
new Sure Charger. For pennies a year, 
you can maintain the battery at full 
Charge for extended periods of time. The 
charger simply plugs into the wall, and it 
is fully automatic. Protech claims its 
product cannot overcharge the battery. 
Protech Products, Dept. KCO1, 405 5. 
Victory Blvd. Ste. E, Burbank, СА 91502, 
800/392-1242. 


Manteca, СА 95337, 209/239-9191. 


One area you can't neglect in building 
Your kit car is the suspension. Rare Parts 
Can help you with new tie-rod ends. 
These hard. "working parts take the brunt 
of wear іп the suspension. The company 
Claims it offers key sizes and lengths 
that can be machined and formed to fit 
almost any requirement, so you'll never 
| claims that the АНЫ have to look for a new tie-rod end suppli 

back and uber sent to ее Wa Rare Parts, Inc., Dept. КСО1, 621 
fatigue. Pegasus Products Co, Dep | Wilshire Ave., Stockton, СА 95203, 
KCÓ1, 315 Gougler Ave., Kent, ОН 07621-2008, 

44240, 800/2663321, 


plasticbodied 
| the latest in pi 
| and ergonomic design. The c 


MR. CLEAN j il 
Are you a car-care fanatic? Check out The Absorber from Cleanlools. Itis constructed. = 

of nontbrasive material that the company claims wil never scratch or leave linton the 

finish of your kit саг. It can be found in most auto parts stores. CleanTools, Dept Kcol, 

648 Blackhawk От, Westmont, IL 60559, 800/654-3933. д 


рка 
KCO1, 608612 E. 
CT 06051. 


How to Pick the 
Right Fasteners 
for Your Project 


By Brent Ross 


uts and bolts are the primary 


which has 1.25 mm between each 
thread. It is the coarse-thread alter 
native because it has fewer threads 
per given length. Bolts are available 
їп a variety of lengths as well. 

Because metric bolts require metric 
wrenches and standard bolts require 
standard-size tools, fasteners of the 
same system should be used through- 


N method of fastening together" outa kit vehicle. In addition, the met- 
the components of a kit prof 


ject. cric ahd standard fasteners are not 


Even the most mechanically di 
clined kit builders have fastened 
together more than their fair share of. 
the threaded devices. In fact, almo3é 
eyeryone is so familiar with usin 


give some longtovérdue attention ~ 


interchangeable, though many may 
appear so. When selecting.a bolt to be 
installed into a part, choose the 
largest-diameter bolt that does not 
Tub the sides of the mounting hole in 


|| them that many important. aspects об sh it will be secured. 
common fastenerare overlooked) | Head style and diameter vary 
| atly also, even among bolts with 


ese small but Significant items, 
lets review the differences between 
Various types of threaded fasteners 

eir proper applications. 

and bolts are commonly avail- 

in two size classifications: 

(Standard) and metric. Both 
* generally available with a 
choice of thread pitches. Thread pitch 
on a standard-thread bolt is defined 
аё the number of threads per inch. 
For example, a 4-20 bolt has a Y-inch 
diameter and 20 threads per inch and 
is considered to be a coarse thread. А 
fine-thread %-28 bolt is also available. 
Because there are 28 thre 
inch, the threads must be fin 
"The diameter of standa; 

expressed in fractions, begi 
Yeinch bolts. Smaller diam 
expressed in gauge size sim 
electrical wire. The diameter of a met- 
ic bolt is shown in millimeters. For 
example, an 8-1 metric bolt is 8 mm 
in diameter and has 1 mm between 
each thread, There's also an 8-1.25, 
62 KIT CAR 
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like threads. Select a bolt with a head 
that allows easy operation of the type 
of tool it requires. If access is not a 
problem, pick a bolt with a head that 
uses the same size and type of tool as 
other existing bolts so that you'll need 
only one tool. Thin parts should be 
secured by bolts with large-diameter 
heads and washers to spread out the 


load, which helps preventsthe bolt 
from pulling through i. d 
Making the Grade y 


Nuts and bolts are also fated for a 
combination of their she tensile 


B strength. The materials used and the 


anner in which the fastener was 
eat-t 


A. Bolt with non- 
threaded grip area 

B. Two marks ata 
right angle denote 
Stainless steel 

C. Grade 8 boit 


nents such as interior 
trim. Grade 5 begins 
the acceptable rang 
and in many cases 
(such as in high- 
shear areas) a Grade 
5 bolt is better than а 
higher-grade. bolt 
because A softer bolt 
will deform slightly 
rather than snap. 
Grade 5 bolts are 
identified by three 
evenly spaced radial 
lines on the head of 
the bolt. Grade 6 uses 
four lines and Grade 
8 six lines. There are 
higher grades of fas- M 
teners, -but they are 
saved-for the likes of 
jet fighters. 

The lines of the grading system are 
always radially placed and-evenly 
spaced. For example, the Grade 5 
bolt has three lines 120 degrees 
apart. There are inexpensive, 
unspecified-grade bolts that can be 
misleading because they have the 
required number of identifying 
marks, but they aré'unévenly spaced 


or in the wrong location. ^w 


Can We Torque? 4 
Torque and clamp load'áre two 
other important chatactetistics to 
understand. Bolts are given both dry 
and lubricated torque specifications, 
and those ratings should be used. 
Torque charts for common bolt sizes 


stud (designed to 
break before the 
blower) 
. Stud 
Pipe plug 
. Flange nut 
Nylon lock nut. 
Нехчуре lock nut 
). at washer 
P. Star washer 


@. Splittock washer 


«+ Getting Down to 


Muts & Bolts 


parts together). When a bolt is tight- 
ened, it is stretched and tries to return 
to its original length. By trying to 
return to its normal length, it puts 
pressure (clamp load) on the parts 
being held together. When a bolt is 
torqued to its specified max, it is 
applying maximum clamp load. Clamp 
load begins to drop off if a bolt is over- 
torqued because the bolt becomes per- 
manently stretched and does not try to 
return to its normal size with the 
same vigor. 
Because a fine-thread bolt requires 
a higher torque setting than a coarse- 
thread bolt of the same diameter, a 
fine-thread bolt will exert more clamp 
load. For example, it is recommended 
to torque.a dry Grade 5 %-16 bolt to 
30 in-Ibs and a %-24 bolt to 35 in-lbs 
The coarse-thread %-inch bolt һаз а 
clamp load of 4950, pounds; while the 
24: bolt/applies 5600 pounds of pres- 
sure, However if Grade 8 bolts are 
used, clamp, Joads jump to 7000 and 
+7900 pounds, respectively, and 
require more tightening pressure to 
be applied. The clamp load required 
will often dictate the thread type and 
bolt grade selected. However, some 
materials such as fiberglass or alu- 
pinum may not withstand full clamp. 
pressure} therefore the bolt should be 
{_ under-torqued, and one of a lower 
grade could probably be installed. 


"Stud Selection 

Теа bolt is to be threaded into a soft, 
nonferrous part without the aid of a 
nut or insert, coarse threads are often 
better because they take a bigger bite 
of material and are less likely to get 
stripped out. If high clamp pressures 
are required on threaded aluminum 
Parts, it is often best to use a stud. A 


Here are the proper 
markings for a 
Grade 8 bolt. Note 
that all the lines are 
radially and evenly 
spaced around the 
bolt. Six lines in any 
other arrangement 
do not denote a 
Grade 8 bolt. 


Studs are used for securing soft, non- 
ferrous parts. Because they are gener- 
ally threaded into soft metals, that side 
of the stud typically has coarse threads, 
while the end that takes the nut uses 
fine threads to 
achieve the proper 
clamp load. 


stud is threaded at both ends with a 
nonthreaded shoulder in the center. 
Studs are very common on intake and 
exhaust manifolds of engines with 
aluminum cylinder heads. The stud is 
threaded into the head until the 
unthreaded portion of the stud butts 
against the first thread. The manifold 
is then slipped over the stud and 
secured with a traditional nut. 

Whenever. possible, use bolts made 
of thé same-máterial as the parts they 
secure. For example, running stain- 
less-steel boltsithrough а cast-iron 
part results'in à chemical reaction 
between the unlike metals that tends 
to make the fastener corrode, weaken 
and become very difficult to loosen. If 
а like-material fastener'cannót be 
used (8s with aluminum),an antiseize 
compound or a cadmiumsplated bolt 
should be used. Or if the part is alu- 
minum, it can often be anodized to 
reduce the problem. { 


All Locked Up 

"No discussion of nuts and bolts is 
complete without a word about lock- 
ing devices. The least-expensive and 
effective is the star type. It should be 
used on very light-duty applications. 
The common split-lock type that 
resembles a cut arid bent steel washer 
is very effective at preventing bolts 
from working themselves loose. They 
can be reused many times, are inex- 
pensive and are available in several 
weights. Weights range from light to 
heavy and refer to the amount of force 
that the washer exerts when flat- 
tened. The heavier the rating, the 
greater the-locking force. They have 
no identification markings. 

Some bolts have a built-in locking 
method. These have small tabs 
formed intòthe underside of the bolt. 
head that cut into the surface of the 
part and prevent the bolt from easily 
backing out. These fasteners offer 
good success but, to some degree, 
chew up the part being secured. 

The nut itself often has a bui 


d spitlock washers (top) 

па ct ама 
sher can be alone 

the load or with a split-lock washer to, 
help prevent the bolt or nut from coming. 
loose. The star type (right) is more... 
effective with lighter clamp loads (suc 
as on fiberglass) that won't fatten 
washer. 


locking device as well. The nylon-insert 
type is very popular. They are inexpen- 
sive and perform well when used cor- 
rectly. They are basically a nut with an. 
undersize ring of nylon on ће exit 
side. When the bolt is threaded into 
the nut and begins to exit the nut, the 
bolt must thread through the non- 
threaded nylon insert. The deformed 
nylon applies pressure to the bolt and 
prevents it from coming loose. 

However, this type of locking device 
has three shortcomings. First, it can 
only be reused a couple of times 
before permanent threads are cut into 
the nylon insert, reducing its effec- 
tiveness. Second, these nuts cannot be 
used near theg@agine because high 
temperatures will damage the insert. 
And last, nuts of this type don't carry 
a Grade 8 rating because the heat= 
treat process is compromised by th 
application of the nylon insert. 

The flex-type locking nut is per 
the best for heavy-duty all-temy 
türé work. Flex nuts look simil 
castle-nuts except that the cutsi@re 
mucli'Shorter. The cut exit side of the 
mut has a slightly smaller inside 
diameter. As the bolt is threaded 
through the nut, it pushes the small 
cut portions of the nut outward. Those 
areas then try to return to their origi- 
nal location; their spring pressure on 
the bolt prevents the bolt from Back- 
ing out. 


Torquing a bolt is an important step 
that should not be omitted. Torquing 
stretches а bolt the proper amount to 
achieve maximum clamp loading. 
Overtorquing reduces clamp load and 
can break the bolt or strip the threads. 
Be careful however—some items such 
as aluminum valve covers are often 
torqued to a lower value than the bolts 
maximum. Always refer to the manu- 
facturer’s specs for critical and fragile 
parts rather than relying on a bolt 
charts maximums. KC 
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Our Kit Tech Columnist 
Waxes Nostalgically 
About Gibbon's 
Nostalgic Replicas 


By Jim Youngs 


PHOTOGRAPHY: JIM YOUNGS 


very couple of weeks ог so I drag out my shop- 
а worn, dog-eared old copy of ће Gibbon Fiberglass 

Reproductions catalog and dream my way 
through the pages of the "Street Rod Division." The 
pages that feature the 33-34 Ford roadsters are partic- 
ularly worn and fingerprinted. You see, even though 
Туе been sidetracked building an Indy Exotics Cobra 
and a Jovi replica of a Mercedes SL 600 in recent years, 
the vehicle of my teenage dreams is parked on those 
pages, waiting to be my next car project. 

As though the catalog didn't provide enough stimu- 
lus to enhance my dreams, Гуе made two sojourns to 
rural Gibbon, Nebraska, to visit with the Bond family, 
photograph a few of their demo cars and even drive 
around the small farming community in several 
examples of their street rod art—what a thrill! And it 
also prodded me to finish up the projects taking up 
space in my garage. 

In 1971 Dwight Bond of Gibbon Fiberglass began 
molding fiberglass replacement parts for vintage cars 
and street rods. А dyed-in-the-wool street rodder, he 
saw a major decline in the availability of vintage tin 
and decided to fill a need. It was so natural then to 
build complete vehicles, that today th ds 
Аш: Кеа пик cae вонр" д, = 
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marques from '29 Ford sedan deliver 
ies to '49-50 Mercs. Gibbon also off 
elegant Packard Coup 
Roadsters and components for F-100 
Ford pickups. S et rodding 
5 and involves lots of individuality, 
Gibbon has components, chi і 
cars in a wide range of packages. 
During my visits I was able to 
inspect the quality of a Gibbon build 
and was impressed by what I saw 
The company uses hardwood rein: 
forcement in the car bodies to ассот. 


STREET 
N 


s expa 


modate inevitable fibergl 
sion and contraction. It г 

separate pieces like fen 
to be superior to a one-piece body 
This approach is not only for histori 
cal correctness, but als опе 


piece bodies have a tendenc: 


nders а 
chassis, so that thir 
are supposed to. 

years a lot of street rods 


fit 


ha 
actual 
benchr 
hobby. Th 
cars you se 
of cla 
called “р! 


ons of the h 
om” vehicle, 


that never rode the rai 
tion lines. These cars are 
ple of the Gibbon lineu 
makes it even more di 
choose among the offeri 


also one more reason my 
alog is so worn, Thou 
about a '34 roadster 
cabriolet with a rumble seat would 
sure make a nice daily driver. KC 


of a chrome dropped-ube axle and 
а Posies Super Slider transverse 
leaf spring up front. A custom 
Mustang unit with an old-style pit- 
man arm setup exits the side of 
the frame for steering. The 12-bolt 
Chevy live-axle rear sports a four 
bar setup and an untraditional 


"34 THREE-WINDOW COUPE 


А striking example of Gibbon's '34 
"hree window coupe is a black beauty 
interpretation built by Nebraskan Bill 
Trompke for Mike Otte of Beaver City, 
Nebraska. Built on a custom chassis, 
this car started life as a Gibbon highboy 
roadster and was then transformed into 


=the coupe you see here. This car is по 


у 


transverse leaf spring. BFGoodrich 
tires are mounted on Center Line 
Convo/Pro wheels, P165/70R15 fronts 


considers г 
nd such 


'32 HIGHBOY 


Certainly one of the most enduring 
icons of rodding is the '32 highboy. it 
reflects back to the early days of hot 
s and was partially spawned by the 
infamous dry-lakes racers. Dwight 
Bond and his son, Kyle, built this '32 
boy to look as though they might 
e fou t on the streets of 
Southern California in the '60s. Its retro 
treatment is both refreshing and nostat 
gic. It was difficult to extricate my 
newlylicensed teenage son from it. He 
wanted to move to Gibbon, Nebraska, 
50 that ће too could join the street rod 
ranks there. 


wiring harness properly routes all the 
саг electrics. 

Gibbon offers several packages based 
оп the '34 three-window coupe starting 
with a base body and a fender and door 
package that retails for 56370. Gibbon's 
chassis package ($5995) includes practi 
cally everything short of wheels and tires. 
included on the 112inch wheelbase chas- 
sis are a complete rearend with drum 
brakes and a fourdink suspension with 

coilover shocks; а frontend setup 
with Wilwood disc brakes, a four-bar 
and a dropped axle; transmission 
and engine mounts; an installed GM 
steering sector and an installed 
brake pedal and mount. A complete 
fullfendered '34 coupe roling pack 
age retails for $14,250, and all it 
requires is an engine, a drivetrain 
and an interior. Gibbon also offers а 
wealth of component parts to further 
customize the car such as a liftoff 
3-inch chop top and electric win 
dows. Black is certainly beautiful, and so 
is this example of one of the venerable 
cars that virtually define street rodding, 


їскег CD 
ith ап amp 
lidden|speak- 
ге Is no air 
Ing, and cer- 


The body is Gibbon 
mounted to an original, reconditioned 
frame that has been boxed. The rear 5 
pension consists of a buggy spring h 
ing a '57 Ford 9:nch. The front is a 
lid axle, a leaf 
cks with hairpin 
box and vintage- 


5 '32 roadster 


bination of а dropped 
spring and chrome sl 


Chevy with a Crower 
lifters, an Edelbrock Ре: 
manifold and an Edi 


ат, hydraulic 
mer aluminum 
carburetor. 


РНАМТОМ '32 
ROADSTER PICKUP 


Street rod fanatics are always striving 
to come up with something new on famil 
iar car themes to showcase the individu- 
alistic nature of this hobby. Some fac- 
tions of street rodding have even tired of 
the traditional: street rod formats and 
have turned to producing “phantom” 
Works of art. Phantom refers to vehicles 
that were never really produced. A case 
in point is this '32 roadster pickup built 
for shows, displays and a generous por- 
tion of personal fun by Dwight Bond's 
son Kyle, who is the manager of the 
Street Rod Division. The original '32 pick- 
Up was kind of boxy and squared.off with 
à nonintegrated-cab-and-bed look. 


The Bonds ported and polished the 
heads, installed flat-top pistons and fit 
Lime Fire cutout headers, again for the 
proper vintage look. A Chevy TH350 
ith a Gennie shifter backs up 


ior features a simple treat: 
а Gibbonmade seat covered 

vinyl. Classic In 

s grace the d: 
wiring harness keeps ай the electricals 
Tunning and a '56 Ford steering column 
with a plain banjo-style whee! keeps the 

roadster pointed in the right direction. 

Apparently the impetus for building 
this car was the distinctive spiderweb 
grille Bond built in high school shop 


Instead of using the pickup cab, Bond 
modified а '32 roadster body and built a 
proportionally correct pickup. It’s true 
phantom treatment. 

The basic body package ($3935) 
includes the cab, the prehung doors, your 
choice: of firewall and. dash, the fenders, 
the running boards and your choice of an 
orígina-style grille shell or Gibbon’s new 
custom shell with stainless teeth. The 
‘company also offers a complete chassis 
assembly ($5995) featuring a live-axle 
rearend, a four-bar frontend, the suspen- 
sion, trans and engine mounts, and 
brakes, among other necessary items. A 
rolling package includes а Rootlieb steel 
hood. The steel pickup box is available as 
ап option ($2450) and comes with an oak 
floor and stainless trim strips. 

Bond's pearl.white pickup with blue- 
pearl ghost flames is powered by a 350ci 
Chevy backed up by a TH350 transmis- 
sion. He deviated from the stock Gibbon 
chassis by adding a inch Ford rear (an 
Sinch is standard) and a slammer front 
axle dropped 5 inches (а 4inch drop is 
Standard). The rear axle is located by à 
ladder-bar setup with Viper coi-over 
shocks. Polished Wilwood brakes provide 
the stopping power. Up front a Super Bell 
axle is suspended by a Posies leaf spring 
and a chrome four-bar set. BFG rubber 
(P185/70R14 fronts and P285/70R15 


rears) wrapped around Cragar ProStar 


wheels provides the proper stance and a 
generous footprint. 


А Chevy 350 V8 fitted with a Crane 
сат, hydraulic lifters, an Edelbrock 


class in 
1963. The 
car was lit- 
erally built 
around the 
grille. This 
highboy is 
plenty of 
fun to drive, and it gets driven а lot. The 
purposely primered roadster is sort of a 
yard car, or parts gofer, that is regularly 
Seen around Gibbon's brickpaved main 
street and in neighboring towns. It also 
manages to make appearances at street 
rod shows to help illustrate the range of 
possibilities to which Gibbon components 
can aspire. 


Performer manifold 
and a set of block- 
hugger headers 
provides motive 
power. A Chevy 
TH350 automatic 
sits behind the mill. 
The tweed interi- 
or, including the cus- 
tom seats, is by 
Teas Design. Bond 
chose a Cyberdyne 
Blue Digital dash 
system with an Affordable Street Rods 
wiring package to tie all the electrics 
together. А white LeCarra steering wheel 
sets off the simple and clean interior. 
Crowning touch- 
es such as the 
stainless and 
wood bedliner, 
the centermount- 
ed megaphone 
exhaust tips and 
the hidden neon 
lights under the 
truck make this a 
stunning driver. 


SOURCE 
Gibbon Fiberglass 
Reproductions 
Dept. KCOL 

РО, Box 490. 
Gibbon, NE 68840 
308/468-6178 
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This is exactly how the $29,800 Superformance Cobra looks 
Ther being unloaded from the shipping container. Al thats © 
fequired to drive it away is installing an engine, a transmission 
эп a driveshaft. Optional upgrades include a cloth soft to 
(5900) comed nerf bars ($800), Wilwood performance 
brakes ( , genuine Halibrand pindrives (54 

an aluminum body ($17,000) 5000) ana even 


Su ice’ 
iperformance's Imported Cobra Is Abl Te PLZ | The engine compartment has the brake lines plumbed 
Leap Over Lone В il а 0 е [0 The windshield, Smiths-style instruments, steering column, and the wiring harness hooked up. The exhaust headers 
With ang H g Bui dups ina Single Bound - E eats and upholstery are already installed. эге temporarily held in place with shipping braces. 
i our Assembly Time pF === hat separates the Superfor- States, where Shelby then installed ing inset box), pour in the fluids, turn 
By Steve Temple iota ~ ance Cobra from the pack is the Ford powerplai the key and away you go. Project cars 
саи packaging. When it rolls off the con- Рог simplicity, think of the dont ge much easier than this one. 
PHOTOCRAPHY STEVE ТЕМЕСЕ ~ (пег ship, the car is so complete it's Superformance Cobra as a total y fin- Even though virtually no assembly 
ihmost а turn-key vehicle, even ished, ready-to-drive Wehicle--the is required, it's still good to know how 
gh the price is still in the kit body mounted and painted with the car is constructed. In this case, the 


as it may. Sound, the g 25 
i , the greatest Ameri 
time started life erican-muscle- 5 EE 
їз actually а pallet car, sans — Spies-Hecher base/clearcoat, the inte- chassis starts with a 2x4-inch, box- 


Maybe has as enc ut rpoWered British. | : 
4 ота was invented i ТШ АЙША, үң the engine, transmision and dive. De fastalled, the suspension hung, tube main frame that includes front 
About, of edurse, in hew Сако ec | 4 naf. This approach is nothing пем ће wheels and the tir ensimted and and rear crumple zones and large- 
y sboeliornig a ord УВ into an Shelbys 3 im psi component cars, because the brake lines and the wiring all diameter outriggers. The body is rivet- 
Stange. after all‘that one: of the £ 2 а : Gustoms laws dont allow а mew vehi- hooked up—and then pull out the Gd and then bonded to the inner liners 

|. ~ à A ‘ie into the country with an engine engine tranny and driveshalt ‘That's with urethane adhesive. At the front 

led unless the car has been what you get for $29,800. Many аге custom, ‘unequal-length, dual A- 


arms with coil-over shocks and 


cross the 
Mustang II spindles directed by a 


у crash-test 7 

e азр авіа, The simple alternative Cobras on the U.S. market are offered 
driveline’ inthe vehicle without the ав a partially assembled rolling chas: d by 

automan stalled so it qualifies as sis, but rarely are they as complete as Volkswagen Jetta steering rack, fhe 

importing е ораг агае than. this саз бо this low a price (govern- independent, rearend is from в lat 

In fact, arene enad vehicle. ment subsidies and low-cost labor in model Ford тыда ee SEE 

i ћ аг w it ирегі се і 
h з shipped South Africa keep the cost down). Just Superos o incra mild-steel 


the original Cob: 
та to the United ine (gee accompany- 
plug in the driveline (s | 


Kits are Available Again! 
Stage І 9,950 
Stage || 14,950 
Stage || 21,500 
Send $5.00 for details 
Precision Design 
510 S. Quince 
Escondido, CA 92025 
619-740-0230 
Fax 619-740-9084 


EXCLUSIVELY MAZDA RX-7 — 


YADE DODY AND AERO PACKAGES И STREET OR COU. 
PETION STYLES FOR NS fac Te ет 
ен до TAA 
ООБУ: ка 


ELNOK коме» к 
ойон s EPSON > 
амон ао 


ено $500 оя Арона. 
INEORUATION AND A РАСЕ 


DESIGN ENERGY. INC. 


805-965-5115 


70 KIT CAR. 


Since the Su 
f 
skin is a ladder frame with tubular 
the rear is a modified Ford Thunder 


control arms with AVO overs. 

On the road, the Superformance 
delivers a satisfying combination of 
tractable street manners and high- 
performance breeding. It's quick on 
the turn-in, but not alarmingly so, 
and it carves through the corners 
with knifelike precision. The indepen- 
dent rearend has a compliant feel, 
without the jitterbug dance of а live 
axle. And it hooks up well too. We 
banged out а few acceleration runs 
and clocked 0-60mph times in the low 
5s, which could easily be improved by 
а set of gumballls in the rear. Also, the 
1040cfm Holley’s mixture on the 
demo car's 427 sideoiler needed lean- 


ing out. We prefer a four-speed Тор 


performance Cobra is sold only їп partially assembled or turn-key 
orm, you normally wouldn't see a bare-bones chassis. Underneath this snake's 
‘arms and coil-overs at the front. Bringing up. 
unit. 


Loader over the five-speed Tremec 
used in Mark Fehring's ride (the 
demo car shown here), but that's 
purely a personal choice. The only 
other thing we'd modify if this were 
our car 15 the positioning of the ped- 
als for easier heel-and-toe action. As 
for engine selection, the company 
actually recommends the Ford 351W 
for power, but Superformance's U.S. 
agent, Ron Rosen, says he installs а 
broad selection of powerplants rang- 
ing from a 302 to а 428. 

Overall, the Superformance solves а 
lot of problems for the time-strapped 
Cobra builder who wants immediate 
gratification. We also like the fact that 
you know exactly what you're get- 


COMPLETE MJS A 
SUSPENSION РАСЕ etat 


Kits are Available Again! 
[Stage I 9,950 
[Stage || 14,950 
Stage Il 21,500) —— 
| Send $5.00 for details 
Precision Design 


| 

| Е. 

| 510 S. Quince. 
| 


Escondido, СА 92025 


ТОМР1 ЕТЕ iiri. 
SUSPENSE Mt or ет 


И, / ue 


а › 


$2 


805-965-5115 


70 KIT CAR 


a 
n tion. We аво like the fact thst 
you know exactly what you're £et 


TUBE & PIPE 
ERS 


| NOT 


NU 


THE SPECIALTY CAR MAGAZINE 
vi 
f 


To order, write to: 
KIT CAR, 

P.O. Box 53949, 
Boulder, CO 80322-3949 
or call: 
1-(800)-800-5227 


Above lle is good o те US. oy For al oeign 
subscriptions, add to the above x 


jes. Spec Ince 
offer for now subscribers only, pi T 


| build time, we were frankly 


72 KIT CAR 


container. 
OUT OP рате 
itching f 

be bolt 


When we first heard of 
Superformance's 8-hour 


a bit skeptical, un 
one of the гер 


Mark Fehring lent a hand on ће 
engine installation. It's easier to install. 
it as a unit with the tranny attached 
The leveler on the cherry picker allows 
the powerplant to be angled into the 
compartment. 


With the engine and tranny in position, 
they are bolted to their respective о 
mounts. Keeping the mounts loose 
makes it easier to. jockey things into 
place. Also, exhaust headers should be 
Placed in the compartment prior to 
dropping in the engine. 


outfitted, ји 
a bigblock to 


ere it sat—all 


etween the 
not 


asked 
S 


ney spread 


the crew t over about a 
ат. and by week of evenings in their 
same дау, аве) 


= 


The splined end of the driveshaft sim- 
ply slips into place, and the flanged 
end bolts to the differential. 


The starter and the grounding strap 
should be installed after the engine is 


in place. Th i 
in place. The sidepipes simply bolt on 


All that remains is hooking up a few 


wires, a throttle cable, a hydraulic 


Меп line, sending units, a remote oil 
filter and an overflow tank. Pour in the. 
luids, and you're ready to go, and all 

in less than a day. КС 


SOURCE 
Superformance 
Dept. KCO1 
210 Profit Dr 

ЭН 45014 
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is in preparing kits 1 


skills, remember it's your dream and 


PH# (905) 790-0470 


+++ US. Customers take advantage of 


] == JOHNEXCOBRAS 


T . FOR THOSE DREAMS OF TODAY 


COLOR вво; 
SINFO PACT URE 


(o our customer's budget and building 
ir's our fob to belp make it come true 


FAX# (905) 790-2328 
your strong USS. Dollar in Canada, 


Now you can buy more for less 


JOHNEXCOBRAS 18 STRATHEARN AVE., BUILDING А NORTH #56, 


BRAMPTON, ОМТАН! 
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Volkswagen Bectle Поограп as the 
uires no chassis 


ase of аз: 


performance 


с body kit fi 


»ded option is a 
n tubular subframe, Or for those 
nore modern chassis, a 4 The unique door design pivots aft on 
is available with gas struts. 
engine appli f | This clean- 
з, allowing a broad range of power looking cock- 
pit displays 
VW Golf instru- 
vith coil-overs employed in the rear ments set in 
for mid-engine setups а custom 
Although the McLela is manufac- э ишы 
tured by Quality Construction & To got the right seating position, the Naugahyde 
Engineering, Dynabug Automotive in cockpit floors had to be dropped upholstery. 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, is the sole distrib- slightly. 
utor and provided us with this car, 
which belongs to company Vice 
President Duane Dynabug is a 
parts supply company 
ering everything for on- and off- 
ad VWs. It also has an engine 
building and transaxle shop, so the 
McLela distributorship is a perfect fit 
for the operation. 
The car shown here is the fifth one 
out of the mold, and it looks as 
though it went together rather nicely. 
Surface shapes are straight, and the 
inh ie chow ашы це Styling influences from both the F-1 McLaren and the Acura NSX are evident. 
Overs the options, including an upholstery kit Воду in Tulsa. The interior was fit- 
chaps the for $750, а Ttop kit for $650 anda ted with a set of Scat sports seats 
te ds the rear wing for $244. None of these trimmed in fabric and Naugahyde. 
up doors. ріес sive, so optioning Finishing touches include black car- 
ing verti- up the kit is not a big deal. pet, a Sony stereo, and a McLela 
idupright According to Voss, he and his crew fitted with a VW Golf GTI 
the doors ssembled this demonstrator in 13 instrument cluster. 
lock pin days (and nights) after they decided Since it's essentially a simple 
mb. to become distributors for the kit. the McLela requires little in 
‘osition is Voss used а '75 VW floorpan with a of re-engineering. However, 
car dr dropped front beam, lowered se the VW pan's gear shifter does have 
Joors top апа а shifter moved back 8 inches. to be moved back, and the seat floors 
This low Не and his crew also lowered the need to be dropped. With its $2740 
owering of stock VW independent rear suspen- starting price, it’s worth looking over 
Over fme sion by dropping the torsion bar two іп some depth if you'd like to convert 
Ж Honda notches and adding a pair of а Bug into a beauty for only a few 
and the adjustable coil-over shocks. bucks. Yes, Toto, we're definitely not 
^ custom- Powering this McLela is a custom- 
Ithe two- assembled and balanced 1715ге VW 
reamlined  flat-four bolted to a stock VW four- ^ 
Wes а pair speed transaxle. Dynabug built the Dyas An aai 
ork engine using Cima 8.5:1 forged pis- УН 


Ке MeLela tons, modified Super Beetle heads, а S 
ud el (basic Scat C-35 sports cam and a pair of тама OE ee 
ү Australian Кау Lombard, the NeLeta clesrp draws © П (body Weber 44 IDF downdraft carburetors > 


PHY: DAVID FETHERSTON 
ith doors іп Weber manifolds. The exhaust 


5 for flows through a set of custom head- 

E SUB lag сте fitted with a pair of Thunderbird 
ПО до апу glasspack mufflers. 

Шаку (The body was delivered in gelcoat 

The kibis and then painted in Euro Red over a 

ies. basecoat by Danny's Paint and 


| Australian Ray Lombard, the McLela clearly draws 
| ©те not in Kansas anymore, Toto, But we're pret- mu at eee T 
close, because the McLe ls. Ран ie e ats о апат ; 
abate Ahora to be precise. Wherever its from, this is. Not only i it sporty, the Meela has innova 
пау ane ar Mhe mst (350 пенис kits to hit that are groundbreaking in "y Kit 
е punch the starts with the tried-and-true concept of using 2 complete 


simi- 


MESS REPLY MAIL 


cobra skins Viper tor Hal the Cost! 


pu О! yeor (6 issues) 
to of KITCAR 
By David Fetherston 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVID FETHERSTON 


"re not in Kansas anymore, Toto, But we're pre 
Wi: close, because the MeLela hails from the heart. 
land—Oklahoma to be precise. Wherever it's from, this is 
absolutely one of the most innovativ 


low-buck kits to hit 
the market in recent years, beating to the punch the simi. 


The New McLela Whips Up a St 


еп Beetle Поограп as the 


Volk. 

founi ard 
mods or shortening. Using a VW pan 
has always presented many benefits 
to kit builders, such as ease of assem. 
Му, parts availability, performance 
upgrades and, best of all, low initia 
cost. Although the body kit fits 


оп a stock VW pan, for greater chassis 
rigidity а recommended option is a 


bolt-on tubular subframe. Or for those 
who prefer а more modern chassis, а 
tubular space frame is available with 
an option for a mid-engine applica 


tion, allowing a broad range of power- 
plants and drivetrain applications 
The space frame uses VW suspension. 
with coil-overs employed in the rear 
for mid-engine se 

Although the McLela is manufac- 
tured by Quality Construction & 
Engineering, Dynabug Automotive in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, is the sole distrib: 
utor and provided us with this саг, 
which belongs to company Vice 
President Duane Voss. Dynabug is a 
large VW parts supply compan; 
offering everything for on- and 
road VWs. It also has an engine 


for the operation. 

The car shown here is the fifth one 
out of the mold, and it looks as 
though it went together rather nicely. 
Surface shapes are straight, and the 
paint finish is show quality. The 
MeLela’s crisp lines flow back into a 
wide rear section that covers the 
transaxle and engine. Perhaps the 
most interesting feature is 
unusual rear-pivoted, flip-up door 
The abbreviated doors swing vert 
cally on gas struts and stand uprigh 
when open. When closed, the doors 
lock on a conventional lock pin 
mounted in the front doorjamb. 

The McLela’s seating position is 
low, giving the feel of a race car dri- 
ving position, with the door’s top 
edge at shoulder height. This low 
Seat position requires the lowering of 
the floorpan under each seat. The 
windshield is from an '84-86 Honda 
Civic two-door Liftback, and the 
front quarter-windows are custom- 
fabricated Lexan. Behind the two- 
Passenger cockpit is a streamlined 
tonneau cover that integrates a pair 
of headrests into the bodywork. 

Offered in four stages, the McLela 
starts at $2740 for Stage I (basic 

оду kit), $3564 for Stage II (body 
mounted to chassis with doors 
hinged and fitted) and 55805 for 

tage Ш (body mounted to tubular 
Chassis). If you'd rather not do any 
wrenching at all, a complete turn-key 
(at starts at $12,650. The kit is 
fered with a list of accessories and 


To get the right seating position, the 
cockpit floors had to be dropped 
slightly. 


The unique door design pivots aft on 
gas struts, 


This clean-[ 
looking cock- 
pit displays 
VW Golf instru- 


ments set in 
a custom 
dash covered 
with 
Naugahyde 
upholstery. 


Styling influences from both the F-1 McLaren and the Acura NSX are evident. 


options, including an upholstery kit 
for $750, a T-top kit for $650 and a 
rear wing for $244. None of these 
pieces is very expensive, во optioning 
up the kit is not а big deal. 

‘According to Voss, he and his crew 
assembled this demonstrator in 13 
days (and nights) after they decided 
to become distributors for the kit. 
Voss used а '75 VW floorpan with a 
dropped front beam, lowered seats 
and a shifter moved back 8 inches 
He and his crew also lowered the 
stock VW independent rear suspen- 
sion by dropping the torsion bar two 
notches and adding a pair of 
adjustable coil-over shocks. 

Powering this McLela is a custom- 
assembled and balanced 1775cc VW 
flat-four bolted to a stock VW four- 
speed transaxle, Dynabug built the 
engine using Cima 8.5:1 forged pis- 
tons, modified Super Beetle heads, а. 
Scat С-85 sports cam and a pair of 
Weber 44 IDF downdraft carburetors 
in Weber manifolds. The exhaust 
flows through a set of custom head- 
ers fitted with a pair of Thunderbird 

isspack mufflers. 
eines оду was delivered in gelcoat 
and then painted in Euro Red over a 
White basecoat by Danny's Paint and 


Body in Tulsa. The interior was fit- 
ted with a set of Scat sports seats 
trimmed in fabric and Naugahyde 
Finishing touches include black car- 
pet, a Sony stereo, and a McLela 
dash fitted with a VW Golf GTI 
instrument cluster. 

Since it’s essentially a simple 
rebody, the McLela requires little in 
the way of re-engineering. However, 
the VW pan’s gear shifter does have 
to be moved back, and the seat floors 
need to be dropped. With its $2740 
starting price, it's worth looking over 
in some depth if you'd like to convert 
а Bug into a beauty for only а few 
bucks. Yes, Toto, we're definitely not 
in Kansas anymore. КС 


зоинс! 
Dynabug Automotive, Inc. 
Dept. KC01 ^ ahs 
9821 E. 44th PL. 
| Tulsa, OK 74146 
918/6642147 — 


TECH 
TIPS 'N 
TRICKS 


Bogged Down 
in a Buildup? All 
You Need Is a 
Little Help From 
Your Friends 


By Steve Temple 


lding a kit car can be pretty 
B ough if you don't know а few 
shortcuts. While our regular 
and buildup features have plen 
handy hints, some items have broad- 
er aj ications. That's what this fea- 
ture is all about. It gives quick tips 
on how to keep your project progres 
ing and also tells you about some 
new products and tools that simplify 
ilding. We want to extend a 
general word of thanks to the kit 
enthusiasts and compan 
tioned here for their willi 
let others benefit from their experi- 
ence. Chrysler engineer John Hinckley 
(whose Cobra buildup was featured in 
our May '95 issue) was of particular 
on safety and other technical 
matters. Tha it's all about for 
kit car folks—letting others know 
easier ways to complete their pro- 
jects and get them on the road. 


Cutting Edge 


Whatever type of donor car you're | 


using for a project—Fie: о, VW 
Beetle, Chrysler LeBaron or Datsun 
Z-car—it's often necessary to cut the 
top ог trim the wheelwheels, Before 
you begin slicing and dicing though, 
mark off the line you plan to cut with 
masking tape. It's easier to follow 
and helps keep a 
cleaner cutting 
line. You can use 
either a disc cut- 
ter, a Sawzall or 
а jigsaw, depend- 
ing on the type 
of cut required. 
Be sure to wear 
eye protection be- 
cause the sparks 
can really бу. 


If | Had a Hammer 

When installing bolts on suspension 
pieces and the like, use a rubber mal- 
let for some gentle persuasion. A stan- 
dard hammer will ding up the head of 
the bolt and make it harder to fit on a 
Socket. Always use Grade 8 bolts 
Gndicated by the six hash marks on 
each head) for safety-related compo- 
nents. Never use anything less than a 
Grade 5 (three lines on each head). 
Any bolt that has no markings on the 
head and has cut rather than rolled 
threads is junk—don't use it. Don't 


cut corners with critical fasteners— 
your life depends on it, 


CUT HOLE IN 
BOTTE 
5GA 
PAINT BUCKET 
TOCLEAR 

INPUT SHAFT 


Tranny Holder 

As kit builders, we like our rigs to 
look good. So rather than just paint- 
ing the engine and the engine bay, 
we usually go a step further and 
detail other items such as the trans- 
mission and the driveshaft. However, 
giving a manual transmission an 
even, 360-degree paint job can be 
nerve-wracking. We cut a hole in the 
bottom of an old 5-gallon paint buck- 
et and then set the tranny on it verti- 
cally. The hole allows the tranny 
input shaft to pass through but sup- 
ports the main hull of the gearbox. 
With it sticking up, you can walk 


around the tranny while painting, 
enabling an evenly applied paintjob. 


2. 


e Guard 

per all floor jacks have b 
upward-facing ridges on the jack pad 
that are notorious for scratching 
gouging or denting underbody parts 
On our project vehicles we place a 
polyurethane pad over the jack pad 
that is flexible enough to follow 
underbody contours but has enough 
cushion to prevent damage to th 
undercarriage. We got custom-fit 
polyurethane pads for our Snap-On 
floor jack from Summit Racing 
Equipment (216/630-0200), which 
also offers dozens of different-sized 
pads for a variety of jacl 


Sticky Subject P 
If your project requires applying 
adhesive between fiberglass ап 
another material such as metal or 
wood, the resin experts at Gougeon 
Brothers say it's a good idea to use 
this preliminary test before laying 
the epoxy on your project. First, рге 
pare the test surface with the sam 
method you'll use on the kit compo 
nents. The test will deface the select 
ed surface if adhesion is good, a = 
only items or areas that can be dam- 
aged. If you choose wood, warm the 
test block to 120 degrees Fahrernei 
before applying epoxy to allow it, 
migrate deep into the end grain. 
Thoroughly coat both surfaces of the 
items to be bonded. Then clamp or 
tape them together with firm pe 
Sure until the epoxy cures. Тар оп 
the side of the test block unti) it 
breaks free. If you have good adhe: 
sion, it will pull a layer of materia 
off the surface of the fiberglass. The 
more material that is attached, the 
better the adhesion. If there is little 
or no transfer of material from the 
Surface, it probably indicates con: 
tamination or inadequate prepara- 


tion. With good adhesion to gelcoated 


TU COBRA Replica tobe featured on the of "CAR and DRIVER” (Dec 190 бе 
У 35 For Full Color Brochure, send 5500 US Funds. 6 о 
ме: ^ UNIQUE MOTORCARS 
a US (ог Brochure and $6 00 US for Video 


THOROUGHBRED COACH BUILDERS. 
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TOES 
735-4607 DDUCTIONS 
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Full Line of Automotive Exhaust Heat. Control Products 


hermo-lec 


L-IT. 
АТАС МАТ 


Composite dual density resin- | 
d silica glass blanketing 

[есе wih mylar and foil facings provides heat sti “ = 

deadening for firewall, under carpet, undercarriage * under-ho 

applications. Part #14100 24"x 48" 529.3 

: products cal 1-000-274-8437 or (216)243-9997 


For moraintormation cag вае Вега Ono 40705 
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fiberglass, the geleoat often comes off 
right down to the glass laminate. The 
breakaway seldom leaves a uniform 
film of gelcoat over the test block, ev 
if the adhesion is good, becau: 
hammer blow imparts uneven shear- 
ing forces. If you have further ques- 
tions about adhesion, contact the tech- 


Heavy-Duty 
Gear Reduction Starter 


Cone 
Chevrolet 
(714/871- 
6300) 
reports that 
GM Perf- 
ormance 
Parts now 


| 
offers. als & 
trick high- o 
torque gear- o 
reduction 


b 
r1 
| 


for Che 
big- and sm 
90-deg: 


ck V8, L 
that, compared to 
conventional full-size starter 


saves 


nical advisors at Gougeon Brothers 
(517/684-7286). 


Safety Hoop 

If your kit's frame doesn't come with 
a driveshaft hoop, be sure to install one 
as shown on this ERA Cobra. The hoop 
could be the only thing standing 
between you and a flying shaft spin- 
ning at high revs. Fiberglass isn't bul- 
letproof, and a driveshaft that lets go 
can punch through paneling like a 
cruise missile. 


Cover Me 
Except for alu- 
minum, апу 
metallic item you 
bolt or weld onto 
your kit is prone 
to rust, especially 
on exposed areas 
of the chassis. To 
prevent that from 
happening, clean 
parts first with a 
solvent such as 3M Adhesive Remover 
and then spray-paint the parts with 
two coats of primer and one topcoat 
Wire coat hangers make great paint 
hooks. For large, exposed items such 
as the frame, use Chassis Coat Black 
from RestoMotive Laboratories 
(800/457-6715). Not only is this 
semigloss flexible topcoat actually 
strengthened by moisture, it is also 


weight, provides added oil pan clear- 
ance and offers additional cranking | 
power. Weighing only 10 pounds, the 
new starter is 50 percent lighter 


than a fullsize unit; its dual mount | 
ing-bolt pattern ensures сотра 
bility with both 153- and 168-tooth 


flywheels and flexplates. The main 
housing can be rotated in relation to 
the mounting pad, allowing it to 
clear most exhaust systems 
Embossed with a red Chevrolet Bow- 
Tie logo, the starter features a 3.75:1 
gear-reduction ratio and a 530-amp 
load draw. 


high-torque starter (PN M-11000- 
A50). Its unit weighs approximately 
5 pounds less than the production 
starter yet also provides more crank- 
ing power. The starter comes with ап 
nd cables and fits 
51W and 351C 


engines. 
Mopar Performance has a light- 
weight mini gear-reduction starter | 
too. Part No. P4529127 fits V6 and | 
small- and big-block Chrysler | 
engines. 


9090000000000000 
еөөөөөөө 
69000606 


Gen 5 Ой Consumption Fix 


GM has a service fix kit for Gen 5 
big-block engines that cures exces- 
sive oil consumption problems while 
improving fuel economy. Part No. 
12360874 includes 16 new valve 
stem seals and valvespring retainers 
Kit installation requires exhaust 
valve guide height machining per the 
supplied instructions. No machining 


claimed to be unaffected by UV light. 
T8KIT CAR 


is required on the intake side. 


and V6 |ђ 


Drivetrain Dos and 

Its always smarter to drop in the 
engine and tranny as a single unit, 
and a leveler on the ће 


usea p de bellhousing 
with a steel flywheel (not a production 
cast-iron unit) and a brand-name 
clutch with ARP bolts for everything 
Also, make sure the steel flywheel you 
made with the correct external 


balance factor for your particular 
engine. Your life and legs depend on it. 


Tight Lock 

Loctite should be applied to all 

uts and bolts that absolutely must 
tight, such as the nuts 
те the driveshaft's U-joint fas- 
to the pinion flange or on the set. 


Ford Motorsport also offers a mini | || 


embling stainless steel 
braided hose, temporarily compress 
ing the end of the hose with a com- 
mon worm-drive hose clamp eases 
the difficult chore of starting the 
socket over the braid. In addition, 
with the stray braided ends com- 
pressed, the risk of cut fingers is 
greatly reduced. 


Filling the 
Gaps 

If you've got 
some gaps to 
fill or need a 
thicker consis- 
tency in your 
resin, add some 
403 Microfibers 
from — Goug- 
eon Brothers 
(517/684-7286). 
The company 


Says this fine-cotton-fiber blend 
mixes easily with epoxy resin and 


retains excellent surface wetting and 
penetrating capabilities. 


Goave S 


Custom Replicas from Mild to Wild 
903-968-2086 


E niil 


Testarossa Kit from $4,500.00 (body only) 
Also available are the 512TR, F40, 427 Cobra, 


500 SL & Countach es = 


P.O. Box 340 
Ore City, TX 75683 


“We build Award-Winning 
cars. Call to see if we can 
build one for you.” 


Cobra/Vintage Wheels 


In bolt on or knock-off, PS Engineering can fit your Cobra application 
with proper style wheels that show. with historical distinction. In one piece 
саз, the GT-40 is available in original equipment 1577.5 and 9.5” sizes for 
bolt on as pictured below. For knock off, the SIC in two piece dramatically 
expands the envelope of flexibility. I is available in a wide range of wid 
virtually any backspace, 15 or 17" sizes and can be drilled for bolt on when 
requested. Call us for friendly, knowledgeable and cost conscious Cobra or 
Street Rod assistance today at: 310-534-4477, fax 310-534-4977 or write 
to PS Engineering, 2675 Skypark dr. #102, Torrance, Ca. 90505. 


15 or 17" S/C family 


Lambo Jambs 

Having trouble getting those verti- 
cally opening doors to work on your 
Countach replica? Alan Schrager of 
Euro-Works (513/293-6834) offers 
some simple solutions. He has а 
mounting plate (A) that is welded to 
the chassis (Fiero donor or custom). 
An inner panel slotted to allow for 
adjustments sandwiches the fiber- 
glass door to the hinge (B). The 
latching portion of the door (C) is 
secured with two bolts welded to the | 
frame, and the striker (D) is mount- | 


ed to the doorjamb. After the door 
skins are trial-fitted, weld steel tub- | 
ing between the inner hinge plate | 
and the latch (B). 


PYTHON 2000. DECEPTOR 5000 & 25th ANNIVERSARY KITS 
= Just what you've all been waiting for! 


The Python 2000 only #9995 
CE рег body., Bots directly to 1984-88 Fiero 
тайа stretches rame Complete body package stats 
29998.. includes doors hinged and hung, AST curved 
зз. ai panels super ft to body, Turnkey start 2 000 


ACT NOW! Limited Quantities! The affordable fantasy! 
Sa 5 
end 5 for catalog with color pictures 


INC. + нижи 47-218 
ра R REPLICARS Не е Pa ioi Рах ansroas -osse 10/8 8 | 


у cial, 
Deceptor 25th Anniversary” Kit- Special starts 5995 5 
"тогпкеуѕ start 329.000 Live Fhe fantasy! 


fil inc pans anderes 
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Burning Boots 

If your kit car burns spark plug boots 
and wires because of their close prox- 
imity to the high-heat environment of 
aftermarket exhaust headers try run- 
ning a set of shorty spark plugs to gain 
more clearance. The plugs are available 
from companies such as ACCEL and 
are usually about % inch shorter than 
standard spark plugs—which gives 
that bit of extra room needed to clear 
nearby items. 


Spotting a Side-Oiler 

If you're a Cobra purist, you've 
gotta bolt in а big-block, preferably a 
427 side-oiler, Its not easy to distin- 
guish one from the similar-looking 
428. The obvious differences: the 
cross-bolted main bearings and the 
oil passages in the side of the block 
(hence the side-oiler designation— 
note where the rod is inserted and 


А 


"SON 
Hang On Tight 

Everybody could use an extra pair of 
hands, but the Robo Grip pliers from 
Sears are the next best thing. These 
spring-loaded pliers automatically 
adjust to provide one-handed operation, 
and the V-notch jaws are designed for 
enhancing the grip on hex fasteners. 


Back Problems 

‘Trying to determine the amount of 
wheel backspacing can be a real has- 
sle. Most people put a tape measure 
on the backside of the hub and 
attempt to guess where the rim would 
theoretically bisect the measurement 
on the tape measure. And with a tire 
installed on the rim, the guesswork is 
increased, because you can't get a level 
view of the rim edge. To get an accu- 
rate and easy backspace measure- 
ment, cut a few different-length (to 
work on different-sized rims) pieces of 
scrap sheetmetal that will straddle the 
width of the rim. Then, use a tape 
measure to calculate the distance 
between the hub and the sheetmetal 
tool. Voilà, you've got an accurate mea- 
surement! We made various backspace 
tools and then marked them 14, 15 
and 16 inches so we'd know which one 
works on what wheel. 


Smoke Signals 

Tf your kit car has an exhaust head- 
er crack in a hard-to-locate area, try 
pouring a small capful of automatic 
transmission fluid into the carburetor 
while the warmed-up engine is run- 
ning. Usually, the burning fluid's 
smoke will leak out of the header 
crack, giving you a visual indication of 


the cil plug that is being pointed to). 
/80 KIT CAR. 


| mechanism. 


Any hose or 
wiring harness 
that passes 
through the fire 
wall needs a rub- 
ber grommet to 
protect it from 
chafing. Also, if 
| you use aluminum 
paneling on the 
firewall, Chrysler 
engineer John 
Hinckley says not 


| Shifty 
Character 

For that exotic 
look in t 
| Imaginary 


ie cockpit 
Fiber 
09/597. || 
slotted [S 
ot shown 
acket that 
fastens to the 
Fiero's stock si 


Firewall Finish 


to polish it because 
it will oxidize in 
short order and will look scruffy. 
Clearcoating won't help either, 
because it eventually bubbles from 
the heat. He recommends rubbing 
the paneling with maroon-colored ЗМ 
Scotch Brite pads wetted with 
WD-40. Afterward, wipe off the black 
residue with paper towels and rags. 
‘This will give the panels a nice satin 
finish that stays looking good. 


| 


Low-Buck Цпе-Џр Tool 

When installing a four-speed manu- 
al transmission in your kit project, 
getting everything lined up correctly 
сап be a pain. We've found that if you. 
saw off the ends of a few bolts (the 
same size/thread as used to mount 
the tranny, but a few inches longer), 
you can thread them into the clutch 
bellhousing to be used as alignment 
pins. Once the tranny is slipped into 
Place, simply remove the two align- 
ment bolts and you're done. And to 
easily get the bolts out (after sawing 
off the bolt head end), use a hacksaw 
to cut a straight notch in the bolt end, 
which will allow you to use a straight- 
edge screwdriver to thread out the 


where the hairline crack is. 


bolt when the job is done. 


Easy Oil Filter Removal 

Having trouble breaking that oil 
filter loose because the filter wrench 
can't get a grip? Place several strips 
of electrical friction tape on the filter 
or oil filter wrench for greater grab- 
bing power 


What a Dolly 
Why strain your back moving all 
those heavy components for your kit? 
ngsbury Dolly (800/413. 
a multipurpose shop dolly 
be used to move cars, parts, motors, 
transmissions and more. These dol- 
lies are designed to work with jack- 
stands (shown but not included), as 


well as under tires or frames. A set of | 


four will hold 4000 pounds, and each 
dolly has its own brake. 


An Exotic American Roadster 
At the Easy Assembly Price of :7900** 


m = Ац 


AUTOMOTIVE AFFAIRS SOUTH - 
mos с 


GOMPOMOTIME 


Lcis" 


PERFECT 
COMBINATION 
STYLE, SIZE & 

FITMENT 


Motorsport Specialties Inc. 


435A WEST FOURTH STREET 
QUARRYVILLE, PA 17566 
1-800-621-8408 
FAX: (717) 786-3496 


Enhance Electrical 
Connector Reliab 

Intermittent electrical problems 
are a pain in the neck to track down 
and solve. Often the pesky problems 
can be traced to aging electrical con- 
nectors that have developed exces- 
sive resistance buildup. 

Contacts are generally the weakest 
link in any piece of electrical or elec- 
tronic equipment, whether it be an 
electronic ignition module, an auto- 
motive computer, a power door lock 
or a headlight, 

Most connectors on older cars are 
not environmentally resistant, so 


"Yesterday's Classics * Today's Technology 


iy kit car builder authorized to offer __ * Specializing in all types of EPA certified Kitt 


an actual FORD Factory warranty, Под Devry and Ime МШЕ 
Ford Power Products, call for details jo will complete 
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they're particularly vulnerable to 
corrosion and degradation. Although 
environmentally sealed connectors 
are common on today's computerized 
cars, even minute current fluctua- 
tions can throw the computer off 

In any case, the electrical contacts 
can be protected and restored using 
Stabilant 22, an initially nonconduc- 
tive block polymer that, when used in 
a thin film within contacts, switches to 
a conductive state under the effect of 
the electrical field. The field gradient 
at which this occurs is set so that the 
material will remain nonconductive 
between adjacent contacts in а multi- 
| ple-pin connector environment. Thus, 
| electrical contact is improved without 
i the danger of crossfire. 


| When applied to electromechanical 
contacts, Stabilant 22 provides the 
connection reliability of a soldered 
joint without bonding the contacting 
surfaces. The use of Stabilant 22 or its 
isopropanol-diluted form, Stabilant 
222, makes contacts 10 to 100 times 
more reliable. Stabilant 22 has been 
in use in field trial applications in 
excess of 12 years without showing 
any signs of reduced effectiveness. 
Contact D.W. Electrochemicals Ltd 
(Dept. KC01, 97 Newkirk Rd. North, 

| Unit 3, Richmond Hill, ON LAC 364, 
Canada, 905/508-7500) 


Nosey Pliers 

Kit car engine compartments can 
be crowded, and getting at those 
hard-to-reach components can be, 
well, hard. Long-reach needle-nose 
pliers, such as these 11-inch models 
from Sears, can help you get into 
those remote areas, 
82 KIT CAR 


. 


No-Stick Spray 

1f you frequently disassemble parts | 
for between-round maintenance or 
tuning—for example, yanking the 
valve covers to set valve lash or 


removing a Holley carb's float bowl 


and metering block to change jets 
ng Pam nonstick spray on 
kets prevents them from 
sticking to metal surfaces. The gas- 
kets won't tear during parts disas- 
sembly, allowing their reuse. Pam | 
can also be used as a release agent 
on fiberglass molds. 


Likable Linkage 

One of the most popular project с 
hop-ups involves swapping on an | 
aftermarket intake and carb setup for 
improved engine performance. 
However, many times the swap will 
relocate or raise the location where 
the throttle linkage attaches. As a 
result, the linkage geometry isn't 100 
percent correct, and binding occu 


when the gas pedal is mashed. To rem- 
еду this, try installing a spherical rod- 
end fitting on the end of the stock link- 
age. If the linkage needs to deflect 
slightly, the spherical rod end will 
compensate for the flex. 


Wheel Alignment Eased 

If you do your own wheel align- 
ments, placing plastic trash bags 
under the front tires makes it much 


easier to turn the wheels with the 
vehicle stationary on the ground, 


| Stretch Brackets 


Extending your Fiero's frame for an 
exotic body kit? LF.G. has some 
brackets to extend cables for both the 
parking brake and transmission. T 
brackets for the latter simply move 
the retainer clips back several inches, 
with an adjustable steel rod to make 
the connection to the shift lever. The 
brake bracket allows the 
hookup to be mounted farther aft. 


E 
Wire Holder 

Notch the cap from an aerosol can 
to serve as a wire holder when sol- 
dering two wires together. That 
leaves your hands free to hold the 
solder and the soldering iron 


Full Access 

If your kit has inboard brakes in 
the rear, such as a Cobra with а 
Jaguar independent rearend, you 
might want to install a removable 
panel in the back of the cockpit. This 
is how ERA builds its Cobras at the 
factory, and the company says this 
feature greatly simplifies ser 


Shine On 6 
Having trouble getting a good gloss 
on your gelcoat? Dan Barbee of the 
Association of Handcrafted Auto- 
mobiles (sponsor of the annual Knott's 
Berry Farm kit car show) says he's 
tried every imaginable polish and wax 
on his color-gelcoated Magnum but has 
found the best product to be Novus | 
Plastic Polish. He says it also works 
really well on the Plexiglas rear win- | 
dow. Be careful not to use ammonia- 
based products such as Windex on plas 


tic. Solvents like ammonia, acetone and 
alcohol will cloud and discolor plastic. 


d Whitewall 
Alternative 
Want that 
classic white- 
wall tire look 
on your vintage 
vehicle but in a 
modern tire? 
Peter Portugal, 
the artist who 
crafted the 
wooden-bodied Dolphin featured 
elsewhere in this issue, improvised 
by slightly sanding down the outer 
face of his tires and applying liquid 
White rubber. Looks like a factory 
tire, doesn't it? 


Jackstand Be Nimble 

Facilitate proper jackstand height 
adjustment by color-coding the vari- 
ous notches or pinholes in the stands. 
That makes setting the correct height 
оп all four stands a snap, especially if 
you have more than one vehicle. 
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Get Serious 


Performance 


Small blocks & big blocks... 
Trannys - 350's, Toploaders, 
C-6's and more... 
Turn-key combination 
Cobra Packages!!! 
It's an asphalt jungle out there and you've got to be performance 
wise to survive, Performance engines, transmissions and compo: 
nents from JASPER are built to come out fighting in the survival о! 
the fittest. We have power ranges to fit a multitude of kit car 
applications. So whether you want to stay ahead of the pack or 
have them eat your dust, let JASPER devour your competition! 
Balanced engine assembly, align 
69 honing, square decking, oque 
plate honing... and more. 
Call us for a free quotation 


1-800-827-7455 
815 Wernsing Rd. - Jasper, IN 47546 
A division of 
Jasper Engines & Transmissions Not egal for sale or use in California. 


JASPER 


Performance Products. 


1464 Madera Rá., Ste. #N-160, Simi Valley, СА. 93065 
Deal 


"PUT A LITTLE CLASSIC IN YOUR LIFE 


INTRODUCING 
А Pedal Car For Adults! 
‘This two passenger VEHICLE is 
powered by foot peddles, and is 
styled after the 1936 Auburn 
‘Speedster. Priced at ONLY 


Бр 


*Fun & Easy To Build 
*Fiberglass Body 
*Gas Motor (Optional) 


SR EREATIONS 
AVISENS РЕВ *600 Ibs, Carrying Сар. 


lerships Offered | Call (805) 527-5850 
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Exoric ENTERPRISES 

459 Madeline Avenue 

Garfield, МЈ 07026 
201-956-7570 


ining » Easy 


arranty on bodies. Factory 
лө. Financing High quality, easy 
assembly. Kits in stock, 1500 different 
spoiler and body kits, all cars and 
trucks. For information send $5.00 to 


+ Financing • High Quality « Ki 
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Rad Radiator 

Kit car engines can run hot for a 
number of reasons: big engines in a 
small compartment, restricted air 
flow, performance mods, whatever. To 
keep your cool, use an aluminum radi- 
ator with a bleeder screw and а 1Й- 
inch tube, such as tl ne that comes 
standard on Contemporary Classic 
Cobras. Also, add a thermostatically 
controlled electric fan. Wire the fan 
through a three-way toggle switch 
with positions for “on,” “off” and “auto- 
matic,” зо you have full control of the 
relay should the sensor go haywir 
Mr. Gasket has a good thermostatic 
fan control kit (PN 1992) for $26 that. 
includes the relay, sensor and wiring. 


Barbed Brake Line 
When doing rear drum brake work, 
removing the barbed-style emergency. 
ble retainer isn’t always easy. 
You can push each barb “finger” 
inward with a screwdriver, but doing 
50 is really tricky and usually results 
in gouged hands. Next time try using 
small worm-gear-type hose clamp to 
compress the barbs. Simply position 
the clamp over the barbs and tighten 
the clamp, and the barbs will be even- 
ly compressed, allowing you to easily 


remove the emergency brake cable. 
Once removed, loosen the clamp and 
pull it off 
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Crossfire 
Prevention 
on Ford FE 
Engines 

To prevent 
crossfire on 
Ford FE big- 
block engines 
(332/352/390, 
406/410/427/ 
428), never run 
the Nos. 7 and 8 spark plug wire: 
adjacent to each other—these engines 
have a 1-5-4-2-6-3-7-8 firing order, 
and Ford's engine cylinder numbering 
scheme places cylinders 7 and 8 next. 
to each other on the driver-side bank. 


fiberglass Boat Repair & Maintenance 


Glass Book 

You've probably noticed a few other 
fiberglassing tips from Gougeon 
Brothers in this feature. If you'd like 
to have a handy reference on repairing 
gelcoat damage, loose hardware or 
surface delamination, get a copy of the 
company's $3 manual, Fiberglass Boat 
Repair & Maintenance. Many of the 
techniques used on boats apply to our 
fiberglass-bodied kit cars. The book's 
appendices cover terminology, tools 
and tips for working with epoxy in 
special situations. Gougeon Brothers, 
Inc., Dept. KCO1, РО. Box 908, Bay 
City, MI 48707, 517/684-7286. 


Wedge Wipers 

Those large windshields on Lambo 
replicas need a special dual wiper. If 
your Countach kit is on a Fiero, 
LEG. has armatures with blades 


that fit on Fiero wiper motors. 


| Rocker Cover Adapter 


If you're running 87 or later smail 


block Chevy cylinder heads on an 
lier application and want to 

n that traditional look, GM 
offers a rocker cover adapter (PN 


2540) that allows you to bolt 
587 symmetrical edge-bolt valve 
covers to the late heads machined for 
terbolt valve covers. 


When build. 
ing a kit, you'll 
probably drill 
more holes 


through both 
fiberglass and 
metal than |__ 
you've ever imagined, and whatever 
bits you have lying around will proba 
bly just drive you crazy because 
they're old and dull. Chrysler engi- 
neer John Hinckley recommends 
Sears’ gold-colored bits called “Best 
Drills Sears Sells" in sizes up to И 
inch. While you're at it, get a keyless 
chuck and a set of hole saws from 56 
to 2 inches. A good cordless drill 
beats dragging extension cords all 
over the garage. Another tip: Use cut- 
ting oil on both metal and fiberglass 
so the bits cut faster and last longer. 


Tire Trick 

Not sure how 
much contact 
your tires are 
getting? Andy 
Fiffick of A.C. 
Exotic Cars 
(216/582-5444) 
marks off his 
tires with a 
wide swathe of white shoe polish. The 
mark extends across the tread pattern 
and # inch up the sidewalls. After a 
few passes on the track or a winding 
road, he checks out how much polish 
has worn off. If the polish is only 
rubbed off at the center of the tires but 
not the sides, then the tire pressure 
needs lowering until the polish wears 
right to the edge of the tread without 
rolling onto the sidewalls. 


Get It In Gear 

Often, the hardest part of installing 
а manual transmission involves align- 
ing the input shaft teeth with the 
cogs on the clutch disc. To ease 
installation, simply put the trans- 
mission in gear before installing it 
and either slightly rotate the tranny 
while sliding it in or have a buddy 
slowly twist the output shaft until 
the teeth align. When the teeth 
align, the manual trans should slide 


the rest of the way in. 


ÜBBERFUEL LINE 
Problematic Plug 


If you are having a hard time 
threading in spark plugs in hard-to- 
reach locations (because of headers 
or brackets that are in the way), slip 
a short piece of rubber fuel line over 
the end of the spark plug tip to serve 
as а poor-man's swivel-type wrench. 


Ya 


=) Si) 

Hot VW Spark 

For VW-powered kits, C.B. 
Performance (209/733-8222) has 
introduced a new electronic ignition 
system with no points and the power 
ofa full HEI setup. The kit fits inside 
a standard Bosch 009 distributor. 
Priced at $150, it includes everything 
required for the conversion. 
Installation is simple: Remove the 
points from the distributor and sub. 
stitute them with a pickup coil and 
reluctor. Replace the standard coil 
with an electronic module and HEI 
coil. Spark advance is controlled by 
the existing mechanical mechanism, 
and voltage is upped to more than 
40,000 volts. C.B. says the unit pro- 
vides better idle, a 5- to 10-percent 
Power gain and reduced emissions. 


Prime Time 

When doing an oil 
change, if the oil filter 
mounts in the tradi- 
tional vertical way (if it 
hangs from the cylin- 
der block), always 
prime it with fresh 
engine oil before 
installing it on the 
engine. Doing so pre- 
vents the engine from experiencing а 
Momentary oil starvation during 
start up. We've found that you can fill 
traditional “short” oil filters (such as 
an AC Delco PF25) with about % 
quart of oil. Larger “long” filters 
(Such as a PF35) can hold an entire 


OWN THIS COMPLETE FIBERGLASS BODY FOR ONLY $1495%! 
(Plus Body is over 90% assembled) SUN RAY Gn 


p Bradley GT Replica) 
~ 


* Fully reinforced body 
* Up to 50 M.PG. with stock engine 
* 0-60 МРН. in as fast as 4 seconds with modified engine 
* No welding, fiberglassing or special tools needed 
* Gull wing doors 
* Available 4-wheel disk brakes and 5-speed transmission 
* Electric drive package also available 
FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE and more information 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-333-3494 (9-5 Central) 
or write: SUN RAY PRODUCTS CORP. 
=| 8017 Ranchers Ва. 
= Minneapolis, MN 55432 
L 1-612-780-0774 
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AUTOMOTIVE TITLE JUST 
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TECH TIPS 


N TRICKS 


Lambo Lights 

Getting those Fiero pop-up head- 
lights to work on a Countach body 
kit can be a pain. LF.G. has some 
trick adjustable brackets that allow 
easy positioning of both the electric 
motor and the lights. Slots in the 
motor bracket allow precise position- 
ing, and set screws in the headlight 
frames can be adjusted from the 
front of the car. 


зял мног: озона 


Bug Brakes 

If you want to upgrade the front 
drum brakes on your VW Beetle- 
based kit, the Type III's rotors and 
calipers combined with '67 and later 
Een Ghia spindles are a 
straight-across swap onto a Type I 
Beetle. Note, though, that the Tabs 
have a four-bolt pattern, and replicas 
of 356 Porsche Speedsters require a 


=<] po 


CARBURETOR BODY 


з" 
8 MINIMUM 


Whether a Holley carb's 


always be no less than X 


clearances place the lid too c 
float bow! reference pressure: 
condition. 


Stewart-Warner Hobbs’ pressure 
and vacuum switches let you turn on 
or off various devices or accessories 
(such as electric fans, air condition 

ing, nitrous oxide or water injection) 
when boost or vacuum reaches a pre- 
selected level. 

A variety of normally open ог пог- 
mally closed single-circuit/internal- 
ground, single-circuit/two-terminal, 
and dual-circuit/three-terminal 
Switches is available in a choice оГ 
vacuum or boost pressure activation 
points. Here, Hobbs switch M-4070, а 
normally closed, single-circuit/inter- 
nal-ground switch is used to cut out 
the A/C unit whenever vacuum falls 
below 4 inches Hg, resulting in added 
power for passing or other max accel- 
eration conditions. For more info, 
contact Stewart-Warner Instrument 
(Dept. KC01, 580 Slawin Ct., Mt. 

Prospect, IL 60056, 708/803-0200). 


Back Up 


To prevent cross-threading a bolt, 
try threading the bolt backwards (as 
if you're loosening it) until you feel a 
slight “click,” then begin to thread it 
in a normal fashion. Usually, the 
click will indicate that the threads 


five-bolt hub for that vintage look. 
86 KIT CAR 


are aligned and ready to be correct]; 
threaded. z У 


Holley Vent Tube Clearance 
з vent tubes are angled or flat on top, there should 

inch of clearance (and preferably 1 inch of clearance) 
between the top of the tube and the underside of the air cleaner lid. Tighter 
se to the vent tube, which results in incorrect. 

A pressurized float bowl creates 


an overrich 


Sturdy Stud Ground Lug 


On a custom-built car, weld а ЖЕ 
inch-long Ж-їпєһ bolt to the frame or $ 
rollcage to serve as a grounding stud. 2 
This offers а more positive ground, 2 
especially with trunk-mounted bat-^ 
| tery systems. 


| Firewall Ground 


On unibody donor cars in which the 
front subframe bolts to the rest of the 
unibody structure, the usual engine- 
to-frame ground may not make good 
contact. The typical insulating grom- 
mets between the subframe and the 
unibody only compound the problem. 
MAD Enterprises (Dept. КСОТ, 15180 
Raymer St., Van Nuys, CA 91405, 
818/786-5725) provides a solution: 
Ground the engine to the firewall, not 
the subframe—you'll be amazed at the 
difference. 

Even on conventional full-frame 
cars running rear-mount batteries 
grounded to the trunk floorpan, the 
rubber body insulators may prevent a 
good ground connection; once again, 
an engine-to-firewall ground may 
prove advantageous. 

Of course, to ensure a low-resis- 
tance connection, remove noncon- 
ducting finishes (such as paint and 
anodizing films) from the attachment 
surface in contact with the grounding 
cable. Apply oil or another preserva- 
tive at the connection to prevent cor- 


товіоп whenever the protective finish 
is removed. 


Pocket Socket | 
Have you ever gotten caught in a 
tight spot with the wrong size of 
socket or wrench? Tired of scraping 
your knuckles when your open-end | 
Tdjustable wrench slips off? Sears 
has a new adjustable socket wrench 
that puts the vise on hex nuts and 
bolts. Its four-sided, open-top head 


provides a good grip and allows it to 
fit over extended bolts. 


A 


Our Stage II Kits Include EVERY- 
THING to Build Your Fiero Based 
Mirage (aceptesis, Tees & ses) 


Mirage $...........$9995% 
Mirage К............$6995® 
100% Guarantee 

Video Assembly 29" 
Info Рак ar d 


Our Kits Have Won 1st Place Awards Nationally, 


EURO WORKS Quality with Price in Mind 


Stage 1 Starter Packages 


1822) Wings, ri, Frames & Much Mor) 


79950 
Mirage 5 $7995% 


о 
Mirage К а 
Mirage 

сек 


Including 1st n Class at the Sth Annual Ohio 


Valley Kit Car Club Show 1994 


HOT ROD es 
КЁ "or ROD Mok 


ipu] "zm 


"We Challenge anyone to supply the video and the knowledge to make your 
Just Talk to Our Customers. 


http:iwww.cybercars.comleurowork html 


MR ADAPTERS WADE TO ORDER 
Эрат ез LUG COMBINATIONS 


A Picture Is Worth : 

Here is а tech tip worth its weight 
in gold. Before you begin ripping and 
tearing on your next buildup project, 
grab a camera (or a video camera) 
and get a quick snapshot of what the 
whole assembly looks like in a state 
of “togetherness.” АП too often kit 
builders begin hastily disassembling 
items on a donor car, only to be baf- 
fled as to how it gets put back togeth- 
er and what it looks like in a finished 
state. For example, after you remove 
a rear brake drum, snap a Polaroid 
photo of the brake springs, adjusters 
and other assorted gizmos 50 you 
know how they are supposed to reat- 
tach when reassembly begins. 


Devastating Dust 

Because HEI ignitions have а 
highly ionized atmosphere within 
the distributor cap, a dustlike 
buildup can easily occur, which may 
lead to spark crossfire. To keep your 
kit car running strong, occasionally 
Pull off the distributor cap and rotor 
and use compressed air to blow off 
the gunk. Also, check the terminals 
and the rotor tip to look for any 
Signs of fatigue or “burning.” This 
cleaning step only takes a few min- 
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Custom-chfomed ‘Auburn valve cove 


d hoses and 
а other bright- 


in the past year, attending events 


with the Auburn, Cord, Duesenberg 


Club. The members have welcomed 


them yith open arms and have 


ica, allowed the car to participate in 


shows and parades. Replicas are usu- 
ally shunned by the owners of origi- 
nals, but perhaps they made an 
exception in this case because Indy 
Exotics Auburns have on occasion 
been mistaken for the authentic item 
even by expert judges. Strauss is just 
happy to have been invited to the 
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“SOURCE 
= Indy Exotics 
Dept. KCOL 
n2 Churchman Ave. 
indianapolis, IN 46203 


PHOTOGRAPHY: DAVID FETHERSTON 


WANTS VW PAN 


Гат a longtime subscriber to Kit Car. 
Tm interested in building a GP Spyder 
replicar ("Easy Money," March '95). Do 
you know of anybody in my area who 
does the VW chassis work and can pro- 
Vide the Bug frame and shorten it to the 
proper specifications? I'd like to buy the 
frame rebuilt, with the engine and trans 
installed. Гб be most grateful for your 
recommendations on who does this work. 
Jack Goehring 

McLean, VA 


We don't know of any shop in your area 


that could shorten а VW pan, but surely 
there are some dune buggy outfits some- 


HI 
Metalcraft chassis. 


where nearby. Be careful, however, 
because the GP Spyder seems to require 
more shortening than normal. You should 
furnish exact instructions and dimensions 
from the kit manufacturer, since consider. 
ations such as overhang dimensions may 
соте into play. Of course, the easy but 
perhaps expensive approach would be to 
purchase a chassis from the English car 
builder. We spoke with Kirk Duncan of 
Vintage Speedsters (310/402-4334), 
Who would be more than happy to do the 
project for you and ship it to Virginia, Не 
Says $2300 would give you a rolling 
chassis ready for the engine, transaxle 
and body. Depending on what you want 
for power, expect motors to run $1500 
Pire order а te 
o, r '95). An 
1 j). An alternative to 


Sophisticated tubular frames 
variety of Wbased kit cars. 


KIT TECH 


By Jim Youngs 
The chassis are rigid and strong and 
designed for improved handling. The 
company offers frames or complete cus 
tom-chassis setups as well as 
engine/transaxe installations. 


SAWDUST GETS IN YOUR EYES 


1 have always wanted to build a cus 
tom or hot rod or restore an old interest 
ing car. | have owned some old interest. 
ing cars, but finances, family concerns 
and work requirements have always 
taken precedence. Now the kids are 
gone, the house is paid for and | would 
like to build/restore two types of vehicles 
after I retire т the near future. The first is 
а '30-40s vintage woodie station wagon. 
The second is an antique '10-20s vin 
tage anything. Does anybody offer kits of 
the above two models? 

James Hickey 
Arlington, TX 


While not exactly kits in the strictest 
sense of the term, there are plenty of 
components available in the street rod 
aftermarket that would make it possible 
to put together almost any vintage car. 
You may find what you're looking for in 
this issue's buyers’ guide. Also, with com- 
panies such as Gibbon (featured in this 
issue), it's possible to work with every- 
thing from chassis to aftermarket prod- 
ucts to put together a kit just the way you 
want it. We suggest you also scour the 
pages of our sister publications Hot Rod 
and Rod & Custom to find other available 
Products. In that same vein you may also 
want to contact Hercules Motor Car 
Company (813/621-2220), which offers 
29, '32 and '34 woodie street rods, and 
Doug Carr of the The Wood N' Carr 
(310/498-8730), a company specializing 
in automotive woodworking including 
restoration and phantom woodie projects. 
Also, see the feature "Day of the Dolphin" 
in this issue. The Dolphin is not а replica, 
but it certainly has the old-time flavor with. 
а beautiful redwood body. 


FEROCIOUS FIERO 


Im getting an '88 Fiero and will be 
swapping in a Quad 4 from а post/89 
Grand Ат to the Getrag fivespeed. Are 
there any highboost supercharger kits 
for the Quad 4 (especially ones that use 
а Whipple or Latham unit)? Is there. any 
way to mount an electromagnet-style 
clutch pulley (such as on an A/C com- 
pressor) to such a supercharger? Also, is 
it possible to swap a GM fourwheel ABS 
discbrake setup from а GM F/L/Nbody 


car onto the Fiero? And is there a way to 
add bigger pads, calipers and discs onto 
this ABS swap and keep the Fiero's Е. 
brake functioning like the Hennessey 
RS330 Сатаго in the March '95 issue 
of Car Craft ("The 350hp Prescription")? | 
know 16- or 174псһ wheels will have to 
go on this combo. 

Ramon Duvernay 

Fort Colins, CÓ 


With some serious fabrication skills, 
almost anything is possible, but with tight 
budgets sometimes those things aren't 
practical. The '88 Него is certainly dis- 
tinctive in the evolution of the car, but 
since so few were produced, the after. 
market has not been driven to churn out 
hopup and suspension goodies for it. 

Your Quad 4 swap idea is a good one, 
but we can't find any screw-type or 
Roots-type superchargers that would 
work with it. It may be possible to fabri 
cate components to utilize a centrifugal. 
type supercharger, such as a Paxton or 
Vortex, but we haven't seen a commer- 
cially available product, Turbocharging 
may be your best bet if you want to up 
the power. Matt Cutter of American 
Custom Engineering (303/259-4156) 
offers а turbocharged Quad 4 engine 
swap. PISA (602/376-1550) offers an 
intercooled turbo kit for the 2.3-liter 
engine, which boosts the output from 
180 to 325 hp. The kit utilizes an 
AiResearch ой- and water-cooled turbo 
and an air-to-air intercooler with an elec- 
tric fan. You may also want to consider 
the GM (Buick, Olds or Pontiac) 3.84iter, 
12valve multiport EFI V6 as а swap. In 
naturally aspirated trim, the engine 
churns out 170 hp, and the super- 
charged version is rated at 225 hp. PISA 

has conversion kits for both engines, 
including a retrofit on your wiring har- 
ness. However, PISA points out that the 
‘majority of supercharged versions 
require an automatic transmission 
(instead of bolting the supercharger onto 
the Fiero's manual transmission). This 
company also offers a Fiero V6 perfor- 
mance rebuild kit that turns the stock 
2.Bliter into a 3.14iter stroker motor and 
ups the horsepower from 140 to 170. 
_ Although it could probably be done, 
installing the Camaro ABS into a Него 
with Baer Claw 13-inch cross-drilled 
rotors and PBR/Girlock racing calipers 
(25 used on the Hennessey RS330) 
would be overkill and quite expensive. 
That 355hp Camaro upgrade (about 
3000 more than the cost of the stock 
228) doesn't really compare to а hot, 
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„banger Fiero, unless it's a drag car 
(ore alter. In which case, you should 
Ystall a small-block V8. PISA has 
Speedway Brakes’ upgrade, which fea- 
tures new calipers, metallic pads and 
vented rotors for much better stopping 

ower. Apparently, one problem with 
fieros is the puny master cylinder. With 
the new kit, а more potent master cylin. 
der is part of the project. We suppose 
you could have the rotors cross-rilled 
and cadplated and the calipers JetHot 
coated and polished for a tough look and 
some extra cooling. 

Your question about the electromag- 
netstyle clutch pulley is а moot point 
since those superchargers would not fit 
your application, but it's an interesting 
idea. It would seem that а clutch similar 
to those on A/C compressors would 
have to be quite large to get all that 
mass to start instantaneously on demand 
and would thus be prohibitively expen- 
sive. The old McCulloch centrifugal 
superchargers (predecessors of the 
Paxton) used a variable pulley activated 
by manifold pressure or vacuum. When 
just cruising the car down the road, the 
belt ran high in the pulley. When drivers 
mashed the throttle, the pulley opened 
up to allow the belt to ride in the bottom, 
thereby spinning the blower faster and 
creating more boost pressure. 


TANGLED SPYDER WEB 


Several years ago there were a few 
manufacturers of the Daytona Spyder 
kits that used '68-82 Corvette frames 
and running gear. Now | see no adver- 
tisements for these products. Could you 
please forward the new addresses and 
phone numbers of any of these compa- 
nies that are stil in business? In particular, | 
am looking for Exotic Coachcraft, 
McBurnie Coachcraft, Pensare Automotive 
Manufacturing and any Canadian manufac- 
turers of this kit, Perhaps you could also 
advise me where 1 can find any recent 
tests or comparisons of the different kits. 

Harold Line 
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan 


The Daytona Spyder was a very popu- 
lar kit car design, with several manufac- 
turers producing it over the years. This 
sleek roadster was further popularized 
by the TV show Miami Vice. The '68-82 
‘Vette was a typical platform for the 
Spyders and made a sound, good-han- 
dling chassis for that timeless car. 
However, builders come and go, espe- 
©їайу when Ferrari's lawyers help things 
along, and those companies you men- 
tioned are not to be found. Ultra Designs 
(508/586-3112) and Rowley Corvette 
(508/948-7730) offer Spyder replicas 
built on Corvette chassis. At the Knott's 
Berry Farm show last spring we also 
Spotted an inthe:works McBurnie Spyder 


being reintroduced by А 
Motorcars (818/8420028), 4.195064 


PETERSEN FAN. 


\ have high respect for the Petersen 
group of automotive magazines and have 
for the past 40 years. For the past two 
years | have been building а Cobra replica 
| believe in taking my time to do the best 
that I can to build an authentic replica with- 
out replicating the pitfalls of the past. 
After ай, no matter how authentic a kit car 
is, it wil never be an original. After you 
mate the body to the frame only three 
things remain: details, details, details. 

1 subscribe to eight other Petersen 
automotive magazines, so | don't need 
Kit Car to provide articles on how to 
build an engine or rebuild a transmission. 
That information is available in Car Craft, 
Hot Rod and Chevy High Performance. 
That's why | subscribe to them and oth- 
ers, What | need is an extensive article 
on at least three options for installing 
windshield wipers on a Cobra. I'd like 
similar, detailed articles showing options 
for steering columns, throttle linkage and 
emergency brakes. 

Petersen's cornerstone, Hot Rod, was 
а success in the '505 and "60s because 
it was a howto magazine. Go back into 
your archives and grab one of those 
thick 50-cent issues and see if that 
theme didn't dominate. Then provide 
your readers with something that is not 
available elsewhere. 

Thomas Zalewski 
Wausau, WI 


Thanks for your kind comments about 
Petersen's automotive magazines and 
your thoughts on how to make Kit Car 
‘even better. You mentioned that we 
should provide something that is not 
available elsewhere, and we believe we 
do that in each and every issue. The reat 
ities of magazine publishing, however, 
and the vast number of different kits on 
the market, not to mention the variables 
from one Cobra kit to the next, preclude 
us from showing how every project goes 
together in great detail. That would 
require а big shop of full-time assem- 
blers and photographers and an auto 
parts store next door. What we try to do 
in every article is fil it with as much infor- 
mation as possible to explain how these. 
individual cars were built. The operative. 
word here is individual, which is the halk- 
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mark of specialty cars in the first place. 
Kit Car is here to supply ideas, highlight 
trends, display new products and show 
what other people are doing. You may 
not need to know how to build an engine, 
but some other readers do. 

Your request for info on windshield wiper 
systems for Cobras just serves to show 
that great minds think alike. We have an 
upcoming feature on installing a wiper sys- 
tem from Specialty Power Windows 
(800/634-9801). This system is an updat- 
га, remotemotor, cabledrive system simi- 
lar to that used on English sports cars of 
the ‘50s and ‘60s. In the interim, take a 
look at some of the numerous tech tips 
included in other Cobra buildup features 
међе done. As for steering columns, see 1 
Did It” January '94). Well ty to tackle the 
other subjects as the opportunities arise. 


SPICY MEATBALL 


1 am interested in purchasing a Fiero- 
based Lamborghini or Ferrari kit. | want it 
to be as close to the real thing as possi 
ble. What are the bestsize tires to use, 
both front and rear? Also what is the best 
way to make your Fiero sound like an 
authentic айап exotic? 

Randy Wallace 
Ft. Leavenworth, KS 


A replica is stil just a replica, so getting 
опе as close to the original 25 possible 
starting with a Pontiac Fiero is similar to 
building a fake Rolex watch that's pow- 
ered by a battery—someone will know. 
Seriously, though, there are plenty of 
Fiero based exotics that do a really good 
job of fooling everyone into thinking, 
"That's Italian." Doing the job properly also 
requires an extensive redo of the interior, 
which is typically the giveaway in any such 
replica project (note the reworked cockpit 
of the Exotic Illusions Countach replica 
featured in "Getting the Lowdown” in this 
issue), Tires and wheels will depend great- 
ly on the car being built and its wheelwell 
dimensions. Making a Fiero sound like an 
Italian exotic depends on the engine you 
use. For a throatier exhaust note, some 
Fiero owners remove their mufflers and 
install resonator exhaust tips, but we've 
yet to hear a stockengine Fiero pass by 
that makes the hair on the backs of our 
necks stand up. We also doubt that it's 
possible to wedge a V12 into the engine 
bay of а litle Pontiac and find a clutch that 
would work. On the other hand, check out 
the V8 swap article in this issue. 
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Fier О 
„„СОМУЕН5ІОМЅ INC, 
о 


(519) 972-4989 
Floro Owners Club of Canada 
‘Membership $35.00 per Your 


EIC ку. 1 и 
i. 


THE THRILL OF OWNING YOUR OWN PROP 
CAR REPLICA HAS FINALLY ARRIVE! 


+ CARRERA SHOOKS. 
TERM 
63820 - 2 


в1 
2363 s 
FT. WORTH, TX 76119 MNN 


KIT CAR INSURANCE 


By CONDON & SKELLY 


Please call for information & estimates 


1-800-257-9496 


aiat in AL, AR. AZ. CO. CT, GA, IA, IL, IN, LA, MD, MN. 
MO. MS, ND, NE, NJ. OH, OK, OR, PA, SD, TN, WA, Wi 


9332 DONC 
TAURUS SHO 


$2250 


94 5.0 WO 
MUSTANG GT 


ER 
QUAD CAM 


S $4250 
HIP NATIONWIDE ! 
KENSINGTON MOTORS 
BRIGHTON м! 
800-437-9248 


Winni 


| 512 TR Replica 
Kits from $5300. Turn Keys available. 


This excting qualty crafted exotic is offered in 
let form, semicompleted or factory turn key. 


1139 S. Sth Ave. 
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 


(818) 369-1359 


Full Spectrum of Auto 
Parts and Accessories 
for your VW-based kit car 


1900 Telegraph Rd. St. Louis, MO 63125 
‘Send $4.95 for our 128 page catalog 
(314) 638-7700 
U.P.S. daily - shipped worldwide 


* • • 40 Replicar * 
СМ “F” Body with 4 Sears 


ATO GORVERSIONS 
by RANE 


LEBARON 


Kit $5,000 
Turn Key Starting At $23,500 
Bis ony 1988 to 1995 Leboron Convestble 


1021 S. Blosser Rd., Santa Maria, CA 93454 
(805) 928-8646 Fax (805) 928-9496 


126.995 
sienu 


Send 825 не compie ideo into pact 
VI LTD. 
6278 N FEDERAL Hv. Sm. 259 
FT. LAUDERDALE, FL 33308 
(305) 5689534 


INTERNET 


Kit Car Manufacturer's Catalogs 
Cobra Kits Б Ports « GT40S « Fieros 
* Z Cors + Lambos + Ferraris 


MOMO • HRE + PISA + Compomotive + 
Unique • Euroworks • Ken's Specialty & More 
Kit Car Internet Classifieds 
10 tines the readership ofthe other Kit Cor. 
Clossified Magazines 6 in full color For a 4 
month ad send: $35, color photo b text to: 
CYBERCARS • Р.О. Вох 15088 
Phoenix « AZ 85060-5088 
(602) 376-1550 
http://www. cybercars.com 


FIBER JET SAND HOPPER 
Complete Kit $2,400 


(information Catalog 
on other Cars & 
Dune Buggy s $5.00) 


3 єс пойус: 
221 West ey St, Rosevite, СА #5818. 


(з) 781388 FAX (P6 789-3198 


'e Baisoced aod lag 
9:1 compression 4 
Looe bleak сет 
Over 600 t hs, очае) 
(925 models 275 (550 Ba 


© Send $1.00 for brochure’ 
© Fax 309Л64-3786. К 
Not legal forsale’ uso ier A 


вялі сенек 


летке Sor 
Eor V8 150 XONP) 
$3.00 lo Pack samo vdeo s SSEM 


“Vait Our Facies, Test Dive Our Сап.” 


1941) 764: 1914) 766. 


18320 dn Dive, Port Certo, da 33954. 


AXOLA JDNVWAOSId 
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Jag & Ford 9" IRS 


From the Cobra Suspension. 


5 644 Terminal Way 
Cosa Ves CA Tar 
29807 


Sale of Smiths and Dritish Jac 


Instrumental 


с 1949. For пк 


70 Mamaroneck Ave 
БАА идо 
секте 


DONOR CARS 8 
CONVERSIONS 1. 
| PRICE $4,995 +0 


MARPLE AUTOMOTIVE GROUP, INC. 

510 High SL S.W. Box 26 Watertown, MN. $5388 

| "бан 612) 955 9979 West (10 488-0349, 
8-0 


Inquire 


| RENEGADE MOTORSPORTS | | 
pues ie ot nes: | | 
EXE | 


—— —— EN 
| Instrumentation 
| Smiths, Stewart Wa 'arner & VDO. 
| For Cobra гу 
| 


Finish Eh. Inc. 
2601 South Bayshore Drive - Suite 700 
Miami, Flonda 33133 

Dy"Té (305) 85 
Pee 


s 
Кубом 
Accessories Catalog 
63 pores of products to enhance your Реноа 
preformance’ эла beauty, rom Toftoctorgr 
‘Systems o Personai Ашен a 
International 
Research 
Motorsports, Inc. 
18100 Cashell Ra. 
Rockville, 


MD 20853, 
(800) 948-3301 


PERFORMANCE DIRE 


Y HIGH WITHOUT LEAVING THE GROUND. 


SIEMS TO DEFY GAAVITY 
Gyroscope эше 


‘Action Vide 
ipto Pak $1200 
Eoi ior oniy 


GYRO HAWK ENTERPRISES 
РО. ВОК 22617 
MAWAUKIE, OR 97269 
PHONE 503.650.3888 


1985- "P CORVETTE 


ы» 
M МЕТЕ SALVAGE 
214-540-0178 


USPENSIONS 
and parts 


Dallas, Texas. 


Body Styling Kit 52495.00 
Classic AC Bristol Ace Replica 
Utilizes Stock MGB 

Superb Handling - Rock Solid Feel 
V-8, V-6 Engine Options 
Information Package $500 


оюм! 


QUREDMNDSHELD бана 7000 
SPLIT REAR DECK 


Be | 
Wah inner liners. [Compl] 
Fie a stock Fro chasis АО sow | Body Pkg- 
Hood Headings marta and ges | 55.500 
"We Do Mor So You Bont Have To 

INFORMATION PACK $5.00 


(117) 


BLOW OUT SALEIN 


CALL 213-782-2732 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION 


(9) 
(714) 680-9744 


L947 MAIN зт, DICKSON CITY, PA 18519 383-1206 


1993 LT-1 Емсмеѕ, 
WIRING, & ACCESSORIES! 


asse @ pss 


R5 #1 Hot Rod Ln. Mena, AR 71953 
1501) 392-571 


SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE! 


|THE SPECIALTY CAR MAGAZINE. 


1 Year (6 issues) Only $9.95 
To order, write to: 
KIT САВ, P.O. Box 53949 
Boulder, CO 80322-3949 
ог call: 
1-(800)-800-5227 


Built on a. 
Mazda 


RX-7 


7985) 


Braden River Engineering || 
эе, Avs Eas 
Lej 


| трошку |. | 


Reproduction/ || 
Replica Vehicles 


Plus Any Pre: 

Marques Purchased 

for 100% Cash for 
Epor to Our №, 


W.VS. LTD 
Tek (UK) 44 171 255 265: 
Fax: (UK) 44 171 580 4729 


Fines quy Ваз а 
Bamper $300, 
TRU-LINE 
Steering 
Damper 
System 


а 510, АК ша F3 


тане prolem necare 
пм rim olsets-$179 


ih larger wheels ам 
Contact Demoni Industries 
10227 Caddy La., Caledonia, WI 53108 
414. 


SEQUENTIAL TURN SIGNAL 
BRAKE LAMPS and 
EMERGENCY FLASHER MANAGER 
з CONTROLS: 


nc) Flashers 

= йр}, | M сомкошо 

ДЕ UNT CONTROLS ALL 

MPLE Wi 

REQUIRES NO OTHER COMPONENTS 

Send Check or Money Order For $129.95 
“ion Are Information t 

AutoTechnika | fokcc vate 

[2H Avo. tnáconwviseo| 607 785-0602 


45 


Bolt-On Body Conversion 
er bodies available 5500-524: 


Advanced Engineered 
* Convertibles 
= New Interior Designs. 


16529 Sierra 
Santa Clarita, CA 91351 (805) 251-5910 


] | ! 
‘Don't be fooled by 
incor pati look-alike) 


Rr BEN 
4604] 436-0656 


Fiberglass Body Kits. V.W. Rebody 
Pere “то Tmt ony: 

Кв starting at $5995.00 

77 a 


INDY EXOTICS. 
| 1954 Churchman ave. кнеза 
317/881-9067 __ 


| from $999. 


]| мити sizes-onsets ana 
| son aec ans re 


3002004 < 510-895-8880 | 


пу Auto Motion "Show Cars" 


are, 
Paanan Lana, Megan ART 


ной SANDWICH CONSTRUCTION METHOD, 
тастаса TO BURD 

WRITTEN FOR THE AMATEUR 

PAGES OF KLUSTRATIONS 


$19.95 сом. 


АЧОІЭЗҸІа JONVWAOIYAd 
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FIERO 
LEATHER 
Upholstery Kits 


зз 518975. 


ee 


Hoe mis 
SEU ven mas 
Њој ата 


Accessories to Match Leather Seating Surface 


Mr. Mike's 
2257 РО Box 21764 
ботою, FL 34276 


1-800-924-8858 J 


AUBURN REPLICAS 


ATTENTION 
Fender and Beltline mouldings now 
available for the Heritage 500K, as well 
ав hard to find special components, trim 
and accessories for many specialty cars. 
INFORMATION PACKAGE - $3.00 
THE CLASSIC FACTORY 
1454 E. Ninth Street 
'omona, CA 91766. 


(909) 629-5968 


MOTORBLADE® 
fey | 


Discount Sale $499.00 


Wigs 25s Ма Load 40 Is 


ма vo 
Airis sath 
род ud wel oven 


LA Machine, ме: 
(805) 379-1140 


1236 Mouth Аё. Ste 3); Thon Oaks, CA 91360 
Fax (805) 109-2134 


YOUR QUALITY REPLICAR SHOULD HAVE 


‚Оша у Tissemblg 


nesses 
‘SPECIALTY AUTOWORKS, INC. 


аот M Branch Lane банз, renda, TN 37038 
(ers) sas Goo» (NB 499 Y Erevan 


aftsman Co. 


16) 348-8950 


арћите the Heart and Soul 
a Legend 
А 


of 


For mare information cal 
(815885 5097 exc zr 


Resize 
озона. > 


FIERO OWNERS 
Problem Stopping 
Poor Handling 
Call 


RCC Specialty Products 
for Solutions 


(817) 536-3820 
5609-F Parker Henderson Rd. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76119 


SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER. 
COMPLETE PACKAGE real value 57995, now 


Free Video 


А copy of our award winning video, The} 
Complete Kit Car Buyer's Video Guide, 
а $22 value, will be sent to the person 
submitting our editor's favorite ad. If 
you have а kit or specialty car to sell, 
send us a good photo, description, 
пате, phone, and address. Ads are free| 


Kit Car Classifieds 
Box 93, Haverford, PA 19041 


Annual subscriptions to our b- month 
advertiser are $15. 517 outside the U.S, 


HEADQUARTERS 


Parts & Accessories 


Catalog #7 $5.00 (free with order) 
COBRA RESTORERS LTD 
3099 Carter Circle 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 
(404) 427-0020 


Upper Control 
Arms 129.™ea, 


(Reconditioned 


Lower Arm 
Bushings 
°7.ea. 
Struts À 
* 55.0. (Uses 


CT MUSTANG II 


‘Stratford, Connecticut 06497 
(203) 377-4795 • Fax (203) 380-0612 


SUBSCRIBE AND 
SAVE 


$15.95 


To order, write to: 
CIRCLE TRACK, P.O. Box 58639, 
Boulder, CO 80399-8639 
ог call: 1-(800)-800-6825 


‘pon aks прашини for 
юе те mo ете, 
ma 


Moto-Lita 


OEM Cobra and Shelby Steering Wheels 
USA. Distributors 


Finish Line, Inc. 
2601 South Bayshore Drive - Suite 700 
Miami, Florida 33133 
Day Te: (305) 854-4585 / Fac (105) 854-3352. 


Ех. Та: (305) 436-9101 / Fax: (305) 434-9102. 


CES. 


ORGINAL EMBLEMS AT DISCOUNT 


ү УНИ 


Ki Prce 
Turnkey (reo i poini)... 
Installation video + сойо, 

= 4 hour зоока • Fis 7078 Danon Z 
+ v.8 Comeriom ond peromance pori отоо 


ORIGIN 


P.O. Box 24613, Phoenix, AZ 85074 


COUNTACH 
OWNERS 


NEED PARTS? We have them, 
from curved glass to emblems at up to 
50% below original cost. Manufacturers 
of Ultra-Sienna 500 and replica wheels. 


SIENNA U.S.A. MANUFACTURER/BUILDER 
ULTRA DESIGNS 
35 CLARENCE STREET 
BROCKTON, MA 02401 USA 
PH: (508) 686-3112 FAX: (508) 588-3467 


DEALERSHIP INQUIRY WELCOME 


Convertible Kits Using Factory 
Duplicated Parts 
XIS, Lexus, Fiero, 911 Porsche & more! 


LA Wlachine, мс" 
(805) 379-1140 


1536 Moorpark Ra, Shite 311, Thousand Oats. CA 9: 
Fax (805) 379-2124 


BODY BUILDING 
TECHNIQUES 


+ Patent изо" 

она nts 

‘Meats EPA emis 
poe 


THUNDER MOTORS 
3602 Birch Опе, Irving. TX 75060 


(214) 790-4515 


COBRA DAYTONA 
COUPE 


Basic Frame & Body Kit - $7,995.00 
R&D DESIGN CONCEPTS 


9536 Military • Omaha, NE 68134 « 402-572-0176 


Гата] 


Мол Top Sh 
estes Cine Con 


RCC зн йу Product 
охх Моо. 
Rod Cos 


rag en tl ro 
Tinea which 


ONE OF A KIND 


Editor's note: Occa: 
vehicles that really ar 


ly, we feature 
t kit cars in the 


attention to sc 
ticularly when they are as 


Wire mesh 
tacked Don scribed 
over the the fender 


33 Bugatti Ту 


Supersport Roadster. He started бушка мкм оп 
а cked jrofoam A n 
METRE foam con- heen in the field of avto racing 


tours 
served as 
a founda- 
tion for 
applying 


а with a championship in the 
fole etw, 4 Atlantic Series and now two 
excellent seasons racing Indy 


about seven years later. 1 layers of г 
эзгеше Low атаа Lights. Precision, innovative |” 
tthe eck Eodem thinking and hard work are 
eae Шш огы the strengths of past wins 
tire mount. clamped and glued and the fuel for future 


foam to form the 


fender shapes. victories at Canaska. 
Now, Canaska Motorsport has concentrated the talents that make a 
winning team on bringing you the Cobra. With its rich racing history the 
Cobra is a classic of automotive engineering. It is a legendary automobile not 
only for its power but also its sophisticated styling. 
Canaska Motorsport is Florida's only distributor of Contemporary Cobra 
Kit Cars. Each expertly manufactured Cobra is constructed to exacting 
specifications at our facility, located in Fort Myers. From here, it is shipped 
directly to you. 
The finished product of 
this winning team is your 
Cobra...exactly the way you 
want it. Contact us today 
Don added foam for the front section, р for wore information or to 
which at this point was almost ready _ / ) = order your own version of a 


for carving and sanding. A coat of 


acrylic latex made the Styrofoam 1 = А, 
hard before Don applied fiberglass. / = driving classic. 
He used Pam cooking spray as a 

mold releasing agent. 


Several layers of fiberglass later, Don 
applied a coat of Sikkens primer. 


Don made 
most of the 
body panels 
in male. 
molds. The 
only female 
mold was for 
the radiator 
shell, which 
has steel 
mounting 
brackets. 
"glassed in. 


Don welded up the framerails out of 
2x4-inch box-steel tubing and hung a 
front suspension that came from а 72 
Pinto with rack-and-pinion steering and 
a W U-joint 


The live axle rearend hangs from 2x2- 
inch box-steel tubing and is suspended 
by 27-inch leaf springs. 


engine running cool 


Dear Reader: Show us your kit car! We know how proud you must be, so 


t a а ME CR на 
here's your сће to tell oth: ibout it. Take a fe j 
some details about your project and send chem ta Show DIE КГ Gan, 3420 Canaska Motorsport 14255-3 Gamma Drive, Fort Myers, Florida, USA, 33912 


Wetten аза , [Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515. Phone: (813) 489-4848 Fax: (813) 489-3053 
98 KIT CAR 
b —2— AM 


Meticulously reproduced by the world's largest manufacturer of complete Cobra reproductions. The 
Superformance Cobra comes to the United States backed by world-class quality and a reputation for excellence. 
This extraordinary Cobra is recreated by engineers and craftsmen dedicated to producing 427S/C reproductions 


of unsurpassed quality and value. 


You can purchase your Cobra and drive it the very same day! Your Superformance Cobra is delivered to you 
complete in every respect except for your choice of engine and transmission. With only average skill and 
ordinary mechanic's tools you can complete your Superformance. Cobra in as little as 8 hours—or your 
authorized Superformance dealer can finish your Cobra in 8 hours or less—guaranteed! At Run and Gun '95 on 
Firebird International Raceway, our standard Superformance entry (just as it's delivered to your driveway) was 
он the truck and onto the track within 6% hours, start to finish! 


Superformance standard features: Call today for the name of the 
eSmiths" Instrumentation Superformance dealer 
© Moto-Lita™ steering wheel nearest you! 


Original-style shifter and E-brake 

Ready for 351W ог 427FE and 4- or 5-spd manual 

• Spies-Hecher™ base coat/clear coat 

Finest German leather seating 

eCorrect sidepipes, headers, cooling system, 
braking system, electronic ignition, all standard, 
all in a very competitively-priced package! 


call 1: -800-29-SNAKE 


(that's 1-800-297-6253) 
:5014•Рноне 513860•2200 on 513-860-2204 rax 


SUPERFORMANCE: 3210 Prorit Drive 


